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PREFACE

Tae present edition of the RuUrMINIRALYANA is based
on the following manuseripts:

A. The Adyar copy of the Kavya with the
commentary of Balayajhavedesvara.

A', The Adyar copy of the text alone, beginning
from I—38 to IT1—80.

G. The text of the Kivya., belonging to the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.

Our thanks are due to the Curator of the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, for his
kindness in allowing us the use of the manuscript of
that library for collation. The members of the library
staff, Pandits T. V. Venkatarama Sastri, N. Ramanatha
Sastri and T. R. Seshadri Sarma have been assisting
me in the preparation of the text and correction of
proofs.

T. R. CHINTAMANI



FOREWORD
AN ArorocYy ror (CLASSICAL POETRY

Tue Adyar Library has till now published only a few
volumes of religious literature. The Ahirbudhnya
Samhiti, a Paficaritra Agama, and the Samnyaso-
panigsads were published by Dr. F. O. Schrader. Pandit
A. Mahadeva Sastri published four volumes of the minor
Upanisads with a commentary, The Adyar Library
has also published some booklets on phllosopblcal
subjects. |

The book now placed before the World the eplc
poem called Rukminikalyana by Réajacidamani Diksita,
is the first publication from the Library of a.secular
character. In Sanskrit Literature, it is very difficult to
draw a clear line of demarcation between what is purely
religious and what is purely secular. What is usually
termed secular literature has a religious mote running
through it; the aim of both religious and secular litera-
ture is identical—the attainment of perfect bliss; the
difference is not in the aim, but only in the method.
Further religious and philosophical works have a literary
value of a very high order. If we interpret the term
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religion in its widest sense, the present work is as religi-
ous 1n tone as any other work. '

The book deals with the story of the marriage of
Sti Krsna with Rukmini, and is completed in ten cantos.
Only the first two cantos are now published. I owe
to the world a word of explanation for undertaking such
a publication. The book belongs to the school of arti-
ficial poetry in India, a distinct feature in the later
stages of Sanskrit literature. ' It is an epic poem written
in accordance with certain standards, and with certain
set rules. The work will not at all appeal to modern
taste. N |
- A modern mind .is so.much accustomed to rapid
* motion in all aspects of life that it does not have patience
to keep pace with the extremely slow movement ina
classical epic in Sanskrit. - The rigid metre in which the
epics are written is -itself very tiresome’:to a modern
reader. The present work begins with what is called
the Indravajra metre, stanzas of four lines of eleven
syllables each, each line rigidly following a definite order
, of sequence of long and shart as glven be]ow

Occasionally the sfanzas are intercepted by the Upendra-
vajra metre, which may be represented as :

T e T N e —
Sometimes these two metres are mixed together within

the same stanza. It will be noted that pragtically there
is- very little scope for variety in these changes of

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































