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PREFACE

THE Dr. Annie Besant Memorial Lectureship was
established at the Madras University in 1939 and. it
‘was kmdly offered to me by the Syndicate for the year
1949-50. I gratefully accepted the offer and chose as
the subject of my lectures the Idea of Personality from
out of a wide group of subjects connected with Politics,
Civics, Sociology, Religion, Philosophy, Ethics,-Edu-
catton, and Fine Arts. I felt that the subJect of my
| ‘ch01ce Wgs in a way suited to the dynamic and synthetic
.genius of Dr. Besant who, with her amazing energy and
erudition, galvanized the life of India, her adopted
country, and contributed so much to the Renaissance.
The effect of her many-sided activities covers a wide
field like the Home Rule Movement, Banaras Hindu
.Un'iversity, the revival of Sandtana Dharma, in addi-
tion_to her theosophic work in India and elsewhere. I
feel that my lectures may: be a humble tribute to her
ideals of life.

The “ Vedantic View of Personality : Human and
Divihe ” is added as it sums up the conelusions of my .
previous lectures on Personality and is an extension
of the first Jecture in its religious aspect. :

1 offer my grateful thanks to the Syndicate of the
Unwer51ty of Madras for allowmg me to publish the
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work through the Adyar Library. To Dr. G. Srinivasa
Murti, Honorary Director, Adyar Library, I ai very
grateful for his accepting the publication and including
it in the Library Series. Sri A. N. Krishna Aigangar
of the Adyar Library and Sri R. C. Srinivasaraghavan
have corrected the proofs and assisted me in the
preparation of the press copy of the .work. Sri
G. K. Rangaswami Aiyangar, has taken the onerous
task of furnishing the Index. The Vasanta Press has
overlooked the many difficulties that arose during the
course of printing, maintaining its standard of excel-
lence as usual. I record my most grateful thanks to
all of them.

Sri Krishna Library - P. N. SRINIVASACHARI
Mylapore
- 10-2-51
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PART 1



IDEA OF PERSONALITY
LECTURE 1 |

INTRODUCTION

THE importance of the study of personality cannot be
over-estimated, as it is the presupposition of all knowl-
edge derived through sense-perception, reasoning or
revedation. Hence the sayings ‘ Know Thyself’; ‘Man
is the mgasure of all things.’ Personality is the key-
word of all knowledge and it has a fascination, all its
own, on account of its paradoxical nature, of mysterious-
ness and universal experience. It is not a thing-in-itself,
which is unknown and unknowable, leading to scepti-
cism, but it is a fundamental postulate of knowledge,
namely, that it can be both apprehended as a self and
comprehended as a self with distinctive qualities. The
prbblgm has a dual aspect, namely, the idea of the
person as he knows himself and as others know him.
Thus, it includes the individual and social aspects and,
though they can be distinguished, they cannot be
separated. The first lecture is an enquiry into its
individual aspect, in its empirical and spiritual aspect
and the essential qualities of the self, namely, knowing,
‘willing and feeling, and the spiritual values of truth,
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goodness and beauty. The second lecture is an attempt
to expound social personality, as expressed inthe in-
stitutions of the family, education, economics, politics
-and religion. It also brings out the nature of super-
personality and the goal of life, as §ervii:e to all persons
and as unitive life. The four empirical views of the
self namely—matter, life, sensation and reason are con-
sidered first. |

I. THE MATERIALISTIC VIEW OF PERSONALITY

L]

According to the Indian materialist or Carvaka,
personality is the product of the four elements, earth,
water, fire and air, just as red colour is the product
of betel, arecanut and lime. All knowledge comes
from sense-perception and such perceptual knowledge
is'the only test of Truth. The sole end of conduct is
the ‘enjoyment of the -pleasures of sensibility; and
expediency is the only rule of conduct.. Since we do
not perceive any disembodied spirit, .there is no soul
apart from the body. The western materialist also
denies the existence of the soul, when he explains per- |
sonality as matter conscious of itself or as an offshoot
of matter.” Matter alone is real and it exists ‘in its
own right. Personality is an aggregate or collection of
atoms and they alone have the promise and potency of
life and consciousness. Naturalism as a more refined
kind of materialism explains the hlgher by the lower
and describes the self or personality in terms of semsa-
tlon, cellular process. and physico- chemxcal changes.a'
Persanahty IS a by-product of natural changes and is








































































































































































































































































