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Introduction*

Radhavallabh Tripathi

It is almost an impossible task for a single person to present a
comprehensive view on the status and trends of Sanskrit
studies in a vast country like India. What is being done here
would just appear to be a sketchy account, containing snippets
of information, that is to be further corroborated, properly
analysed and explored.

India is divided into 28 states, 7 union territories and 644
districts. There is hardly any district or region where Sanskrit
is not studied in some form or the other. Sanskrit is mentioned
in the list of 22 major languages, officially accepted in the
Constitution of India, and it is also one of the three languages
there, that have an all India character.

Teaching, Education and Research

In India there are 282 universities as per the records with the
AIU, at least 112 of which have postgraduate and research
departments of Sanskrit. The number of colleges teaching
Sanskrit is around 10,000. “Modern methods” are adopted in
these institutions for teaching programmes in Sanskrit. Apart
from these universities and colleges, there are 16 Sanskrit
universities and a number of Sanskrit pathasalas or Sanskrit

* This is an enlarged and revised version of my paper “Sanskrit
Studies in India” published in the Bulletin of IASS, 2012.
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colleges where traditional method also known as pathasila
paddhati is practised.

As per a recent state-wise survey conducted by the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (RSkS) the number of Sanskrit
pathasalas in Madhya Pradesh is 644, in Chhattisgarh 32, in
Uttar Pradesh 1347, Uttarakhand 115, in Karnataka it is 290,
in Orissa 433, Punjab 8, Rajasthan 1698, Sikkim 36, Tamil Nadu
55, and in Himachal Pradesh 129, Andhra Pradesh 509, Assam
83, Bihar 717, Goa 4, Gujarat 63, Haryana 74, Jammu & Kashmir
43, Jharkhand 3, Kerala 31, Maharashtra 63, Manipur 8. There
are also 21 model Sanskrit colleges under the RSkS. In the
state of H.P. there are 27 Sanskrit colleges apart from the two
model Sanskrit colleges under the RSkS. There are 84 Sanskrit
colleges in the state of Uttarakhand. More than 1000 Sanskrit
vidyalayas function under the supervision of Bihar Sanskrit
Shiksha Board (estd. 1982).

All in all, there are approximately 8000 Sanskrit pathasalas
in the country, with around 1.8 million students pursuing their
studies in them. Apart from these, a number of the
vedapathasalds are being run across India for cultivating the
tradition of chanting and studying some particular sakha of
Veda. The MSRVVP has supported 54 vedapathasalas during
2009-10. In addition to this, the MSRVVP has also been funding
187 units of traditional Vedic learning. In each of such units,
one guru of a particular vedasakha imparts training to the
disciples (all male). These units are spread over in remote
areas even in such far off provinces as Sikkim. Besides the
vedapathasilas aided by the MSRVVP, several independent
organisations and also the four mathas founded by Adi
Sankaracarya, are running their own vedapathasalas or qurukulas.
In Maharastra itself there are more than 25 vedapathasalas,
preserving the tradition of the oral transmission of the Vedic
texts. In addition to those pathasalas there are vaidikas that are
not running the vedapathasalas formally but teaching the
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students privately in a temple or in their house. Vedapathasalas
or veda-vidyalayas are also functioning in the states of Assam
and Tripura.

The provisions of the RTE Act are not applicable to the
Sanskrit pathasalas and the vedapathasalas, so that the uniqueness
of the pathasala paddhati is maintained.

The divide between the pathasala paddhati and the “modern
method” was a colonial legacy. The Sanskrit universities
established in post-Independent India have worked to
demolish the compartmentalisation between the two systems.
Students of pathasalas are now being trained in modern
technological devices — computer software and programming,
with a view to create a corpus of Sanskrit literature for e-
learning. Even though all such efforts appear to be extremely
insufficient, the efflorescence breathes with immense potential.
A more promising area for cultivation of Sanskrit education is
opening through distance learning mode, IGNOU, RSkS, RSV
and some other institutions are running various programmes
for distance learning in Sanskrit. Cultivation of spoken Sanskrit
has received sustained support from various organisations.
Nearly 1 million persons have been so far benefited from the
non-formal Sanskrit Education programme of the RSkS; a few
thousands teachers for this programme have been trained.

General Studies

There are Sanskrit Academies established by the respective
state governments in some states like Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Haryana and Delhi. They
conduct several extracurricular programmes for promotion
of Sanskrit studies at regional and national levels. Amongst
some of the NGOs that have taken initiative for promotion of
Sanskrit studies, SSP is one of the oldest and the most
renowned institutions with a long-standing reputation of
publications and research. Academy of Sanskrit Research,
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Melkote has made a mark in the fields of Agama and
computational Sanskrit. Veda Vani Vitanam (Satna, M.P.) —
specially promotes studies and researches on Veda, scientific
literature in Sanskrit and epigraphy; Vrindavan Shodh
Sansthan at Vrindavan in U.P. has a rich collection of
manuscripts and has taken up projects on medieval culture;
Brahmaswam Vedic Research Centre at Thrissur (Kerala)
conducts teaching and seminars, etc. for promotion of Vedic
learning.

Amongst the research journals, P|DIS, was termed by Suniti
Kumar Chatterji as “a most useful production of Indological
studies” that “has got an immense bibliographical value”, has
been a creditable attempt at indexing of indological researches,
the only discredit lies in its irregularity in publication. The volume
XXXIX-XL of 2003-04 was issued in 2008, after that the next
number XLI-XLII of the year 2005-06 has been issued in 2011.
There are a number of research journals being published; the
journals brought out by the Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies
at JNU; RSkS, MSRVVP, Sanskrit Department, Pondichery
University; School of Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati; /ICPR
by ICPR are a few to mention.

There is a mushrooming growth of the so-called
Indological research journals, while the old journals like ABORI
(Annals of Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute), IA (Indian
Antiquiry), IHQ (Indian Historical Quarterly), J[GIJKSV (Journal of
the Ganganatha Jha Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha), JORI (Journal
of Oriental Research Institute), JOIB (Journal of Oriental Institute,
Baroda), and JASB (Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bombay) are
somehow carrying on. There are research journals exclusively
in the Sanskrit medium, like Sagarika and Sarasvatisusama which
sometimes publish articles of very high standard. Some newly-
established institutions have launched research journals, and
these attempts are reassuring. Vagisvar is an annual bi-lingual
research journal of Sanskrit department of Assam University,
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Silchur and its issue number V was issued in 2010. The first
issue of the Karnataka Sariskrtadhyayanam started by the
Karnataka Sanskrit University, has come out in January 2011
and this bilingual half-yearly journal re-establishes the Sastric
traditions with modern techniques of research.

With the inception of Sanskrit universities in the states of
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Assam there are now 16
Sanskrit universities, including the Vedic university at Tirupati.
Sampurnand Sanskrit University is the oldest amongst these,
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan with its eleven campuses located
in different parts of the country is the biggest and the only
multi-campus Sanskrit University in India. These Sanskrit
universities together with their affiliated colleges and
pathasalas promote traditional Sanskrit learning.

CIF, VSM, PPSM and Sanskrit Academy Hyderabad are
recognized as model research institutes under the scheme of
the Government of India operated by the RSkS. CIF has been
cultivating studies in Advaita-Vedanta and manuscripts; VSM
is very well known for its editions of Vedic texts; the faculty
at PPSM has rare scholarship in Madhvavedanta and Mimarhsa.
The BORI, Pune; KSSRI, Chennai; ORI, Vadodara; ORI, Mysore
and ORI Chennai have enormously contributed to the Sanskrit
studies by publishing critical editions of important Sanskrit
texts. In Bihar, K.P. Jaiswal Research Institute has been one of
the premier centres of researches on ancient Indian history
and archaeology, Buddhism and Tibetology. The list of
publications of this institute contains 28 volumes in the Tibetan
Sanskrit series, 5 volumes in the classical Sanskrit series, 15
volumes in the historical research text series. The contribution
of the Institute is unique as the works published in the Tibetan
series, like Pramanavarttika-bhasya of Prabhakaragupta (ed.
Rahul Sankrityayana), Nalinaksa Dutta’s Bodhisattvabhiimih and
Abhidharmakosa-bhasyam (ed. P. Pradhan and A. Halden) would
not have seen the light of the day but for the initiatives taken
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by this Institute. ORI at Madras was established in 1926.
Kunjuni Raja was the first professor of Sanskrit appointed in
this institute in 1927. The early enthusiasm and motivation of
late nineteenth and early twentieth century has now dwindled,
and a feeling of helplessness has taken place in all these
institutes.

Very few serious attempts at investigating the
interrelationships of Sanskrit with medieval literatures in other
languages or regional/folk literatures have been made. Some
important works surveying Sanskrit literature in different
regions, of course, provide valuable references. Kunjuni Raja
had produced a big volume on the history of Kerala Sanskrit
literature, and a similar attempt was made by P. Shri Ram
Murti for Andhra Pradesh in his unpublished thesis at the
Andhra University. The RSkS has brought out a volume on
contribution of north-east states to Sanskrit.

That Sanskrit remains a force to reckon with in this country
was substantially established by some recent events. One of
them has been the International Sanskrit Book Festival
organised by some voluntary institutions at Bangalore from 7
to 10 January, 2011. Eight thousand delegates participated in
various events organised on this occasion, and more than half
a million visitors frequented the book stalls. There were 154
stalls put up by 128 publishers. Books worth more than Rs. 4
crore were purchased.

Tradition of sastrartha (intellectual debates amongst the
pandits) has re-surfaced through modern technological device
— the internet. Bharatiya Vidvat Parishad (a group) has been
serving as a vibrant platform for the sastrartha and also for
exchange of ideas, dissemination of knowledge and sharing
of information on the latest studies and researches.

Vedic Studies

The present century began with the discovery of a new
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manuscript of Rgveda with additional mantras (total about
11000). MSRVVP is going to publish this manuscript. During
the last two decades of the twentieth century, sustained efforts
were made for the revival of the Vedic school of Madhusudan
Ojha. Study centres for studies on his prasthana started
functioning. Madhusudan Ojha Research cell at the university
at Jodhpur (Rajasthan) especially took up to publish the works
of Ojha (more than hundred in number, all in Sanskrit and all
original Sastric writings). Due to these efforts now more than
60 works of Ojha are in circulation and researches on them
are being carried on in different universities. Even though
the discussions on Ojha’s school of Vedic interpretation
remained limited to places like Jaipur and Jodhpur, their echoes
can be heard in distant southern parts, and have accelerated
the studies on the scientific perspectives of the Veda. Dayanand
Bhargava, Anant Shastri and G.L. Suthar have enormously
contributed to the study of Ojha’s school during the past 20
years. Institute of Scientific Research on Vedas (ISERVE) has
collaborated with eminent scientists to explore scientific
perspectives in Veda.

Pune in Maharashtra has been a great centre of the Vedic
studies. Bhagyalata Pataskar in her write up here has given
an account of some recent activities carried out there. Critical
editions of some of the Vedic texts that have come out during
the past few decades are worth mentioning. Dr. P.D. Nawathe
is still working on the Kathaka school and has so far published
very rare works about this almost extinct branch of Krsna-
Yajurveda. After publishing the critical edition of Rgveda-Sarithita
with Sayana Bhasya with padapatha, VSM launched the project
on Taittiriya-Sarithitda with Sayana and Bhattabhaskara Bhasya, and
padapatha. The last (5*) volume comprising indices completes
the VSM edn. of this Sarmhita. The Kanva-Sarithita of the Sukla-
Yajurveda with Sayana Bhasya (on first 20 adhyayas) and
Anantacarya Bhasya (on last 20 adhyayas) and Anandabodha Bhasya
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(on the entire Sarmhita) is also critically edited and published
by VSM. While some other bhasyas on Rgveda have been brought
out, Kapali Shastri wrote his one Siddhafijana Bhasya on some
of the hymns of Rgveda often interpreting them in the light of
Aurobindo’s philosophy. On the other hand, S.A. Dange
promoted studies of mythology, rituals and symbolism with
an anthro-pomorphological approach.

Out of Srautasiitras, recent publications are — Baudhayana
Srautasiitra (critically edited and translated by C.G. Kashikar,
IGNCA, 2003), Apastamba Srautasiitra (text with English
translation and notes by G.U. Thite, NBBC, 2004), Bharadvaja
Srautasttra (C.G. Kashikar, VSM, 1961), Latyayana Srautasiitra
(H.G. Ranade, IGNCA, 1998), Katyayana Sulbasiitra (S.D.
Khadilkar, VSM 1974), the Katyayana Srautasatra (G.U. Thite,
NBBC, Delhi, 2006). VSM has also published the Katharanyakam
(text with English translation and notes by Mrs. Bhagyalata
Pataskar, 2010), Satapatha Brahmana, Sanskrit text with English
translation by Eggeling and Notes (ed. Maitreyee Deshpande
NBBC, 2008) — all being inevitable sources for the Vedic
studies.

The Srauta Kosa of the VSM (both Sanskrit and English
versions) is the encyclopaedic work on the Srauta ritual. The
Dictionary of Vedic Rituals (IGNCA) is a more valuable reference
work. It gives the texts right from the Brahmanas up to the
Sitra texts, regarding one particular ritual.

FISH organised a three-day international conference on
decoding the Veda Vidya at Putige in collaboration with the
Rastriya Sanskrit Sansthan. The attempts to rediscover the
corpus of lost sakhas and as well as the later Vedic texts have
also borne some welcome results. The MSRVVP is going to
publish the newly discovered sikha of Rgveda — the
Sankhayana $akha with 11,000 mantras. The manuscript of this
lost sakha was discovered at Ajmer. The Paippaladasakha of
Atharvaveda could also be restored.
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Some other important publications in this area during the
past decade are — Atharvavediyavratyasiktam and
Baskalamantropanisad both edited by Shrikishor Mishra;
Vaidikakhilasiiktamimamsa — O.P. Pandey; Holistic Approach of
Vedas — Dayanand Bhargava (both by MSRVVP).

On the other hand, Dayakrishna raised certain questions
about the structure of the text of Rgveda, and he proposed to
present a new version of the text based on the way of
rearranging all hymns on the basis of the seers and their
families. (A Sanskrit translation of the preface of this proposed
new edition, that could not be published, has been presented
by V.R. Pandurangi and published in Sanskrit Vimarsa, no. V,
2011. Bhagyalata Pataskar (VSM, Pune, 2010) presents
multidimensional studies on the Aranyakas.

The publication of the two volumes of G.C Pande’s Rgveda
(text with new Hindi translation in verse form) covering books
III to VI is an important event in respect of making available
an authentic literary translation of Rgveda (with comments and
interpretive notes) to a larger section of readers. SAKSI has
brought out translation of some Vedic texts.

The problem of the date of Rgveda is being re-examined
on the basis of new historical and archaeological findings. In
his New Light on the Date of Rgveda (1994) N.R. Waradpande is
in favour of taking the period of Rgveda back to 8000 BCE,
considering Abhyankar’s findings on the motion of winter-
solstice in Asvini constellation in Rgveda. He also refers to
Magasthenes corroborating the Kaliyuga date, washing away
of Hastinapur and 50,000 year old relics unearthed in
Kuruksetra and Ayodhya regions.

The MSRVVP was established by the Government of India
for preservation of Vedic practices and cultivation of Vedic
studies. WAVES (Worldwide Association of Vedic Studies)
has done significant work by the way of organising conferences
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on Vedic studies on selected themes in India and other countries.
Proceedings of conferences on Revisiting Indus-Sarasvati Age
and Ancient India (1998), Contemporary Views on Indian
Civilization (2003), New Perspectives on Vedic and Ancient
Civilisation (2000, 2008), Contemporary World Order: A Vedic
Perspective (2009) as well as Harappan Civilization and Vedic
Civilization (2010) have been brought out. WAVE’s conference
on Creation and Existence: Indian Perspective (2009) provided
a platform to scientists and Vedic scholars for exchange of their
views. ISERVE was established in 2004 for scientific study of
Vedic and post-Vedic literature. It has taken up a project on
extraction, translation and sequential dating of astronomical
references in Sanskrit literature in correlation to archaeo-logical,
geological, ecological, anthropological, geographic and
oceanographic findings.

The research journals of MSRSVVP and SVS have
continued.

Vyakarana and Linguistics

In the last decades of the twentieth century, publications on
Bhartrhari (English translation) and also some portion with
commentaries edited by K.A. Subramania Iyer, generated
interest in the study of Vakyapadiya. Iyer also discussed
interrelations between Bhoja and Bhartrhari in Venkatachalam
V. (1999). While Ambakartyvyakhya still remains one of the most
indispensable studies on Vakyapadiya, studies by Saroja Bhate,
and publications of the proceedings of several seminars,
Bhartrhari has occupied a central position in the study of
philosophy of grammar. The Central Problems of Bhartyhari’s
Philosophy (Devendra Nath Tiwari), and Bhartrhari (ed.
Mithilesh Chaturvedi) offer some brilliant expositions into this
area. A pioneer work on the philosophy of grammar in Sanskrit
was earlier produced by Pt. Ram Prasad Tripathi, one of the
most renowned vaiyakaranas from Kasi (SSU, 1997). Pragya
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Devi who worked for promotion of teaching of Vyakarana on
the basis of Astadhyayi-system had produced a critical study
of Kasika in Sanskrit. Sanskrit-bhasadarsanam of Yajiia Vir Dahiya
(BVP, 2001) takes into account the linguistic theories as
envisaged in Sastric traditions.

P. Ramachandudu establishes interconnections between
Bhoja, Panini and Candragomin in Venkatachalam V. (1999).

Impetus to studies on Patafijali was provided by the volumes
of Mahabhasya edited by S.D. Joshi and J.A.F. Roodbergen.
Equally remarkable work of the same editors is the Astadhyayi
of Panini, with the translation and explanatory notes. The
Dictionary of Paninian Grammatical Terminology (ed. Roodbergen
J.A.F. and published by the BORI in 2008) serves very important
tool for the study of these works. One of the noteworthy
attempts is the complete Marathi translation of the Vyvakarana
Mahabhasya of Patafijali with short notes by Abhyankar
Vasudevashastri. Tantrapradipa a commentary on Kasika and
Nyasa has been edited with fresh manuscript material by D.K.
Kanjilal (2007). Seminar on Panini and Chomsky (Bangalore)
marked a new initiative. G.B. Palsule’s Yubhatah Sariiskytam Prati
provides insights in the study of the Indo-European linguistics
in Sanskrit. Some other important publications in the field of
Vyakarana and Linguistics have been — Sarasvatikanthabharana
of Bhoja (Vedic Vyakarana portion) ed. N.M. Kansara,
Vyakaranasiddhanta-sudhanidhih of Visve$vara Pande edited by
Bhargava and Dube, Siddhantaratnakara of Ramakysna on
Siddhantakaumudi edited by Ajad Mishra.

Some of the major projects that have been carried out in
this field are: Grammatical Traditions of Sanskrit and Tamil (by
Siniruddha Das, Madras) and preparation of a new Kaumudi
by Pushpa Dikshit.

The Indo-Aryan Languages (2003) edited by George Cardona
and Dhanesh Jain is a very important work on the study of
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Indian languages and Indo-European linguistics. It comprises
minute studies of various MILs giving accounts of their scripts,
history of development and morphological as well as semantic
distinctions.

Philosophy

Ashok Aklujakar (2011) re-examines the question of unity of
Parva and Uttara Mimarsas refuting the arguments of H.
Bronkhorst against the initial unity of the two systems. Studies
in Madhva Vedanta and Mimarmsa have been seriously
pursued in Karnataka, some of the institutions like DVSRF
and PPSM have developed as centres for study and research
on these two systems. Shree Vallabh Vidyapeeth, Pune and
Shri Sharada Peetham, Srageri have remained devoted to
studies in texts related to particular Vedantas. The ICPR has
produced some very important text studies thereon, such as
Studies on Gadadhara’s and Ganges$a’s philosophy by
Sibajivan Bhattacharya (1990, 1993, 1996), on Patafijali by
Surendranath Dasgupta (1991, 2001), on Carvaka by Debi
Prasad Chattopadhyaya (2006) on Gautama’s Nyaya system
by Ananta Lal Thakkut (1996, 1997) are worth mentioning.
Excerpts on Upadhi from Gangesa has been translated by
Stephen H. Phillips and N.S. Ramanuj Tatacharya. Kaliprasad
Sinha has made enormous contributions through his writings
on Nyaya philosophy — his Nyayadarsanavimarsah in Sanskrit
is a magnum opus providing an easy access to the methodology
of Navya-Nyaya, that has assumed added significance in the
recent studies under computational linguistics. Jivan Krishna’s
Nyayaprakasika (1946) and Tarkamytavivrttih (1956) are also
important treatises in Sanskrit.

Nagsampige and K.B. Subbarayudu have produced
dissertations on the synthesis of various Vedanta philosophies
and 18 systems of Indian philosophy respectively.

In the area of philosophy of grammar, a new edition of
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Sabdabodhatarangini of Vepatturu Subrahmanya Shastri edited by
K.T. Pandurangi was issued in 2006. Sabdabodhamimariisa in four
volumes by Ramanuj Tatacharya published by RSKS, is definitely
the biggest original Sanskrit work of the past decade.

The first Asian Philosophy Congress was organised by
ICPR in March, 2010. As many as 763 scholars participated.
This Congress can be termed as a significant event in the sense
that it initiated a massive organisational move for studying
“Asian Philosophies” and their contribution to world thought.
The session of pandita parisad in this Congress presented the
continuity of Sastric traditions of Nyaya, Vedanta, Vyakarana
and Mimarhsa. A forum for Asian Philosophy and Philosophers
was actualised in this congress. Volume XII of Encyclopaedia of
Indian Philosophies edited by G.J. Larson and Ram Shankar
Bhattacharya is focused on the history and literature of Yoga
philosophy. Dayakrishna and Oscar Piijol have initiated
dialogues between the Eastern and Western philosophical
traditions. The theory of “Dehatmavada” postulated by
Badarinath Shukla was subjected to interesting debates
amongst the traditional pundits of Nyaya and scholars of
modern philosophy.

Focus to a large extent has remained on exposition of the
texts on Vedanta during last few decades. R. Balasubramanian
(2011) in Sarirakacatuhsitrivicara has edited the commentary of
Bellankonda Ramarayakavi (1875-1914) on first four siitras of
Brahmasiitra. A detailed introduction to Ramarayakavi unearths
facets of studies on Advaita Vedanta and Hindu way of life.
Mithila Prasad Tripathi has edited fragments of an unknown
Bhasya by Viévanathasimha on the Brahmasiitra. Sankarabharati
(vol. 36, nos. 1-2 of The Voice of Sankara) edited by N.
Veezhinathan have been issued in 2011.

Epics and Puranas

By and large the attention of the scholarly world and the
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academicians outside the traditional Sanskrit scholarship
remained focused on the Mahiabharata (Mbh) in the last decade.
A number of interesting seminars were organised on Mbh.
Proceedings of the seminar organised by the NMM in 2007
have been published under the title Text and Variations of the
Mahabharata. MSP has been publishing a journal The Mahabharata
Studies and has also taken up projects on the Mbh. Mohan Gupta
(2003) has made a fresh attempt to calculate the date of the
Mahabharata war. Basing his thesis on astronomical, historical
and Puranic sources, he adjusts the birth of Krsna in 2045 BcE,
and the year of Mahabharata war in 1952 BcE.

An important contribution to Bhagavata studies is made
by V.P. Mishra with the fresh edition of Mantrabhagavatam of
Nilakantha, the well-known commentator of the Mbh.
Nilakantha has established how the life and deeds of Sri Krsna
have been visualised in the mantras of Rgveda. In a number of
seminars and conferences, there have been discussions on
science, ecology and environment in Puranas. A seminar on
Environment in Puranas organised by DVSRF in 2000 had
streamlined these discussions.

Alamkarasastra

The discovery of the manuscripts of Srigaraprakasa of Bhoja
around 1918 was as much an important event as the discovery
of the Bhasa plays in 1910. Raghavan’s studies on Srrigaraprakasa
created a new era of understanding the whole tradition of
the history and growth of literary theories in Sanskrit. After
Josyer’s edition of this most voluminous work on
Alamkarasastra between 1955 to 1974, and Raghavan’s first
volume of his edition from Harvard in 1996, the publication
of its complete critical edition by Rewa Prasad Dwivedi in the
first decade of the twenty-first century has brought Bhoja and
his school of Alarmkara at the forefront of Indian Aesthetics.
Mukunda Madhava Sharma (1934-2009), Rama Ranjan



INTRODUCTION | 15

Mukerjee and C. Rajendran have made studies in comparative
aesthetics. Vyafijanaprapasicasamiksa (1979) by Mukunda
Madhava Sharma initiated studies in comparative symbolism.

Some very important papers on Bhoja’s aesthetics have
been collected in V. Venkatachalam’s Bhoja and Indian Learning.
K. Krishmamurti’s edition of Vakroktijivita initiated fresh
discussions on Alarhkarasastra in the context of post-
structuralism and postmodernism. Gopichand Narang’s
voluminous study as well as Coleridge and Abhinavagupta by R.
Mishra are important contributions in the area of comparative
aesthetics. Works by Ramaranjana Mukherji and T.S. Nandi
may also be mentioned. The latter has published studies in
“thought currents” of Indian literary theories in three volumes
under the title Sahydayaloka.

After the edition and translation by K. Krishnamurti, the
publication of Dhvanyalokalocana with three commentaries from
Kerala by C.M. Neelkanthan has resuscitated interest in dhvani
theory. L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, has re-issued
Hemacandra’s Kavyanusiasana with Cridamani and Viveka edited
by T.S. Nandi.

New categories and theories are still being evolved by
traditional pandits and scholars and there is a series of original
works in Sanskrit on Alarkarasdastra. Sahityavinduh by
Chajjurama Shastri, works of Brahmananda Sharma,
Kavyalarkarakarika by Rewa  Prasad Dwivedi,
Abhirajayasobhiisanam by Abhiraj Rajendra Mishra and
Abhinavakavya-alarikarasiitram by the present author have been
much discussed works during the past decades. The latest
work offering hermeneutics in this Sastra is Sahityavallari by
N. Lakshminarayana Bhatta (2011). Anviksa (Journal of
Department of Sanskrit, vol. XXXII, March, 2011) is a tribute
to the late Prof Rama Rajan Mukherji with a focus on
interdisciplinary studies in Indian Aesthetics. New concepts
like surrealism have been evaluated in the light of Indian
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aesthetics (pp. 191-98). Ratna Basu discusses the Indo-German
interaction in aesthetics (pp. 199-209).

History and Epigraphy

The Cultural Heritage of India published by the Ramkrishna
Mission Institute of Culture remains a singularly largest and
the most exhaustive reference work on all the aspects of Indian
history and culture. After its first edition in 1937, the work
went on assuming larger proportions to accommodate
comprehensive treatment in a wider perspective. Veteran
scholars like Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Haridas Bhattacharya,
R.C. Majumdar and Suniti Kumar Chatterji were associated
with its editing. Volume VII pt I issued in 2006 under the
editorship of Kapila Vatsyayana is devoted to epigraphy, arts
and architecture. The eight volumes of Indian Culture:
Encyclopedic Survey were launched in 2008 by the Bharatiya
Vidya Mandir. This Encyclopaedia covers all the aspects of
culture and civilization comprising articles by veteran scholars
like T.M.P Mahadevan, S.S. Barlinge, Goswami Shyama
Manohar, Satyavrata Shastri, Sitakanta Mahapatra and a host
of others. The Devanagari edition of 89 inscriptions from
Nepal, earlier edited by Reneiro Knolii has been published by
RSKkS with Hindi translation (2010). The publication of corpus
of inscriptions dating from the earliest period to ce 1600 in
chronological sequence in 10 volumes was taken up by
Uttankita-vidyaranya Trust established at the instance of H.H.
Chandrashekharendra Saraswati in 1984. Volume I was
brought out in 1985. The sixth volume (2010) comprises 106
inscriptions belonging to a period between ce 800 to 900.
Volume VII comprising inscriptions from ce 900 to 1000 was
released on 23 January 2011 at Mumbai by H.H.
Shankaracharya of Kanchi and volume VIII is in the planning.
A reprint of copperplate inscriptions belonging to
Sankaracarya of Kamakoti Kanchi Peeth edited by T.A.
Gopinath Rao and published in 1916 has been issued (2011). It



INTRODUCTION | 17

contains 10 inscriptions beginning from the period of Vijaya
Gandagopaladeva (ce 1291) to Saka Sarnvat 1608 (cE 1688).

Agama and Tantra

After Swami Lakshman Joo (1907-91), Pandit Baljinath was
one of the last stalwarts in the line of traditional pandits
devoted to the pursuits on Tantra and Agama under Saivism.
His Kasmirasaivadarsanabrhatkosa (2001) is a monumental work
in two volumes. K.C. Pande had done pioneering work on
Abhinavagupta. Many important texts of Saivism were brought
out under the prestigious Kashmir Sanskrit Series. L.N. Sharma
presented his critical and comparative studies on absolutism
in Kashmir Saivism and Advaita Vedanta in his Kashmir Saivism,
BVP, 1972. K.A. Subrahmaniya Ayer, K.C. Pandey and R.C.
Dwivedi have presented a better edition of
ISvarapratyabhjfidvimarsini of Abhinavagupta. Navjivan Rastogi
and Bettina Baitimer have continued philosophical
investigations on Saivism. The new edition of Paratrinsika by
Bettina Baumer is an important contribution. Publication of
Sahydaya — studies in India and South-East-Asian Art in the
honour of R. Nagaswami present some newly unearthed facets
of Kashmir Saivism.

The proceedings of a seminar on interrelationships
between Saiva, Sakta and Vaisnava Agamas have been edited
by the present author (NBBC, 2010). Sarmvidalaya — the
Abhinavagupta Research Library being run by Bettina Batimer
is devoted to activities for promotion of Agama studies.

Asoke Chatterjee Shastri has made an extensive survey of
religious sects in ancient Kamartipa — various tantric cults,
Buddhism and Vaisnavism. Prof. Chatterji also presents the
process of synchronisation between these sects. In fact, the
land of Assam described as Kamartipa and Pragjyotisapura, is
known for the practice of Saktism and has been a seat of tantric
cults. A vast mass of literature in Sanskrit on the cult related
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to the Goddess Kamakhya was created here in the past. The
scriptures like the Yoginitantra, the Kalika Purana, the Dharma
Purana and the Haragaurisarivida were composed here.
Vishvanatha Narayan Shastri, one of the doyens of Sanskrit
studies of this state has produced a number of volumes making
in-depth study of the tantric cults that have developed here.

Buddhism

Buddhist Society of India has continued holding annual
conventions and other programmes and volumes on Ocean of
Buddhist Wisdom published through its initiatives have
marked the continuity of Buddhist studies.

Kavya

The critical edition of Abhijianasakuntala by D.K. Kanjilal still
remains a landmark, Kalidasagranthaovali edition by Rewa Prasad
Dwivedi has appeared in the third revised and enlarged
edition. Kiratarjuniyam of Bharavi has assumed an added
significance with the publication of four rare commentaries.
Ambalal Prajapati has edited the Sanskrit Communication
Pradipika of Dharmavijayagani (2010). Composed around ce
1742, this commentary is one of the most brilliant and
comprehensive expositions of Bharavi’s magnum opus.
Virupaksha Jaddipal has prepared a critical edition of first
three cantos of the mahakavya with commentaries of Nrsimha,
Prakasavarsa and Jonaraja. The publication of
Cakrapanivijayamahakavyam by Bhattalaksmi-dhara in 1956 has
changed the whole scenario of the study of Sanskrit kavya
literature. Bhattalaksmidhara was a contemporary of King
Bhoja and his epic has to be treated at par with the trio of
Bharavi, Magha and Sriharsa. A new edition of
Cakrapanivijayamahakavyam with a Sanskrit commentary by
Purnachandra Upadhyaya has been published in 2007. In the
Platinum Jubilee publication (2008) of Jayadeva’s Gitagovinda
with commentary of Dhanafijaya’s Sarvangasundari, the whole
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illustrated manuscript has also been reproduced. The unique
value of this manuscript lies in the fact that the commentator
Dhnafijaya himself drew the illustrations on each stanza of all
the songs in the manuscript. After her earlier publications of
Jayadeva, Kapila Vatsyayana has brought out “The Darbhanga
Gitagovinda’. Sanskrit Academy of Hyderabad had published
complete laghukiavyas of Ksemendra and Panditaraja
Jagannatha. A revised edition of laghukavyas of Ksemendra
by Shrinivas Verkhedy (2009) is definitely an invaluable
reference.

Studies on Kalidasa and Sanskrit literature are being
promoted by Kalidasa Akademi at Ujjain by organising national
and international seminars, and workshops on Sanskrit theatre.
Recent publications of this academy include the edition of all
the works of Kalidasa edited by Rewa Prasad Dwivedi with
Hindji translation and edition of Meghadiita with commentaries.
Meanwhile, N.P. Unni’s translation of complete works of
Kalidasa (NBBC, 2009) has come out to meet a popular
demand.

The corpus of Sanskrit literature is being viewed and
reviewed from new angles and modern notions with a view
to create hermeneutics. C. Rajendran initiated studies of
Sanskrit katha literature on the basis of theories of narratology
and has published the volume edited by him (NBBC, 2010).

Natyasastra and Silpa

English translation by M.M. Ghosh has become obsolete. New
translations of Natyasastra in the last quarter of the twentieth
century and the first decade of the present one have appeared;
those translated by Adya Rangacharya, N.P. Unni and
Pushpendra Kumar are worth mentioning. T.S. Nandi has
produced voluminous works on NS and Alarnkara — offering
fresh insights in textual criticism. A project to prepare a new
critical edition of Natyasistra based on the hitherto unutilised
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Newari manuscript, was taken up by Kamlesh Datta Tripathi
in 1986 at Kalidasa Akademi, Ujjain. The project is still being
carried on by him at Varanasi. Meanwhile, T.S. Nandi and
Rajendra Nanavati separately brought out fresh editions and
Vadodara edition was revised by K. Krishnamurthy and T.S.
Nandi. Anvita Sharma in her thesis (2011) has re-edited
chapters VI and VII of the NS on the basis of fresh manuscripts
material obtained from Nepal.

V. Raghavan, Kapila Vatsyayan, Govardhan Panchal, K.D.
Tripathi, Tarala Mehta, the present author and Gajanan Hegde
have made studies on Natyasastra with reference to the
performance traditions. Theatres of Katiyattam and Yaksagana
were studied in the light of edicts of Natyasistra. K. Raja, C.
Rajendran and K.G. Paulose have considerably contributed to
the study of Katiyattam. A life long work in this area was
done by G. Panchal in his Kittampalam and Kitiyattam (1984)
where he reproduces the plan of some of the Kittampalams
from Kerala temples — Vadakkunathan, Guruvayoor,
Kadalamanikom and Subrahmanya establishing them as
descendants of Bharata’s classical theatre. Panchal also
considers Kitiyattam as a landmark in the history of Asian
theatre. International Conference on Natyasastra organised
under the auspices of IGNCA, Varanasi in collaboration with
Lincoln University, UK (8-20 March 2011), explored the
possibilities of what the text and tradition of Natyasastra has
in its store for the world of art and aesthetics today. Some of
the noted dancers have made studies in co-relationships
between Natyasastra and the classical dance forms. Padma
Subrahmanyam’s studies focusing Bharatanatyam evince the
acumen of a scholar-cum-artist. Maya Das has made studies
on interrelation between Abhinayachandrika and Oddissi Dance
(Eastern Book Linkers Delhi, 2001).

The Kalamiila Series of IGNCA published critical editions
of a number of valuable texts on silpa, natya and sangita.
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Silparatna of Srikumara has been reprinted with an elaborate
introduction by Manabendu Banerjee. Manabendu Banerjee
has presented an authentic account and ancient Indian
Architecture through Sanskrit sources in his Aspects of
Architectural Texts.

Computational Sanskrit

That this area is attracting a sizeable number of young scholars
was evident from the deliberations of section on Computer
and Sanskrit in the 10" World Sanskrit Congress organised at
Bangalore. While there is no major breakthrough in the projects
to devise Sanskrit as a language suitable for the machine,
neither the tools created under the projects on Machine
translations have proved to be very effective, there has been
all the same an enormous growth of presentations of Sanskrit
texts in electronic format and the tendency to utilise these has
also been finding footage. A CD and software developed by
RSKkS on §abdakapadruma, one of the most voluminous
encyclopaedic dictionaries of Sanskrit is an example of how
technology can help in preservation and cultivation of Sanskrit-
based knowledge systems. The major centres of studies that
have emerged from presentations of Sanskrit texts in electronic
format during the past decade are IIIT, Sanskrit Department
of Central University, Hyderabad and Sanskrit Parishad at
Osmania University; Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies, JNU,
New Delhi. Proceedings of the IV International Symposium
held in New Delhi in 2010 have been published. RVSS
Avadhunulu has made attempts at hermeneutics of Sanskrit
based knowledge systems from the viewpoint of Computer
Science in Vedas and Computers.

Studies on Manuscripts

With a view to cultivate scholarship on manuscripts, and
further the cause of preservation of manuscripts the
Government of India announced the formation of the National
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Manuscript Mission (NMM) on 5 February 2003. The NMM
has established a network of Resource Centres in the country
and has conducted extensive surveys throughout its length
and breadth. More than 4,000 personnel have been trained in
the area of preserving manuscripts; cataloguing and
conservation work has also been done. In 2006-07, the first
phase of this Pilot Project was completed and digitisation of
manuscripts in various repositories is now in progress.
Publication of the periodical Krtti Raksana by NMM and other
works have gone a long way towards creating awareness about
the manuscripts Heritage. Tattavabodha — the lecture series
of NMM running monthly at their headquarters and annually
at many of the centres created by it — has been of substantial
value for the furtherance of manuscript studies and creating
awareness about the manuscripts. Selected lectures are being
published in a series of volumes. Volume III of Tattavabodha —
edited by Dipti Tripathi has been published (2010).

It was V. Raghavan who started one of the most
voluminous works in the field of manuscripts studies by NCC.
He also brought out five volumes of the NCC, a project now
being funded by the NMM; 25 volumes have been prepared
and published, to complete the work up to the alphabet ra.
The digitisation of these volumes will supplement the whole
project of digitisation of manuscripts. The mission has digitised
the existing volumes of the New Catalogus Catalogorum for
preserving the valuable data in these books. Presently they
have completed 200 books and work is still in progress. RSkS
has published a catalogue of 13,000 manuscripts in their G.H.
Jha campus; a complete catalogue of 56,000 manuscripts in this
library is being published now. Sanskrit and Allied Manuscripts
in Europe (2005) by D.K. Kanjilal and Kripamayee Kanjilal
presents a survey of manuscripts in 21 libraries of Europe.
Besides producing the lists of manuscripts in these libraries it
also gives descriptions of some rare and important manuscripts.
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Other important contributions to manuscript. studies are
Prakrt-pandulipi-cayanika and Apabrarsa-pandulipi-cayanika
edited by K.C. Sogani. One of the important surveys with
reference to manuscripts on science was made by K.V. Sarma
and his account of manuscripts related to astronomy, astrology,
medicine, veterinary science chemistry, physics, botany,
architecture draws one’s attention towards some very
valuable literature that lies in the repositories in south India.
Pustaka Prakasha — a research institute at Jodhpur (Rajasthan)
— has launched an annual journal on manuscripts studies titled
Manaprakasa. The first number released in 2011 gives a detailed
account of 77 manuscripts preserved in the library of this
institute; some of these manuscripts dealing with lives of the
local rulers are very important from the point of view of
history of the Jodhpur state.

Manuscriptology and manuscript studies have become
most significant emerging areas and some of the budding
scholars have devoted themselves to these. Works by
Virupaksha Jaddipal have been referred to above. He has also
translated S.M. Katre’s book on textual criticism in Sanskrit.
Basant Kumar Bhatta has done an authentic work on the
manuscripts of Abhijiianasakuntala and Uttararamacaritam and
has also produced critical editions of these. Malhar Kulkarni
has worked on manuscripts of Kasika. Rajesh Chunilal Vyas
has worked on the commentary of Pufijaraja on
Sarasvatavyakarana. Ajad Mishra has prepared critical edition
of Siddhantaratnakara — a commentary on Siddhantakaumudi.

Kosas and Laxicography

The Kalatattvakosa sponsored by the IGNCA is an ambitious
attempt to present exhaustive and authentic account of key
concepts of art, aesthetics and culture. So far, six volumes have
been published another 8 volumes are in the planning. An
encyclopaedic dictionary of Sanskrit is a monumental project
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taken up at the Deccan College Pune. Volume IX was brought
out during 2010-11 with words beginning with apa and the
work still continuous. This dictionary covers as many as 62
branches of Sanskrit-based knowledge systems and references
have been collected from 1,500 Sanskrit texts. Virupaksha
Jaddipal has presented a critical edition of Nanarthasabdaratna
(2008) — a unique lexicon of homonyms called from diverse
sources, and attributed to Kalidasa, said to be the court-poet
of King Bhoja of Dhara, and accompanied with the commentary
of Niculakavi.

Scientific Literature

P.C. Ray did a pioneering work on Indian Chemistry citing
various Sanskrit sources. Satya Prakash covered a vast
spectrum of scientific traditions in his work on Ancient Indian
Science. There has been an upsurge of studies on Kautilya’s
text after the critical edition and its English translation by
R.P. Kangle. Environmental studies, mathematics, astrology,
architecture and Ayurveda with reference to Sanskrit literature
were especially discussed in a seminar organised in 2001 at
Sri Sankaracharya University, Kaladi. Proceedings under the
title Sanskrit in Technological Age have been published (2006).
In the volume of proceedings of a similar seminar edited by
Manabendu Banerjee Ancient Indian Science and Technology (SSP,
Kolkata, 2003) Mira Roy makes an interesting study of
Garbhopanisad — a text on embryology and a Moksasastra as
well. Volume VI of The Cultural Heritage of India published by
Ramkrishna Mission Institute of Culture edited by eminent
scientists like Priyadaranjan Ray and S.N. Sen covers articles
on the Vedic and post-Vedic mathematics, agriculture,
Ayurveda, etc. During the last two decades a number of
seminars were organised on scientific literature and scientific
traditions as envisaged in the Sanskrit literature. The
proceedings of the seminars held at Tripunithura (1991),
Jabalpur (2000) and Allahabad (2005) have already been
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published. The deliberations in such seminars have been
marred with repetitions, over simplifications and spirit of
glorification of the past. However, the Tripunithura event
could bring out the Kerala traditions in mathematics. A series
of seminars on environmental studies and Sanskrit have been
held in recent years, the earliest one being organised by V.N.
Jha (1990). R.K. Sharma edited JAanabhaisajyamaiijari of
Gumanikavi, an interesting work on Ayurveda presenting a
blending philosophical thoughts with Ayurvedic prescriptions.
Sanskrit scholars like R.S. Sarma (who now has settled in
Germany) and Rama Subrahmaniam have devoted themselves
to the study of scientific literature in Sanskrit. The translation
of Caraka-Sarithita by a one of the most reputed medical
practitioners, after taking pains to study Sanskrit and the
original text, is a landmark. The writings of Sudyumnacharya
specially on mathematics and scientific perspectives in Vedic
and philosophical literature have helped to create an awareness
amongst the common people. Trisatika of Sridharacarya on
Patiganita edited by Sudyumnacharya is worth mentioning.
The Vedavani Vitana established by him organised a seminar
on Aryabhata. Several other institutions have come up during
the last decade for studies on scientific literature in Sanskrit.

The emphasis now has shifted on the search for a logical
view of life and the scientific elements in Sanskrit traditions.
Amartya Sen in The Argumentative Indian has already presented
a viewpoint in this regard. Works like Vedic Mathematics for all
Ages (2007), Vedic Physics (2008) have resulted out of an
enthusiasm to unravel perspectives of science and technology
of the Vedic lore. A more serious work has been done by
Somraj Gupta in Word Speaks to the Faustian Man by presenting
interpretative studies of Prasthanatrayi.

Ancient India Insights and Modern Science (1996) carries the
findings of a UGC project done by Kalpana M. Paranjape. She
explains modern theories of Einstein, quantum theory, theory
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of dynamic law, refers to David Bohm and then proceeds to
draw parallels with Paramanuvada, Kanada’s view, etc. She
follows the same method in the treatment of cosmographical
and cosmological theories, the theories of evolution, etc. In
her Biographical Dictionary of Indian Scientists (2002) Anjana
Chattopadhyaya covers the vast area, but a larger part of it
treats the modern Indian scientists. There are 2,063 entries in
1,573 pages. It has entries on Aryabhatta [ and Aryabhatta II,
Varahamihira, Brahmagupta, Nilakantha Padmanabha
(sixteenth century) but the author of Dhruvabhramanayantra has

SIXTY YEARS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES: VoL. 1

not been listed.

Abbreviations:

AlIU :
DVSREF :

FISH:
ISERVE:

MSP:

MSRVVP:

NBBC:
NGOs:
NIVS:
PJDIS:

PPSM:
RSKS:
RTE:
SAKSI:

Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi

Dvaita Vedanta Studies & Reseach Foundation,
Bangalore

The Foundation of Indian Scientific Heritage

Institute of Scientific Research on Vedas,
Hyderabad

Mahabharata Samshodhana Pratishthana of
Bangalore

Maharshi Sandipani Rashtriya Veda Vidya
Pratishthana, Ujjain

New Bharatiya Book Corpotation, New Delhi
Non-Government Organisations
National Institute of Vedic Sciences, Bangalore

Pracijyoti — Digest of Indological Studies, Institute
of Sanskrit and Indological Studies, Kurukshetra
University

Purna Prajna Samshodhana Mandir, Bangalore
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi

Right to Education Act of the Govt. of India

Sri Aurobindo Kapali Sastri Institute of Vedic
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Culture
SSP: Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad of Kolkata
SVS: School of Vedic Studies, Rabindra Bharati

University, Kolkata
VSM : Vedic Samshodhana Mandala, Pune
WAVES: Worldwide Association of Vedic Studies
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Sanskrit Studies in Andhra Pradesh
Y

K.E. Devanathan

ANDHRA Pradesh has a rich tradition of having contributed
towards enrichment in the Sanskrit studies. This land produced
hundreds of eminent scholars through gurukula system. The
contribution of the scholars from this part of our country by
way of authoring texts on subjects of the Sanskrit literature,
philosophy and grammar, etc. and sustaining the traditional
system of learning is well known and acknowledged by one
and all. The present state of Sanskrit studies in Andhra Pradesh
is also very encouraging. This is being reported in this paper.

Institutions

Institutions which are preserving and propagating Sanskrit
can be classified as 1. Veda Pathasalas, 2. Oriental Colleges, 3.
Institutions with Sanskrit Departments, and 4. Sanskrit
Institutions.

VEDA PATHASALAS

There are several veda pathasalas in Andhra Pradesh Most of
them are being run as in-house gurukulas. These gurukulas are
probably having three or four students only, and these children
belong to the family of the only teacher who figure as students.
These vedapathasalas, though not the organised ones, the
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teaching standard is considered of high value.

The second kind of vedapathasalas are well organised and
well maintained, like professional schools. There are 22 such
institutions available in Andhra Pradesh. Most of these
institutions are being financed by the T.T. Devasthanams, a
famous temple authority of India. These are:

1. Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Sri Maruthi Devalayam, Guntur.

2. Jagadguru Sankaracharya Vedapathasala Pendurthi,
Visakhapatnam.

Srimad Bhagavath Bharathi Trust, Narasarao Pet.
Sri Bharadwaja Maharshi Veda Vidyamandir, Ongole.
Sri Sanatana Dharma Seva Ashrama, Guntur.
Bashyakara Educational & Service Trust, Bheemavaram.
Sri Dattatreya Veda Vidya Gurukulam, Rajahamundry.

Srimad Upanishad Siddantha Acharya Peetham,
Kakinada (Saranya Vedapathasala).

9. Veda Parishat, Guntur.

® N 9w

10. Sri Sachidananda Gurukula Mahavidyalaya, Tuni.
11. Veda Vedantha Gurukula Mahavidyalaya, Madipadu.
12. Jeeyar Educational Trust, Sitanagaram.

13. Sri Sankara Vidyalayam, Bapatla.

14. Sridevi Veda Vidyalayam, Srisailam.

15. Sri Sankara Gurukula Vedapathasala, Vedabhavanam,
Hyderabad.

16. Sri Bramari Suryaprakasika Vijyasankara Veda Smartha
Patasala, Secunderabad.

17. Sri Gurumadananda Saraswathi Peetham, Medak.
18.  SriSeethrama Veda Samskrutha Vidyapeetham, Medak.
19. Sri Sadananda Vaidika Patasala, Siddipeta.
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20. Sri Mahadeva Vedapathasala, Achalapur.

21. Sri Pushpagiri Bharatha Samskrutha Vedapathasala,
Secunderabad.

22. Sri Srirangam Srimad Andvan Vedapathasala,
Tiruchanur.

Besides the vedapathasalas mentioned above, the T.T.
Devasthanams authority is running vedapathasalas in Tirumala,
Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

T.T. Devasthanams are feeding almost all veda gurukulas
in the state. The Devasthanams are also doing priceless service
in preserving the Veda traditions by providing bright
employment to the successful Vedic students.

ORIENTAL COLLEGES

Oriental Colleges were the backbone for the development of
the Sanskrit during the last century in the state. They moulded
hundreds of scholars during the last century. But they have
slowly lost the attraction due to lack of financial support from
the private donors, who had been helping these colleges. Most
of those colleges are no more existing and the remaining
colleges also cannot attract students for Sastras in good
number. These colleges are mostly concentrating on Telugu
language. The Oriental colleges have courses called B.A. (OL).
The list of Oriental colleges is given here.

1. AKLR Government Oriental College, Hyderabad
Andhra Sanskrit Kalasala for Women, East Godavari
Government MR Sanskrit College, Vizianagaram
Matrusri Oriental College, Guntur

MR Sanskrit College, Vizianagaram

Oriental Sanskrit College, West Godavari

PSM Sanskrit College, East Godavari

N o o DN
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8. SB College of Sanskrit & Indian Languages, Nellore
SBS Oriental College for Women, West Godavari

10. SGVPK] Oriental College, East Godavari

11. SKRS Oriental College, West Godavari

12. SPSSR Oriental College, East Godavari

13. Sri Gogineni Kanakaiah Oriental Degree College, Guntur

14. Sri Gorantla Venkanna Oriental College, Prakasam

15. Sri Nagasimha Sanskrit College, Krishna Chitigudur

16. SV Oriental College, Tirupati

17. SVJV Sanskrit College, West Godavari

18. Veda & Sanskrit College, Nellore

INSTITUTIONS WITH SANSKRIT DEPARTMENTS

Most of the universities in Andhra Pradesh have Sanskrit
departments. Some of them like S.V. University, Tirupati;
Osmania University, Hyderabad; University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad; Sri P.S. Telugu University, Hyderabad and SPW
Vishvavidyalayam, Tirupati have been actively engaging their
Sanskrit departments towards the promotion of Sanskrit
language.

There are several colleges in A.P., having Sanskrit
departments. In junior colleges and high schools too Sanskrit
is being taught as a subject. In Andhra Pradesh thousands of
school boys and girls have a basic knowledge of Sanskrit since
it is an optional subject. Government degree colleges situated
at Vijayawada, Rajahmundry, Nagarjunasagar, Tirupati and
other places are offering Sanskrit at Graduation level.

The government-aided teaching institutions and schools
like Kendriya Vidyalayas, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavans and some
other private schools give priority to Sanskrit education by
way of including Sanskrit in their curriculum, arranging
competitions on Bhagavad-Gita, etc.
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It is noteworthy to mention that the Oriental High Schools
run by the T.T. Devasthanams, Sri Malayalaswamy Ashramam,
Erpedu and other prominent institutions, are encouraging
Sanskrit-learning at the school level.

SANSKRIT INSTITUTIONS

Andhra Pradesh has many institutions exclusively for the
Sanskrit-learning and preservation and promotion of the
traditional Sastras. These are classified as (a) Government
Sanskrit institutions, (b) Private institutions, (c) Religious
institutions and (d) gurukulas.

Government Sanskrit Institutions

The Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth (deemed university),
Tirupati, S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati, Sanskrit Academy
in Hyderabad and S.V. Oriental College, Tirupati are the
prominent government-run Sanskrit institutions:

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati: This university has
produced many eminent scholars and proficient Sanskrit
orators. The university celebrated its Golden Jubilee in the
year of 2010-11. In this central university Sahitya, Vyakarana,
Nyaya, Mimarsa, Vedabhasya, Agama, Advaita Vedanta,
Visistadvaita Vedanta, Dvaita Vedanta, Jyotisa, Puranetihasa,
Dharmasastra, Siksa Sastra and Sarnkhya Yoga are offered at
B.A., M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. levels. The medium of instruction
in Sanskrit.

This university has been recognised by the UGC as a Centre
of Excellence in the subject of traditional Sastras.

S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati: The Vedic University has been
established recently with the financial help by T.T.
Devasthanams. It offers courses on different Vedic branches
like Vedabhasya, Vedangas, Mimarhsa, Agamas, etc.

Sanskrit Academy, Hyderabad: This institution is being financially
assisted by the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi, under
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Adarsha Samskrit Shoda Samsthas scheme. This Institution is
engaged in research & publications.
Private Sanskrit Institutions

There are a good number of private Sanskrit institutions located
in AP.:

1. Gururaja Seva Samiti’s Gurusarvabhouma
Mahavidyalaya at Mantralayam.

Sastra Patashala at Sringeri Sankar Math, Hyderabad.

»

Sri Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swami Veda Sastra Vidyalaya,
Sitanagaram, Vijayawada.

Sri Jeer Integrated Vedic Academy, Samshabad.
Surabharathi Samithi, Hyderabad.
Samskrit Bhasha Pracharini Sabha, Chittoor.

N g

Svadharma Svarajya Sangha, Secunderabad

Religious Institutions

1. The T.T. Devasthanams, Tirupati.

2. The Satyanarayana Swamy Devasthanams, Annavaram.
3. Sri Narasimha Devasthanams, Yadagirigutta.
4

Sri Venkateswara Swami Devasthanams, Dvaraka
Tirumala.

The above-said are some non-private religious institutions
serving the Sanskrit language and the Vedas.

Gurukulas

In Andhra Pradesh Sri Kanchi Veda Vedanta Sastra Sabha,
Tenali, is doing praiseworthy service to the preservation of
Vedabhasya and the Sastras. This Sabha is conducting regular
examinations and awarding the successful students with
citations. The students are studying at different places in
gurukula method under the supervision of this Sabha. The
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students also get enough stipend to pursue their studies from
this Sabha. This sabha has produced great scholars in different
streams of Sastras.

Research and Publications

There are several institutions engaged in the research and

publications in Sanskrit. These are:

1.

Sanskrit Academy, Hyderabad: This is a part of the
Osmania University but financially supported by the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi. This
institution has done yeoman’s service in the field of
research and publications. This academy has already
published 63 books besides, publishing regular
research journals.

Oriental Research Institute, Tirupati: This institute
is part of the S.V. University. This is known for a big
collection of rare manuscripts and books. This
institution has published many books and regular
research journals.

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati: This
prestigious institution has already published 260
reputed books in the last one year itself of which 50
books were under the banner of Golden Jubilee
publications. This Vidyapeetha has a rich collection of
manuscripts.

This university has also produced CDs containing
lectures on different Sastras delivered by eminent
scholars. To popularise Sanskrit, this Vidyapeetha has
also produced CDs for Sanskrit-loving beginners.

S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati: More than 50
publications have been done during the span of last 3
years. The ancient texts were preferred for
preservation.
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5. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams: T.T. Devasthanam
has been publishing works pertaining to various
disciplines like Vedas, Vedanta, Puranas and Agamas.
This institution is also supporting translation of bhakti
literature into different languages. The Srimad
Bhagavata has been taken up for translation into the
Telugu language. The T.T.D. is also encouraging
writers through aid-to-author scheme.

Some other institutes are:

6. Arsha Bharati Trust, Hyderabad.

7. Sadhana Grantha Mandali, Tenali.

8. Sanskrit Bhasha Prachara Samithi, Hyderabad.
9. Surabharati Samithi, Hyderabad.

10. Sanskrit Bhasa Pracharini Sabha, Chittoor. This Sabha
is publishing a Sanskrit monthly journal called Gairvani.
This Sabha also conducts many meaningful
examinations, namely Parichaya, Abhijna, etc. for the
benefit of Sanskrit knowledge seekers.

Teachers

VEDIC TEACHERS

There are hundreds of Vedic teachers in Andhra Pradesh. They
teach in Gurukula Vedapathashalas, etc, and S.V. Vedic
University. Some of the noteworthy Ganapathis are:

1. Vishnubatla Subrahmanya Sastri Ghanapathi,
Hyderabad.

2. Venkatarama Ganapathi, Hyderabad.

3. Chandrasekhara Ganapathi, Tirupati.

4. Maddulapalli Suryanarayana Ganapathi, Tirupati
5. U. Kasipati Ganapathi, Tirupati.
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VEDABHASYA TEACHERS

Andhra Pradesh has a unique privilege in having a more
number of Vedabhasya teachers. Some of them are:

AN

Ch. Srirama Sarma, Rajahmundry

P. Ramakrishna Somayaji, Tirupati.

Dandukuri Narayana Sarma, Tirupati.

Gullapalli Sitaramachandra Ganapathi, West Godavari.
C. Srinivasa Ganapathi, Tirupati.

Satyavageeshwara Ganapathi, Tirupati.

And many more experts are available in Andhra Pradesh.

SASTRA TEACHERS

A.P. has a rich resource of Sastra teachers. There are also a
number of budding scholars ready to join the galaxy of
eminent scholars.

Traditional teachers include:

1.

V. Gopalakrishna Sastry, Rajahmundry (Nyaya and
Vyakarana).

K. Satyanarayana Sastry, Rajahmundry teaches
Vyakarana Sastra to traditional students and has
produced many scholars in that subject. He has been
awarded with Vyakarana Vibhtisanam for producing
a number scholars in Sastra.

K.E. Devanathan, Tirupati has taught Nyaya, Mimarsa
and Vedanta to several students successfully. He has
been awarded as Nyayavibhtisanam for this
contribution.

O.S. Ramalala Sarma has been teaching Nyaya Sastra
in the traditional method.

Ch. Srirama Sarma, Rajahmundry has been teaching
Mimarsa in Gurukula Method.
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S.T.G.K. Rangacharya, Rajahmundry — Vyakarana.

S.V. Rangaramanujacharya, Samshbad — Alarkara,
Vidistadvaita Vedanta.

S. Sudarsana Sarma, Tirupati — Sahitya, Veda.
Kompella Ramasuryanarayana, Tirupati — Sahitya,
Nyaya.

K.E. Govindan, Tirupati — Nyaya, Visistadvaita
Vedanta.

R.L.N. Sastry, Tirupati — Vyakarana.

J. Ramakrishna, Tirupati — Vyakarana.

G.S.R. Krishna Murthy, Tirupati — Sahitya.

Sripada Bhat, Tirupati — Jyotisa.

Sripada Subrahmanyam, Hyderabad — Vyakarana,
Nyaya.

Sripada Satyanarayana Murthy, Tirupati — Vyakarana
K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu, Tirupati — Vyakarana,
Vidistadvaita

D. Prabhakara Sarma, Rajahmundry — Nyaya

K. Viswanatha Sarma, Tirupati. — Nyaya, Advaita
Vedanta

M.L.N. Murthy, Tirupati — Advaita Vedanta.
Narsimhachar Purohit. Tirupati

K. Ganapathi Bhat, Tirupati — Nyaya, Advaita
Vedanta.

Individual Publications

The contribution of Andhra Pradesh in the Sansksrit
publications field at individual level is highly commendable.

1.

Padmashri Pullela Srirama Chandrudu has authored
and edited many books in Advaita, Alarhkara, etc. He
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has edited and brought out Sri Appayya Dixita’s highly
reputed works.

2. N.S.R. Tatacharya has authored many books for the
benefit of Sastra students. He has written comment-
aries on almost all Nyaya texts which are in the
curriculum of Sanskrit universities. In this way his
service to Sastra is unparalleled and ever memorable.

3. Hare Krishna Satapathy has written a work entitled
Bharatayanam for which he has been awarded with
Dalmia Srivani Puraskar.

4. S.S. Murthy has written a commentary on Nageshas
Lagusabdendu Sekhara.

5. K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu has authored a treatise
on Bhiisanasara, i.e. Bhiisanasara Tattvaprakasika.

6. K.E. Devanathan has edited two volumes of Sribhasya
with commentaries. He also authored Sribhasya
Bhavaprakasa and Saktivadasthavicarasangraha on Vedanta
and Nyaya. He has edited Nyayakusumarijali with
Vistara commentary of Sri T. Veeraraghavacharya.

7. S.V. Rangaramanujacharyulu has authored Kavya-
prakasa-Hrdayaprakasa.
Only a few of the recent Sanskrit publications in Andhra
Pradesh have been mentioned here. There are hundreds of
other publications which need a mention.

Conclusion

The Andhra Pradesh has been preserving and promoting
Sanskrit studies without any interruption. It needs to be
mentioned here that the Navya-Nyaya Sastra which had roots
in Mithila and flourished in Navadveepa of Bengal and north
India, is being preserved in Andhra Pradesh by the mode of
gurukula system. Many authors of philosophical works and
other literary works were from Andhra Pradesh. Pandita Raja
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Jagannatha lived in this holy land. It is heartening to say that
still the people of Andhra Pradesh have got a great affection
towards Sanskrit and traditional Sastras. The T.T.
Devasthanams of Tirupati and the Government of India are
making significant contribution in the preservation of Sanskrit
in the state, since erstwhile royals and landlords are no more
in a position to contribute in this direction.



Sanskrit Studies in Andhra Pradesh
Y

K.E. Devanathan

ANDHRA Pradesh has a rich tradition of having contributed
towards enrichment in the Sanskrit studies. This land produced
hundreds of eminent scholars through gurukula system. The
contribution of the scholars from this part of our country by
way of authoring texts on subjects of the Sanskrit literature,
philosophy and grammar, etc. and sustaining the traditional
system of learning is well known and acknowledged by one
and all. The present state of Sanskrit studies in Andhra Pradesh
is also very encouraging. This is being reported in this paper.

Institutions

Institutions which are preserving and propagating Sanskrit
can be classified as 1. Veda Pathasalas, 2. Oriental Colleges, 3.
Institutions with Sanskrit Departments, and 4. Sanskrit
Institutions.

VEDA PATHASALAS

There are several veda pathasalas in Andhra Pradesh Most of
them are being run as in-house gurukulas. These gurukulas are
probably having three or four students only, and these children
belong to the family of the only teacher who figure as students.
These vedapathasalas, though not the organised ones, the
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teaching standard is considered of high value.

The second kind of vedapathasalas are well organised and
well maintained, like professional schools. There are 22 such
institutions available in Andhra Pradesh. Most of these
institutions are being financed by the T.T. Devasthanams, a
famous temple authority of India. These are:

1. Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Sri Maruthi Devalayam, Guntur.

2. Jagadguru Sankaracharya Vedapathasala Pendurthi,
Visakhapatnam.

Srimad Bhagavath Bharathi Trust, Narasarao Pet.
Sri Bharadwaja Maharshi Veda Vidyamandir, Ongole.
Sri Sanatana Dharma Seva Ashrama, Guntur.
Bashyakara Educational & Service Trust, Bheemavaram.
Sri Dattatreya Veda Vidya Gurukulam, Rajahamundry.

Srimad Upanishad Siddantha Acharya Peetham,
Kakinada (Saranya Vedapathasala).

9. Veda Parishat, Guntur.

® N 9w

10. Sri Sachidananda Gurukula Mahavidyalaya, Tuni.
11. Veda Vedantha Gurukula Mahavidyalaya, Madipadu.
12. Jeeyar Educational Trust, Sitanagaram.

13. Sri Sankara Vidyalayam, Bapatla.

14. Sridevi Veda Vidyalayam, Srisailam.

15. Sri Sankara Gurukula Vedapathasala, Vedabhavanam,
Hyderabad.

16. Sri Bramari Suryaprakasika Vijyasankara Veda Smartha
Patasala, Secunderabad.

17. Sri Gurumadananda Saraswathi Peetham, Medak.
18.  SriSeethrama Veda Samskrutha Vidyapeetham, Medak.
19. Sri Sadananda Vaidika Patasala, Siddipeta.
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20. Sri Mahadeva Vedapathasala, Achalapur.

21. Sri Pushpagiri Bharatha Samskrutha Vedapathasala,
Secunderabad.

22. Sri Srirangam Srimad Andvan Vedapathasala,
Tiruchanur.

Besides the vedapathasalas mentioned above, the T.T.
Devasthanams authority is running vedapathasalas in Tirumala,
Hyderabad and Secunderabad.

T.T. Devasthanams are feeding almost all veda gurukulas
in the state. The Devasthanams are also doing priceless service
in preserving the Veda traditions by providing bright
employment to the successful Vedic students.

ORIENTAL COLLEGES

Oriental Colleges were the backbone for the development of
the Sanskrit during the last century in the state. They moulded
hundreds of scholars during the last century. But they have
slowly lost the attraction due to lack of financial support from
the private donors, who had been helping these colleges. Most
of those colleges are no more existing and the remaining
colleges also cannot attract students for Sastras in good
number. These colleges are mostly concentrating on Telugu
language. The Oriental colleges have courses called B.A. (OL).
The list of Oriental colleges is given here.

1. AKLR Government Oriental College, Hyderabad
Andhra Sanskrit Kalasala for Women, East Godavari
Government MR Sanskrit College, Vizianagaram
Matrusri Oriental College, Guntur

MR Sanskrit College, Vizianagaram

Oriental Sanskrit College, West Godavari

PSM Sanskrit College, East Godavari

N o o DN
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8. SB College of Sanskrit & Indian Languages, Nellore
SBS Oriental College for Women, West Godavari

10. SGVPK] Oriental College, East Godavari

11. SKRS Oriental College, West Godavari

12. SPSSR Oriental College, East Godavari

13. Sri Gogineni Kanakaiah Oriental Degree College, Guntur

14. Sri Gorantla Venkanna Oriental College, Prakasam

15. Sri Nagasimha Sanskrit College, Krishna Chitigudur

16. SV Oriental College, Tirupati

17. SVJV Sanskrit College, West Godavari

18. Veda & Sanskrit College, Nellore

INSTITUTIONS WITH SANSKRIT DEPARTMENTS

Most of the universities in Andhra Pradesh have Sanskrit
departments. Some of them like S.V. University, Tirupati;
Osmania University, Hyderabad; University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad; Sri P.S. Telugu University, Hyderabad and SPW
Vishvavidyalayam, Tirupati have been actively engaging their
Sanskrit departments towards the promotion of Sanskrit
language.

There are several colleges in A.P., having Sanskrit
departments. In junior colleges and high schools too Sanskrit
is being taught as a subject. In Andhra Pradesh thousands of
school boys and girls have a basic knowledge of Sanskrit since
it is an optional subject. Government degree colleges situated
at Vijayawada, Rajahmundry, Nagarjunasagar, Tirupati and
other places are offering Sanskrit at Graduation level.

The government-aided teaching institutions and schools
like Kendriya Vidyalayas, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavans and some
other private schools give priority to Sanskrit education by
way of including Sanskrit in their curriculum, arranging
competitions on Bhagavad-Gita, etc.
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It is noteworthy to mention that the Oriental High Schools
run by the T.T. Devasthanams, Sri Malayalaswamy Ashramam,
Erpedu and other prominent institutions, are encouraging
Sanskrit-learning at the school level.

SANSKRIT INSTITUTIONS

Andhra Pradesh has many institutions exclusively for the
Sanskrit-learning and preservation and promotion of the
traditional Sastras. These are classified as (a) Government
Sanskrit institutions, (b) Private institutions, (c) Religious
institutions and (d) gurukulas.

Government Sanskrit Institutions

The Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth (deemed university),
Tirupati, S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati, Sanskrit Academy
in Hyderabad and S.V. Oriental College, Tirupati are the
prominent government-run Sanskrit institutions:

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, Tirupati: This university has
produced many eminent scholars and proficient Sanskrit
orators. The university celebrated its Golden Jubilee in the
year of 2010-11. In this central university Sahitya, Vyakarana,
Nyaya, Mimarsa, Vedabhasya, Agama, Advaita Vedanta,
Visistadvaita Vedanta, Dvaita Vedanta, Jyotisa, Puranetihasa,
Dharmasastra, Siksa Sastra and Sarnkhya Yoga are offered at
B.A., M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. levels. The medium of instruction
in Sanskrit.

This university has been recognised by the UGC as a Centre
of Excellence in the subject of traditional Sastras.

S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati: The Vedic University has been
established recently with the financial help by T.T.
Devasthanams. It offers courses on different Vedic branches
like Vedabhasya, Vedangas, Mimarhsa, Agamas, etc.

Sanskrit Academy, Hyderabad: This institution is being financially
assisted by the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi, under



36 | SixTY YEARS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES: VOL. 1

Adarsha Samskrit Shoda Samsthas scheme. This Institution is
engaged in research & publications.
Private Sanskrit Institutions

There are a good number of private Sanskrit institutions located
in AP.:

1. Gururaja Seva Samiti’s Gurusarvabhouma
Mahavidyalaya at Mantralayam.

Sastra Patashala at Sringeri Sankar Math, Hyderabad.

»

Sri Sri Chinna Jeeyar Swami Veda Sastra Vidyalaya,
Sitanagaram, Vijayawada.

Sri Jeer Integrated Vedic Academy, Samshabad.
Surabharathi Samithi, Hyderabad.
Samskrit Bhasha Pracharini Sabha, Chittoor.
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Svadharma Svarajya Sangha, Secunderabad

Religious Institutions

1. The T.T. Devasthanams, Tirupati.

2. The Satyanarayana Swamy Devasthanams, Annavaram.
3. Sri Narasimha Devasthanams, Yadagirigutta.
4

Sri Venkateswara Swami Devasthanams, Dvaraka
Tirumala.

The above-said are some non-private religious institutions
serving the Sanskrit language and the Vedas.

Gurukulas

In Andhra Pradesh Sri Kanchi Veda Vedanta Sastra Sabha,
Tenali, is doing praiseworthy service to the preservation of
Vedabhasya and the Sastras. This Sabha is conducting regular
examinations and awarding the successful students with
citations. The students are studying at different places in
gurukula method under the supervision of this Sabha. The
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students also get enough stipend to pursue their studies from
this Sabha. This sabha has produced great scholars in different
streams of Sastras.

Research and Publications

There are several institutions engaged in the research and

publications in Sanskrit. These are:

1.

Sanskrit Academy, Hyderabad: This is a part of the
Osmania University but financially supported by the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi. This
institution has done yeoman’s service in the field of
research and publications. This academy has already
published 63 books besides, publishing regular
research journals.

Oriental Research Institute, Tirupati: This institute
is part of the S.V. University. This is known for a big
collection of rare manuscripts and books. This
institution has published many books and regular
research journals.

Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha, Tirupati: This
prestigious institution has already published 260
reputed books in the last one year itself of which 50
books were under the banner of Golden Jubilee
publications. This Vidyapeetha has a rich collection of
manuscripts.

This university has also produced CDs containing
lectures on different Sastras delivered by eminent
scholars. To popularise Sanskrit, this Vidyapeetha has
also produced CDs for Sanskrit-loving beginners.

S.V. Vedic University, Tirupati: More than 50
publications have been done during the span of last 3
years. The ancient texts were preferred for
preservation.
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5. Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams: T.T. Devasthanam
has been publishing works pertaining to various
disciplines like Vedas, Vedanta, Puranas and Agamas.
This institution is also supporting translation of bhakti
literature into different languages. The Srimad
Bhagavata has been taken up for translation into the
Telugu language. The T.T.D. is also encouraging
writers through aid-to-author scheme.

Some other institutes are:

6. Arsha Bharati Trust, Hyderabad.

7. Sadhana Grantha Mandali, Tenali.

8. Sanskrit Bhasha Prachara Samithi, Hyderabad.
9. Surabharati Samithi, Hyderabad.

10. Sanskrit Bhasa Pracharini Sabha, Chittoor. This Sabha
is publishing a Sanskrit monthly journal called Gairvani.
This Sabha also conducts many meaningful
examinations, namely Parichaya, Abhijna, etc. for the
benefit of Sanskrit knowledge seekers.

Teachers

VEDIC TEACHERS

There are hundreds of Vedic teachers in Andhra Pradesh. They
teach in Gurukula Vedapathashalas, etc, and S.V. Vedic
University. Some of the noteworthy Ganapathis are:

1. Vishnubatla Subrahmanya Sastri Ghanapathi,
Hyderabad.

2. Venkatarama Ganapathi, Hyderabad.

3. Chandrasekhara Ganapathi, Tirupati.

4. Maddulapalli Suryanarayana Ganapathi, Tirupati
5. U. Kasipati Ganapathi, Tirupati.
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VEDABHASYA TEACHERS

Andhra Pradesh has a unique privilege in having a more
number of Vedabhasya teachers. Some of them are:

AN

Ch. Srirama Sarma, Rajahmundry

P. Ramakrishna Somayaji, Tirupati.

Dandukuri Narayana Sarma, Tirupati.

Gullapalli Sitaramachandra Ganapathi, West Godavari.
C. Srinivasa Ganapathi, Tirupati.

Satyavageeshwara Ganapathi, Tirupati.

And many more experts are available in Andhra Pradesh.

SASTRA TEACHERS

A.P. has a rich resource of Sastra teachers. There are also a
number of budding scholars ready to join the galaxy of
eminent scholars.

Traditional teachers include:

1.

V. Gopalakrishna Sastry, Rajahmundry (Nyaya and
Vyakarana).

K. Satyanarayana Sastry, Rajahmundry teaches
Vyakarana Sastra to traditional students and has
produced many scholars in that subject. He has been
awarded with Vyakarana Vibhtisanam for producing
a number scholars in Sastra.

K.E. Devanathan, Tirupati has taught Nyaya, Mimarsa
and Vedanta to several students successfully. He has
been awarded as Nyayavibhtisanam for this
contribution.

O.S. Ramalala Sarma has been teaching Nyaya Sastra
in the traditional method.

Ch. Srirama Sarma, Rajahmundry has been teaching
Mimarsa in Gurukula Method.



10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
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S.T.G.K. Rangacharya, Rajahmundry — Vyakarana.

S.V. Rangaramanujacharya, Samshbad — Alarkara,
Vidistadvaita Vedanta.

S. Sudarsana Sarma, Tirupati — Sahitya, Veda.
Kompella Ramasuryanarayana, Tirupati — Sahitya,
Nyaya.

K.E. Govindan, Tirupati — Nyaya, Visistadvaita
Vedanta.

R.L.N. Sastry, Tirupati — Vyakarana.

J. Ramakrishna, Tirupati — Vyakarana.

G.S.R. Krishna Murthy, Tirupati — Sahitya.

Sripada Bhat, Tirupati — Jyotisa.

Sripada Subrahmanyam, Hyderabad — Vyakarana,
Nyaya.

Sripada Satyanarayana Murthy, Tirupati — Vyakarana
K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu, Tirupati — Vyakarana,
Vidistadvaita

D. Prabhakara Sarma, Rajahmundry — Nyaya

K. Viswanatha Sarma, Tirupati. — Nyaya, Advaita
Vedanta

M.L.N. Murthy, Tirupati — Advaita Vedanta.
Narsimhachar Purohit. Tirupati

K. Ganapathi Bhat, Tirupati — Nyaya, Advaita
Vedanta.

Individual Publications

The contribution of Andhra Pradesh in the Sansksrit
publications field at individual level is highly commendable.

1.

Padmashri Pullela Srirama Chandrudu has authored
and edited many books in Advaita, Alarhkara, etc. He
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has edited and brought out Sri Appayya Dixita’s highly
reputed works.

2. N.S.R. Tatacharya has authored many books for the
benefit of Sastra students. He has written comment-
aries on almost all Nyaya texts which are in the
curriculum of Sanskrit universities. In this way his
service to Sastra is unparalleled and ever memorable.

3. Hare Krishna Satapathy has written a work entitled
Bharatayanam for which he has been awarded with
Dalmia Srivani Puraskar.

4. S.S. Murthy has written a commentary on Nageshas
Lagusabdendu Sekhara.

5. K.V. Ramakrishnamacharyulu has authored a treatise
on Bhiisanasara, i.e. Bhiisanasara Tattvaprakasika.

6. K.E. Devanathan has edited two volumes of Sribhasya
with commentaries. He also authored Sribhasya
Bhavaprakasa and Saktivadasthavicarasangraha on Vedanta
and Nyaya. He has edited Nyayakusumarijali with
Vistara commentary of Sri T. Veeraraghavacharya.

7. S.V. Rangaramanujacharyulu has authored Kavya-
prakasa-Hrdayaprakasa.
Only a few of the recent Sanskrit publications in Andhra
Pradesh have been mentioned here. There are hundreds of
other publications which need a mention.

Conclusion

The Andhra Pradesh has been preserving and promoting
Sanskrit studies without any interruption. It needs to be
mentioned here that the Navya-Nyaya Sastra which had roots
in Mithila and flourished in Navadveepa of Bengal and north
India, is being preserved in Andhra Pradesh by the mode of
gurukula system. Many authors of philosophical works and
other literary works were from Andhra Pradesh. Pandita Raja
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Jagannatha lived in this holy land. It is heartening to say that
still the people of Andhra Pradesh have got a great affection
towards Sanskrit and traditional Sastras. The T.T.
Devasthanams of Tirupati and the Government of India are
making significant contribution in the preservation of Sanskrit
in the state, since erstwhile royals and landlords are no more
in a position to contribute in this direction.



Sanskrit in Assam
A Brief Survey

Dipak Kumar Sharma

I

AssaMm, regarded as one of the premier north-eastern states
of India, is having a very old tradition of Sanskritic culture.
This land was earlier known by the names Kamartpa and
Pragjyotijfiapura, as can be evidenced in various Sastras and
kavyas, and was ruled over by many kings who were sincere
patrons of Sanskrit. A good number of epigraphic records
of such kings, namely Bhaskaravarman, Ratnapala,
Vanamalavarmadeva and others, bear testimony to the fact
that Sanskrit was treated as a medium of literary expression
of the scholars and poets. Assam is known for her tantric
culture and the temple of Goddess Kamakhya at the Nilachal
hill at Guwabhati is regarded as the most revered seat for the
tantric Saktism. The scriptures like the Yoginitantra, the Kalika
Purana, the Dharma Purana and the Haragaurisariivada were
composed here. Assamese scholar-writers contributed
towards other branches like Smrti, Jyotisa, Ayurveda,
grammar and prosody also. Pitambara Siddhantavagisa
composed a number of Smrti texts, namely the Tirthakaumudi,
the Pretakaumudi, etc. Among the scriptures on Jyotisa,
mention may be made of the Jyotiramuktavali, the Varsakrtya,
the Samayamyta, etc. The Ayurvedakalpataru, Ayurvedadarsana,
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Ayurvedasarigraha are some valuable texts on medicine. The
Hastividyarnava is a famous text on veterinary science,
especially on the diseases of elephants. Under the patronage
of King Naranarayana (fifteenth century ce), a famous text
on Sanskrit grammar namely the Prayogaratnamala was
composed by Purusottama Vidyavagisa. Under the patronage
of the same king, the Vrttamalid, a book on prosody, was
composed by Kavikarnaptra. Cilaraya, the younger brother
of that king, composed a Sanskrit commentary, named the
Saravati on the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva. During the rule of
the Ahoms, a number of Sanskrit literary works were
produced by the scholars of this land. In this context, mention
may be made of the Kamakumaraharana of Kavicandradvija, the
Dharmodaya of Dharmadevadvija, the Vighnesajanmodaya of
Kavistirya and the Saitkhaciidavadha of Dinadvija. There is a
Sanskrit commentary by one Sauri$éarman on the Kaoyadarsa
of Dandin, which has since been published. Anundoram
Borooah (1850-89), who studied in Kolkata and Britain, and
was the first ICS from Assam, was a Sanskritist par excellence.
Though an administrator by profession in the British regime,
Borooah, who had a premature death, contributed immensely
towards Sanskrit. Besides the English-Sanskrit Dictionary,
other text-critical books authored by Borooah are:

* Mahaviracarita (with a self-composed Sanskrit
commentary)

*  Sarasvatikanthabharana

*  Nanarthasarigraha

*  Bhavabhiiti and His Place in Sanskrit Literature
*  Ancient Geography of India

*  Namalinganusasana

*  Higher Sanskrit Grammar

*  Prosody
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“Scholar extraordinary” Krishna Kanta Handiqui (1898-
1982) the founder vice-chancellor of Gauhati University, who
studied in Cotton College, Guwahati, Calcutta University and
in Oxford, comes next to Anundoram Borooah, in terms of
chronology. The great contributions of Prof. Handiqui are:

*  Yasastilaka and Indian Culture
®  Pravarasena’s Setubandha
e Sriharsa’s Naisadhacarita

In this context, mention may be made of Mahamaho-
padhyaya Dhiresvaracarya (1851-1937) an erudite traditional
Sanskrit scholar, whose Vrttamaiijari is an exhaustive text on
Sanskrit prosody. Cakresvara Bhattacarya and Jivesvara
Gosvami have to their credit the Saktadarsanam and the
Srimaddamodariyadarsanam respectively, both composed in
Sanskrit.

II

Assam has produced a number of Sanskrit creative writings
as well as critical writings in and on Sanskrit, after 1950, a
few of which have already been mentioned in respect of the
great scholar K K. Handiqui. Some of such works are briefly
mentioned in the succeeding lines.

Acharya Manoranjana Shastri (1911-88), who had
commendable command over Nyaya, Mimarmsa, Vedanta and
grammar, proved his versatility as a poet also through his
poems and dramas. His Prakamakamariipa, published in 1990,
is a mahakavya, divided into nine cantos called Ucchavisa. This
great scholar served as the principal of Nalbari Sanskrit
College, and this poetic composition aims at glorifying the
land called Kamartipa, comprising the north-eastern states of
India of the present time. To the credit of the Acharya, there
is another minor kdvya named the, Patakamnaya which was
published in 1966. This kavya is devoted to presentation of
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the philosophical significance in poetic style, of the national
flag of India, along with the flags of other dignitaries. This
exposition is available in the second part of the kavya, which
is called the uttarardha, whereas the first part called the
purvardha bears explanations on the national emblem. The
book contains a very lucid gloss entitled the Janamanorafijani,
written by the poet himself. The late Shastri wrote a short
dramatic composition called the Utakabhaiksyam which was
published in 1973. The famous Assamese kivya named the
Keteki of Raghunath Chaudhary was rendered into Sanskrit
by the late Shastri.

The Srikrsnalilamrtam is another Sanskrit kavya
composed by Baikunthanath Chakravarty (1900-76), a
traditional scholar having deep-rooted proficiency in kavya,
Nyaya, Jyotisa, Purana and grammar. This kavya, which was
published in 1961, is based on the Bhigavata (X. 5-33). The
whole kavya, divided into nine cantos called pravaha, is
composed in a single metre, i.e. Totaka.

Bhavadeva Bhagavati (1902-88), the author of the
Satijayamati, a Sanskrit kvya in three cantos, which was
published in 1933 for the first time, has to his credit another
anthology of 229 verses in Sanskrit, called the Slokamala and
it was published in 1952. The poems in this anthology are
composed in appreciation of some great personalities like
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Nehru, Radhakrishnan and so on.
It is interesting to find that the late pandit composed poems
in order to illustrate some grammatical rules also. The late
Bhagavati composed a small satirical play called the Niitanari
Natakam which aims at pointing out to the malpractices
noticed in the society of the time.

Mukunda Madhava Sharma (1934-2009), an internationally
acclaimed indologist has a collection of Sanskrit poems named
Stutiprasastimafijari, besides his lots of other research-oriented
scholarly writings in Sanskrit, English, Assamese and some
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other languages. As the title indicates, this anthology
consisting of 538 verses, is devoted to invocations of various
deities and appreciation of some great souls. The book was
published in the year 2002. Sharma has to his credit another
very valuable book entitled the Vyafijanaprapaiicasamiksa,
which is divided into six chapters. This book exhibits Sharma’s
profound knowledge of Sanskrit poetics and also his flawless
spirit as a researcher of comparative symbolism in literature.
The book was published in 1979 and appreciated by
Sanskritists in India and abroad.

Biswanarayan Shastri (1918-2002), a former member of the
Lok Sabha, was another noted Sanskrit scholar of Assam.
Shastri wrote extensively on various subjects of Indology, with
a keen, critical and analytical perspective. Moreover, he has
to his credit a Sanskrit novel named the Avinasi, published in
the year 1986 and it earned him the prestigious Sahitya
Akademi Award. The novel, written in the style of classical
Sanskrit prose, is based on a subtle event relating to
Bhaskaravarman, a king of Pragjyotisapura of the seventh
century ck. It should be stated that the author has successfully
resorted to the style of a modern novelist in respect of charac-
terisation, depiction of suspense and conflict, as is evidenced
in modern novels of other contemporary languages. Shastri’s
another collection of articles and short stories in Sanskrit, is
the Hrdayasarvadacayana. It was published in the year 1989.

Some other Sanskrit scholars of Assam are found
attempting successfully to translate some literary works of
other languages into Sanskrit. In this context, mention should
be made of Pandit Bipin Chandra Goswami (1909-87). The
late Pandit translated the Navamallika, an Assamese Kathakavita
(poems in prose), composed by Raghunath Chaudhary, into
Sanskrit. The original Assamese work was published in 1958,
whereas, the Sanskrit version of Pandit Goswami came to
light in 1964.
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The Gitafijalisariiskrtarin of Kamini Kumar Adhikari, is the
Sanskrit rendering of some select songs from the Gitafijali of
Rabindranath Tagore. This Sanskrit rendering was published
in 1961 and it contains 89 songs of the Nobel laureate Tagore.
Kaviguru’s songs from the Gitafijalt were also translated into
Sanskrit by another Assamese scholar. Gauridatta Sarma
Shastri translated 157 songs and the said anthology was
published in 2002. The same scholar has also translated the
Antaripa, an award-winning Assamese novel of
Bhabendranath Saikia, into Sanskrit.

The Paficatantra and the Kadambari were translated into
Assamese by Prabhat Chandra Sarma Sastri and the two
books were published in 1966 and 2000 respectively. The
Assamese version of the Kadambari brought the prestigious
Sahitya Akademi Award for Sastri. Malinee Goswami
translated the Harsacarita into Assamese and it also won her
the Sahitya Akademi Award.

Some other scholars have compiled texts on karmakandas.
In this context, Pandit Ganganath Sastri, Pandit Mahendra Nath
Sastri, Pandit Baikuntha Nath Sastri deserve special mention.

Apart from the Sanskritists having both critical and
creative ability, mentioned in the previous lines, some other
personalities from Assam, have immensely contributed
towards the enrichment of Sanskrit studies in the state through
their research oriented works. Resisting the temptation of
quoting the detailed list of their works, which are in English,
Assamese and also in Sanskrit, the names of only a few of them
are mentioned here owing to the paucity of space:

* (Late) Jogiraj Basu
e (Late) Tirtha Nath Sarma
¢ (Late) Rajani Kanta Deva Sarma

e Apurba Chandra Barthakuria
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¢  Ashok Kumar Goswami
e (Late) Kali Prasad Sinha
* Rajendra Nath Sarma

¢ Thaneswar Sarma

¢ Sukhamay Bhattacharya
* Jogeswar Sarma

¢ Narendra Nath Sarma

¢ [Kiran Chandra Sarma

The humble writer of this article also has a number of
books published in English, Sanskrit and Assamese, on
various branches of Sanskrit studies to his credit. Moreover,
Ranjan Bezbaruah, an alumnus of the Department of Sanskrit,
Gauhati University and a singer of appreciable talent, has also
compiled Sanskrit versions of the songs of Rabindranath
Tagore, Sankaradeva, Bhupen Hazarika, Jyotiprasad
Agarwala, Bishnu Prasad Rabha and so on.

III

Sanskrit education in Assam is running in two modes, namely
the traditional system based on the pathasalas (tol) and the
general system, i.e. through high schools, higher secondary
schools, colleges and universities. The Assam Sanskrit Board
was set up by the Govrnment of Assam in 1926. Sanskrit and
Pali tols are affiliated to this Board. The Board prepares the
syllabi for the three examinations, namely Praveshika,
Madhya and Shastri. Vyakarana (Panini and Ratnamala),
Sahitya, Veda, Nyaya, Mimarhsa, Smrti and Jyotisa are there
as special subjects for Madhyama and Shastri courses. A
candidate qualified in the Shastri course is entitled to be
admitted to the Acharya course. At present, there are 82
upgraded and 9 non-upgraded Sanskrit and Pali tols in
Assam. District-wise distribution of the fols can be seen from
the following table:



72 | SIXTY YEARS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES: VOL. 1

District Upgraded Non-Upgraded
Sanskrit Pali Sanskrit Pali
Nalbari 13 x 1 X
Barpeta 8 X X X
Cachar 4 x x x
Karimganj 6 X 1 X
Hailakandi 1 x x x
Golaghat 3 x x x
Kamrup 11 X X X
Dhubri 2 x x x
Goalpara 1 x x x
Nagaon 5 x X X
Sonitpur 5 x x x
Darrang 6 X 1 X
Jorhat 6 1 1 X
Sivasagar 1 1 x X
Lakhimpur 3 x x x
Dibrugarh X 2 x x
Tinsukia 1 1 X X
Kokrajhar 1 1 x x
Morigaon X X 1 X

It may be mentioned here that the two adhyapakas in an
upgraded fol along with the two other teachers (one for
English and the other for science) receive government salary
at par with a government high school teacher, while the non-
upgraded tols receive an annual grant only from the state
government. Moreover, the Nalbari Sanskrit College,
established in 1938, is also affiliated to the Assam Sanskrit
Board and follows the syllabi meant for the fols. K.K.
Handiqui Government Sanskrit College (called Government
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Sanskrit College initially) was established in Guwahati in the
year 1970 by the Govt. of Assam. The college is having two
tier courses, namely Prag-upadhi and B.A. (Sanskrit). The
college is affiliated to the Gauhati University and has Sahitya,
Veda, grammar (Panini), Nyaya, Vedanta and Mimarsa in
its Honours (major) course. Moreover, Sanskrit is taught as
a compulsory subject in BAMS course of Government. Assam
Ayurvedic College, Guwahati and also in BFA and B. Music
courses of the State College of Art and Government Music
College, respectively, both situated in Guwahati.

Sanskrit as an elective subject, is taught in secondary and
higher secondary schools and also in the junior colleges. Of
course, as it has ceased to be a compulsory subject in the high
schools, it has resulted in an undesirable decrease in the
number of students opting for the subject in the succeeding
stage. However, Sanskrit is being taught at the degree level
at 31 colleges under Gauhati University, 11 colleges under
Dibrugarh University and 7 colleges under Assam University.
Most of the colleges have two types of syllabi, namely major
(Honours) and general (Pass). Except for the Dibrugarh
University, the remaining two universities, namely Gauhati
University, Guwahati and Assam University, Silchar, have the
postgraduate departments of Sanskrit. Besides, Sanskrit is
there at the postgraduate level in Cotton College, Guwahati,
wherein 20 students are admitted annually for the said
course. The two universities are having the provision for
M.A. and M. Phil. programmes, besides research work
leading to Ph.D. At present, 65 students are admitted every
year in M.A. course at Gauhati University. The Department
of Sanskrit of Gauhati University, was founded in 1957 and
it has since been rendering immense contribution towards
Sanskritic studies in the country in general and the north-
eastern states in particular. Besides producing hundreds of
postgraduate and a score of M.Phil in Sanskrit, more than
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100 researchers have obtained the degree of Ph.D. through
this department. The department is at present having the
services of 14 teachers, three subjects namely Kavya, Veda
and Darséana are taught at postgraduate level as special
subjects. The department is publishing an annual research
journal and holding two regular annual academic lecture
programme. Besides postgraduate, there is provision of
M.Phil and Ph.D. course at the Department of Sanskrit, Assam
University also. The Sanskrit Department of Assam University
is having 6 regular teachers where Kavya and DarSana, are
the subjects of specialisation.

Moreover, the Department of Historical and Archaeo-
logical Research, Assam, with its head office in Guwahati, has
been preserving manuscripts of Sanskrit and the old
Assamese. This government department has already
published quite a good number of Sanskrit texts, the
manuscripts of which were collected by it. Mention may be
made of the Kamrup Sanskrit Sanjivani Sabha at Nalbari,
which is also preserving a good number of Sanskrit
manuscripts, some of which are already edited and are being
published from time to time. The Anundoram Borooah
Institute of Language, Art and Culture (ABILAC), instituted
by the Government of Assam, also has a Sanskrit cell and it
has since published a few important Sanskrit texts.

Contribution of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi,
towards the promotion and popularisation of Sanskrit in
Assam should be mentioned in this context. Besides
sponsoring various institutions to hold seminars/conferences,
the Sansthan is at present having 95 centres for imparting
Sanskrit education through its non-formal Sanskrit education
programme. The districtwise distribution of the centres at
present can be shown with the help of the following Table :
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District No. of centres District No. of centres
Nalbari 5 Lakhimpur 9
Kamrup 10 Golaghat 2
Nagaon 5 Sonitpur 7
Morigaon 5 Darrang 6

Jorhat 5 Barpeta 5
Sibsagar 3 Dhubri 10
Dibrugarh 6 Cachar 7
Tinsukia 1 Karimganj 5
Dhemaji 1 Total 95

It may be stated in this context that there are 8 and 2
numbers of such centres in Manipur and Tripura, respectively.
Feedback received from time to time from such centres
indicates that a good number of persons, having no formal
education of Sanskrit, have been benefited by this
programme introduced by the Sansthan. It should be
mentioned in this context that over the years, the Sanskrit
Bharati has done and is still doing commendable jobs in
popularising and propagating Sanskrit in a newer dimension
in this part of the country.

Some other organisations have also been to contributing
the popularisation of Sanskrit in the state. The Dergaon
Sanskrit Sanjivani Sabha, the Bajali Sanskrit Parisad at Pathsala,
the Pancakanya Sanskrit Bhasa Pracara Kendra Guwahati, the
Lokabhasa Pracara Samiti, Assam Branch are organising
spoken Sanskrit conversation camps and other programmes
for popularisation of Sanskrit in the state. The Assam Veda
Vidyalaya, a Sanskrit fol affiliated to the Assam Sanskrit Board
has been carrying the age-old tradition of recitation of the
Vedas with proper accentuation.

Thus, it is felt that Sanskrit in its academic, literary and
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other popular forms, is receiving proper attention from the
academic fraternity of the state. Government of Assam
established a new university which is named ‘Kumar Bhaskar
Varma Sanskrit and Ancient Studies University” in 2011 at
Nalbari which is located at a distance of about 50km from
the capital city of Guwahati. It is felt by the academics that
it is a welcome step on the part of the Government for the
promotion and expansion of Sanskrit learning in this north-
eastern state of India.
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Sanskrit Studies in Bihar

Uma Shankar Sharma ‘Rishi’

THE post-Independence period of Sanskrit studies and its
creative literature in the state of Bihar is in a glamorous position
in some fields, while in the case of some glorious institutions of
the past it is in a pitiable condition. Before Independence the
Sanskrit studies here adopted either English medium in the
modern colleges or the pure Sanskrit medium in the traditional
pathasalas. Thus high standard research articles were published
in English in the Journal of the Bihar Research Society, which was
then a pioneer oriental journal of international fame. Its
publication gradually dwindled after 1960s, obviously on
account of an apathetic attiude of the assisting government and
lack of interest among its officials. The Sanskrit medium
institutions depended much on the local landlords for their
continuance. The English medium colleges gradually shifted to
Hindi medium while the latter still maintained their position
even after the Independence.

Government Institutions

The Government of Bihar established five Oriental institutes in
1951 under the Education Department (now the department of
human resource development) for encouraging Oriental studies,
research and publication (SRP). These were (1) Mithila Sanskrit
Research Institute at Darbhanga for carrying on Sanskrit SRP,
(2) Nava Nalanda Mahavihara for Pali SRP, (3) Prakrit Institute
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of Jainism at Vaisali for Prakrt and Jainism SRP, (4) K.P. Jayaswal
Research Institute at Patna for research and publication in
ancient Indian history, culture and archaeology, and (5) Bihar
Rashtrabhasha Parishad at Patna for Hindi research and
publichation. These were provided with very able and energetic
directors at the initial stage and, in no time, these institutes
proved their worth on the national as well as international level.

Mithila Sanskrit Research Institute under P.L. Vaidya and
S.S. Bagchi as its early directors, published about two dozen
Buddhist Sanskrit texts like Avadana-Kalpalata of Ksemendra,
Lankavatara-Siitra, Suvarna-Prabhasa-Siitra, Dasa-Bhiimika-Siitra,
Jatakamala of Aryastra, Divyavadana, Astasahasrika, Mahavastu-
Avadana, Lalitavistara, Mahayana-Sitra-Samgraha, Siksa-
Samuccaya, Saddharma-Pundarika-Stitra and others, which were
not available to researchers at that time. Several other original
Sanskrit works written by the pandits of Mithila, were also
published subsequently for the first time. A number of doctoral
theses of outstanding merit were also published by the institute.
Some important publications of MRI are Parijata-Aarana
Mahakavya of Karnapiira, Kavya-Pariksa of Srivatsa (both ed. A.L.
Thakur), History of Mithila (Upendra Thakur), History of Navya-
Nyaya in Mithila (D.C. Bhattacharya), An Exposition of
Vyaktiviveka (T.N. Jha), An Exposition of Citramimariisa (Mangla
Pati Jha), Vacaspatimisra on Advaita Vedanta (S.S. Hasurkar),
Linga-Vacana-Vicarah (Pandit Dinabandhu Jha), Prakirna-
Prabandha (collection of Sanskrit works of MM Ramavatar
Sharma), Upama-Vivekah (Kashinath Mishra), Vaiyakarana-
Bhiisana-Sara with Dipika (Comm. Pandit Dinabandhu Jha), etc.
These publications number about 70.

Apart from its outstanding publications for which the
institute is internationally known, it has rendered valuable
service in assimilating the traditional Sanskrit-learning with
modern methods through its post-graduate curriculum and
Ph.D. programmes. Hundreds of scholars received training here
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and they occupied various dignified posts around the country.
For a quite long time it was managed by the Bihar government.
But later on it was taken as a constituent wing of the K.S.
Darbhanga Sanskrit University. Its glorious days are now part
of history. The institute has a rich collection of rare books in
Sanskrit and English along with about 12,000 manuscripts all
donated by the Maharaja of Darbhanga at its very inception.
Some rare manuscripts have been edited and published too.

Nava Nalanda Mahavihara was established by the
Government of Bihar for Pali and Buddhist studies at Nalanda,
near the ancient site of the Nalanda University (fifth — twelth
century) with Bhikhu Jagadish Kashyap as its founder-director.
It published the entire Tripitaka in several volumes in Devanagari
script for the first time. It gained ground during the directorship
of the renowned Sanskrit and Buddhist scholar, Satkari Mookerji
(a teacher of the present writer) who edited and translated into
English several Buddhist Sanskrit works like the Pramana-
Varttika of Dharmakirti (though only in part). The Mahavihara
has maintained its worth through postgradute classes, Ph.D.
programmes and other standard research publications touching
Sanskrit texts too. Besides Pali and Buddhist texts, it teaches
Indian philosophy in general. It has recently been taken over
by the Government of India and converted into a deemed
university. It is a sort of international centre for Buddhist studies
as students from Japan, China, Tibet, Thailand, Sri Lanka and
Myanmar have been studying here from the very beginning.

The Prakrit Institute of Jainism and Ahimsa at Vaisali is
known for the postgraduate studies in Prakrt and Jainism along
with doctoral research work. It is affiliated to Bihar University
for examination purpose. Its research journal containing
standard articles, on Indology in general and Prakrt and Jainism
in particular, is of abiding value even for the Sanskrit
researchers. Publications of the institute number more than 50.
Some of its significant publications are Indian Logic by K.K.
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Dikshit, Studies in Indian Folk-tales in the Light of Vasudevahindi
by Sriranjan Surideva (in Hindi), etc. Sriranjan Surideva edited
the Vasudevahindi, the Prakrt version of Brhat-katha with his
Hindi translation, published from Delhi. Many doctoral theses
in English and Hindi are other valuable publications of the
institute.

The Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research Institute located in
Patna Museum premises is mainly concerned with historical
research and publications. Under the directorship of A.S.
Altekar, the renowned historian and Sanskrit scholar, it initiated
publication of an Indological Research Journal of a very high
standard. The Institute has published a Comprehensive History
of Bihar in six volumes (three volumes with two parts each) in
the 1970s. Herein are included the literary pictures (including
that of Sanskrit) from different periods of Bihar’s history. It is
really encyclopaedic in nature. Hemadri’s commentary, named
Darpana on Kalidasa’s Raghuvarnisa, edited by Rewa Prasad
Dvivedi, is also an important publication of this institute. One
cannot forget the publication of the Biography of Dharmasvamin
(1959) in original Tibetan, edited and translated into English by
G. Roerich, carrying a long introduction by Altekar. It is
noteworthy that Dharmasvamin, a Tibetan monk, visited
Nalanda during the Muslim attack on the monastery and
recorded his experiences of his visit to Bihar in his memoirs.

The institute also published several works under the Tibetan
Sanskrit Series like (a) Sravaka-bhiimi of Asanga (1973) edited
by Karunesh Shukla, (b) Pratimoksa-Statram (1975), (c)
Abhidharma-Samuccaya-Bhasya (1976), both edited by Nathmal
Tatia, and (d) Sara-tama (1979), edited by P.S. Jaini, Professor of
Buddhist Studies, University of California, U.S.A. Other
important publications of the institute are (1) Contribution of Bihar
to Sanskrit Literature (1973) by S. Banerjee, (2) History of Buddhism
by Taranath, translated into Hindi by Rigzin Lunup Lama
(1971).
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Periodical meetings and organising research methodology
training for the students of the Oriental subjects are also
significant programmes of the institute, which are helpful in
encouraging and disciplining Sanskrit researches as well.

The Bihar Rasthtrabhasa Parishad located in Patna is
primarily devoted to publication of Hindi books of a very high
standard. Besides, it publishes a journal (Parishad Patrika)
containing outstanding articles in Hindi. Some of the books
published by the Parishad during the last 60 years are of
enduring value in the field of Sanskrit studies also. We may
mention (a) Katha-Sarit-Sagara of Somadeva (c. twelth century
ce) with Hindi translation in three volumes, (b) Kavya-Mimatiisa
of Rajasekhara (tenth century ce) with Hindi translation by Pt.
Kedaranath Sarasvat, (c) Kavyalarikara of Bhamaha (sixth
century ce) with Hindi translation and expositon by
Devendranath Sharma, (d) Saddharma-Pundarika, a Mahayana
text, translated by R.M. Das, and (e) Brhat-Katha-Sloka-Sariigraha,
translated by R.P. Poddar and Sriranjan Surideva. These Sanskrit
works were translated into Hindji, for the first time.

Besides, the Parishad published some eminent works like
several volumes of the Cultural Studies by MM Gopinath
Kaviraj under different titles, e.g. Bharatiya Sariiskrti aur Sadhana
(in two volumes), Tantrika Vanmaya mein Saktadrsti (Sakta View
in Tantric Literature), etc. The voluminous research work of
P.D. Agnihotri entitled Patafijali-kalina Bharatavarsa (India in the
Time of Patafijali) is a prestigious publication of the Parishad.
Of similar value are the works like Bharattya Bhasa-Sastriya
Cintan ki Pithika (Background of Indian Linguistic Thought) by
Vidyanivas Mishra and Bhasa-Vijiiana ki Bharatiya Parampard aur
Panini (Indian Tradition of Philology and Panini) by Ramdeva
Tripathi. Hindi translation of Pischel’s Prakrit Grammar by
Hemchandra Joshi is also quite valuable in the field of Oriental
philology. The Parishad has published about 200 books of
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outstanding merit in the fields of local dialects and their
philology, literary criticism and scientific literature.

The above mentioned Bihar Research Society, housed in a
big hall of Patna Museum, had seen its glorious days in the
stewardship of K.P. Jayaswal and other Orintalists of Bihar. In
the 1930s, Mahapandit Rahul Sankrityayan had deposited the
entire bulk of manuscripts procured by him during his four
adventurous sojourns to Tibet. These were mostly Sanskrit
manuscripts. Rahulji was in a hurry to publish the Pramana-
Varttika of Dharmakirti with the Sanskrit commentary he had
brought. It was published in 1936 by the Bihar Research Society
and it gave him international fame. Although, better editions
of the text with English translation appeared later from other
publications, but this original edition played a pioneering role.
The Journal of Bihar Research Society was also a pioneer in the
field of Indological studies in Bihar for a long period even up to
the 1960s). But the Society with its journal is now in the last
stage of survival. Its rich library is also in a ruined state and the
old publications of the Society are also not available now.

In 1970s the Bihar government established the Sanskrit
Academy on the pattern of some other states, but owing to the
lack of infrastructure, it has not been able to function properly.
Some initial publications were all that it could do. It is now
merged with other academies.

The Bihar Hindi Granth Academy, a government institution
(estd. 1970) worked very zealously for publishing over 100
standard books in literary, scientific and miscellaneous fields.
Some important works dealing with Sanskrit studies were also
published by the Academy such as Rajasekhara and His Times
(R.P. Pandey), Grammatical Categories (Dipti Sharma), Kavya
Gunas and Alamkaras (Shobhakant Mishra), etc. — all in Hindi.

Universities and Colleges

Till 1951 there was only one university (i.e. Patna University)
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in Bihar having several affiliated colleges both government and
private. Of these, Patna College (estd. 1863) located on the bank
of the Ganga River taught Sanskrit up to postgraduate standard.
(Its postgraduate classes actually started in 1919). Some
erstwhile teachers who taught here are still remembered with
respect, e.g. Pandit Ambikadatta Vyasa (1900), A.P. Banerji-
Shastri (holding Oxonian doctorate degree), Hari Chand and
T. Chowdhury. In 1952, Bihar University was carved out having
its headquarters at Muzaffarpur with jurisdiction over the whole
state except Patna. Patna University became a teaching-cum-
residential university having only four colleges teaching
Sanskrit and a separate postgraduate department was provided.
Bihar University also taught postgraduate Sanskrit in two
campuses one in L.S. College, Muzaffarpur and another at
Kabraghat, Darbhanga, in the campus donated by the Raja of
Darbhanga. The latter (Mithila Sanskrit Research Institute)
opened the doors of postgraduate studies for traditional
students having Acharya degrees in Veda, Vyakarana, Sahitya,
Nyaya, Vedanta, etc. for whom admission to M.A. course in
Sanskrit was so far forbidden, unless they graduated either
privately or through recognised degree colleges. This campus
became a centre of learning for Sanskrit studies as it produced
a galaxy of Sanskrit scholars in course of time.

In 1961, Bihar University was further divided into four
universities, namely, Bihar, Bhagalpur, Ranchi and Magadh,
each having a separate postgraduate department of Sanskrit.
The headquarters of Magadh University was at Bodh-Gaya, on
a wasteland donated by the Mahant of Bodh-Gaya. Soon a
university at Darbhanga named L.N. Mithila University was
established. In course of time these universities were futher
divided owing to increasing workload and the local political
pressure. From Bihar University was carved out the J.P.
University at Chapra, from Magadha came the Veer Kuer Singh
University at Ara, from Mithila came the B.N. Mandal
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University at Madhepura, form Bhagalpur came the Siddu Kanu
University at Dumka and from Ranchi came the Vinoba Bhave
University at Hazaribagh. All the new universities, without
taking care of infrastructure and faculty opened their own
postgraduate departments in many subjects (including Sanskrit).
In such a situation Sanskrit studies suffered a lot in the whole
state excepting a few old universities where good libraries and
a tolerable number of teachers existed. I have heard that some
universities are carrying on postgraduate teaching with a single
teacher, resulting into poor admission in the subject there. Its
main reason was apathy of the government towards higher
education in general and Sanskrit in particular. This is indicated
by the poor financial assistance to the universities concerned.

The role of Kameshwar Singh Darbhanga Sanskrit
University (KSDSU) towards Sanskrit studies may separately
be highlighted here. It was established in 1960 at Darbhanga in
the palatial building donated by the then Maharaja Kameshwar
Singh of Darbhanga with exclusive purpose of propagating and
expanding traditional Sanskrit-learning. He donated a part of
his rich library to the university as well. The function of the old
Bihar Sanskrit Association in conducting Shastri and Acharya
examinations was merged with this university. The lower
examinations of Prathama and Madhyama were entrusted to
the newly-formed Bihar Sanskrit Shiksha Board (on the pattern
of Bihar School Exam. Board). KSDSU remained only an
examining body like its predecessor association till 1974. Ram
Karan Sharma joined as its vice-chancellor on 18 April 1974 and
he brought the university in the mainstream of teaching and
research as well. Post-graduate departments associated with
newly-created faculties were established at Darbhanga and the
colleges remained responsible for teaching up to the Shastri
level. Soon the state government and the UGC showed their
benevolence towards financial grants to the university and posts
of lecturers, readers and professors (till then unknown to
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Sanskrit university) were allowed to be filled up in every
department. Posts of principals in its colleges were also raised
to the level of readers.

In November 2000 the State of Jharkhand was carved out of
Bihar, taking a number of universities with their afilliated
colleges. Thus Ranchi, Vinoba Bhave and Siddu Kanu
universities were included in Jharkhand. A few colleges of
KSDSU falling in the new state became constituent units of the
Vinoba Bhave University.

Sanskrit Curriculum

In Bihar, as elsewhere, there are two types of Sanskrit
curriculum, viz. general and special. As for the general studies
the schools, colleges and universities followed, for a long time,
almost the old pattern which was prevalent in British days. The
English medium was gradually replaced by Hindi. Sanskrit as
a school subject starts now from class VI and textbooks prepared
by the SCERT and published by the Bihar State Text Book
Publishing Corporation are taught from class VI to XII. The State
had no sound policy in place regarding preparation of Sanskrit
textbooks for a long lime. But for the last several years these are
prepared in the light of the educational curriculum (2005)
prescribed by the NCERT, New Delhi. Lessons of the national
and local importance are given due emphasis in Sanskrit
textbooks so that the learner can express himself in Sanskrit at
ease, even when has has to talk about modern subjects.

From the college standard the Sanskrit textbooks are almost
confined to old literature of poetry, drama and prose. Only in
few places the local modern Sanskrit writing has been
introduced. The UGC recently suggested certain changes in the
Sanskrit curriculum both at the undergraduate and
postgraduate levels which resulted in introducing
environmental studies, Indian culture, etc. in some universities.
Sanskrit studies in Bihar in fact prospered from 1950 to 1990
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and the number of students offering this subject was quite
satisfactory. In Patna University there were once 160 students
in M.A. (Previous) class. So was the condition in other renowned
centres of Sanskrit-learning. But gradually the number came
down owing to globalisation, lack of prospects, opening of
vocational courses, retirement of good teachers, disinterested
teaching, insufficient number of teachers, apathy of the
authorities, opening of postgraduate centres without
infrastructure, etc.

At the postgraduate level papers of Veda, Vyakarana,
Philology, History of Sanskrit literature and a few texts of
primary philosophy are compulsorily prescribed while special
group of Sahitya is commonly taught. A few universities teach
either Darsana-$astra, or Linguistics as alternative special group.
Research scholars have to engage postgraduate classes as there
is dearth of regular teachers everywhere.

As far as the special Sanskrit studies are concerned these
are covered by the Sanskrit Shiksha Board (up to Inter-level)
and the KSDSU (for graduate, postgraduate and doctoral levels).
Itis presumed that these institutions produce students with deep
devotion to Sanskrit. In 1960s modern subjects were introduced
lin traditional Sanskrit examinations, so that the scope of
Sanskrit students be widened. In the transitional period
examinations of pracina and navina systems were conducted
separately. But now only the latter survives. Hence, the students
undergoing special training of Sastras have to pass in modern
subjects like English, Hindi, Economics, Political Science,
Mathematics, etc. at the graduate level (i.e. Shastri exam.). At
the Postgraduate Centre at Darbhanga Acharya classes are
conducted in various traditional Sastras. The medium is
Sanskrit. After the Acharya examination in a particular Sastra
some students opt for research work for the Vidyavaridhi
(Ph.D.) degree in that Sastra, if their projects or synopses are
approved by the Research Council. The thesis is generally
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written in Sanskrit except is some cases. Thus the university is
doing service to Sanskrit learning in its own way. Despite poor
facility for research, some brilliant theses were produced by
the scholars at this university. But in most cases, the modern
methods of research are not observed because of lake of good
infrastructure.

Private Institutions and Magazines

There are several private Sanskrit institutions for the promotion
and propagation of Sanskrit among the people. The foremost
of these is the Sanskrit Sanjivan Samaj founded by Pandit
Ambikadatta Vyasa in 1893 at Patna. It published its magazine
Sanskrit-Sanjivanam for a long time. After gaps of several years
from time to time, it is still surviving with the financial assistance
of Jagadish Pandey, its president. Under the editorship of
Devendranath Sharma, Kashinath Mishra and the present
writer, a journal Patalasrih was published for about five years
in the 1960s under the auspices of the Sanskrit Natya Parisad.
Another magazine, Sanskrit-Sammelanam (from Patna) under the
editorship of Pandit Chandradipa Shukla was published for a
long time, but the demise of its editor resulted in its closure
recently. Its several special issues (like Harihar Kripalu Dvivedi
number) are of abiding value. The Sanskrit Seva Sangh, founded
by Baneshvar Pathak at Ranchi served the purpose of Sanskrit
learning by organising periodical meetings and special lectures
by specially invited Sanskrit scholars. These institutions prove
their worth by celebrating Sanskrit Divas, Gita Jayanti, Guru
Purnima, Shastra Sabha, Kavi Sammelan, Vidwat Samman, etc.

Sanskrit Prasara Parishad (Ara) deserves a special mention
as it has been publishing a half-yearly research journal named
Aranyakam under the editorship of an enthusiastic scholar,
Gopabandhu Mishra for the last 20 years. Many other
publications of this Parishad along with Vidvat-Sammana are
also noteworthy.
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Propagators of Sanskrit (Ksatra-bala)

AS. Ayengar, the then Governor of Bihar in 1960s was a great
propagator of Sanskrit. He encouraged staging of several
Sanskrit plays and organisation of Sanskrit Kavi-Sammelans in
Raj Bhavan on the occasion of Republic Day, etc. He himself
ensured his presence in any Sanskrit meeting, if invited. S.V.
Sohoni, ICS, who served the state of Bihar in various capacities
and who later became the vice-chancellor of Sanskrit university,
Darbhanga and Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapith at Pune, was a
profound scholar and lover of Sanskrit and delivered many
erudite lectures in the meetings of Bihar Research Society and
elsewhere. Rukmini Raman Singh, formerly a landlord of
Muzaffarpur was a great lover of Sanskrit and financed the
publications of various Sanskrit periodicals. Jagadish Pandey,
a retired chief engineer of Bihar patronises Sanskrit Sanjivan
Samaj with his benevolent financial assistance and presence in
its various meetings

Poets and Writers

In the post-Independence era many poets and writers of Sanskrit
in Bihar came to light with their creative and critical writings.
The journals and magazines published over these years contain
much of their works. A few authors published their own
writings while a number of Sanskrit works written by Bihari
writers were published by renowned publishers. They include
critical as well as literary works. The books thus published are
more than 200 in number during the period under review. We
are constrained by the limit of space to mention only the well-
known writers and their works.

Janaki Vallabh Shastri, the great scholar-poet of Muzaffarpur
who has opened the doors of new sensibility in Sanskrit poetry
through his Kakali appreciated by Rabindranath Tagore, wrote
his Bandi-mandiram in Mandakranta metre. Ramnath Pathak
Pranai’s Rastravani was first published in 1952. It contains
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Sanskrit songs in appreciation of nationalism. The book was
later edited by R.V. Tripathi and published by the Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan in 2010. Bhavanidatta Sharma interpreted the
lives of Bharata and Urmila afresh through his mahakavyas
Bharatacaritam and Saumitrisundari-caritam. Dinsesh Prasad
Pandey wrote many Sanskrit books of which Mitraditam and
Bharatayanam are well known.

The late Nemichandra Shastri of Ara (who originally hailed
from Madhya Pradesh) was a great scholar of Sanskrit, Prakrt
and Jainism. He edited a half-yearly research journal in Sanskrit,
Magadham by name. Only after five or six issues it was closed.
Its special numbers e.g., Pataliputra Pariksitah are of an
outstanding value. Shastri was an institution in himself. His
contributions are spread in about a dozen books on Indological
subjects. He is credited with delivering the first Sanskrit speech
in AIOC as sectional president of Prakrt and Jainism section at
the Ujjain session (1972).

Kashinath Mishra, apart from his Upamaviveka mentioned
above and his monograph on Udayanacarya in Sanskrit
(published by the Sahitya Academy), wrote Vidyaptisatakam (a
creative poetic translation in Arya metre of 100 songs of the
Maithili poet Vidyapati) in 700 verses, Kamatarajatarangini (a
versified account of the Karnata dynasty of medieval Mithila)
in eight tarangas of Anustup metre and Harsacarita-Mafijari (for
which he was awarded by the Sahitya Akademy). His eloquent
literary style is inimitable in the modern era. Jayamant Mishra
wrote Arya-Paficasati (a muktaka kavya) besides his earlier critical
works Nibandha-Kusumafijali (collection of Sanskrit essays on
poetics) and Kavyatma-Mimarsa (on the soul of poetry).
Munishvar Jha wrote Veda-Vag-Vivrtti on the Vedic literature.
His Hindi translation of the Whitney’s Sanskrit Grammar
published in two volumes by the U.P. Hindi Sansthan, Lucknow,
is well known and shows his linguistic talent. Bechan Jha edited
the Kamadhenu Sanskrit commentary on Vamana’s
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Kavyalaritkara Siitravrtti (published by Chowkhamba Sanskrit
Sansthan, Varanasi). His doctoral thesis concept of poetic
blemishes was also published by Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series.
Satish Chandpra Jha is credited for with his work on contribution
of Katyayana to Sanskrit grammar.

Uma Shankar Sharma ‘Rishi’ came with his treatise and
edition of the Nirukta (chapters I-VII) in 1961. His edition of
Sarva-Darsana-Sarmigraha was published in 1964. Subsequently his
edition of the Rgueda-Samihita (chapter I) with exhaustive treatment
appeared in 1973, to be followed by Mimarsa-dar$ana
(Tarkapada) with Sabarabhasya (1980), Karaka-Tattvanusilana (is
doctoral thesis, 1992) and Sanskrit Sahitya ka Itihasa (1999). His
Sanskrit poems were published sporadically in local magazines.
Many research scholars under his guidance got their works
published through various publishers. Significant works among
them are Paribhasendu-Sekhara: A Study (Gopabandhu Mishra),
Cultural Studies of Asvaghosa’s Works (Neelam Roy), Saritkhya
Philosophy and Pramana (Madhubala Sinha), Linganusasana: A
Study (Sudha Mishra) and Philosophy of Asvaghosa (Mahasveta
Maharathi). Veena Sharma’s work Ksitpratyaya-Vimarsa was
published with the financial assistance of Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan.

Kalanath Jha’s Figurative Poetry in Sanskrit was published
by Motilal Banarsidass. Mahesh Jha’s Satakas Sri Candika, Saparya
and Arya are famous for devotional poetry — expressed in
chaste style. Ramashish Panday of Ranchi has written more than
a dozen Sanskrit books, e.g., Kavya-Kadambakam, Mayiikhadiitam,
Sikhabandhanam, Karnarjuniyam (both dramas), besides Indira-
Satakam and Pradelika-Satakam. He also wrote a voluminous
work on the etymologies of Yaska, published in 1998 from
Ranchi. Ram Bilas Chaudhary has written a drama Adbhuta-
Panigrahanam on the institution of marriage.

There is a Sanskrit poetess in Bihar (though she hails from
U.P.) named Smt. Mithilesh Kumari Mishra. She wrote a large
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number of Sanskrit plays, poems and a novel. Among her
dramas are Amrapali, Tulasidasa and Dasamastvamasi (satirical
one-act plays). Her poems are Subhasitasumanofijalih, Vyasa-
Satakam, Kavyayani (50 songs) and Candracaritam (on Subhas
Chandra Bose). She wrote Jigisa (a novel), Laghvi (101 short
stories) and Adhunika (short stories) too. She writes simple
Sanskrit in almost spoken style with good fluency.

We cannot forget the two non-residents of Bihar, Ram Karan
Sharma and Jagannath Pathak. Sharma settled in Delhi at
present is credited with a number of Sanskrit poems like Patheya-
Satakam (1988, on the speciality of Sanatana Dharma), Sandhya,
§iva—s’ukiyam, Vina, Dipka, Sarvamangala, Gaganavani, Manasi,
Sumanomala (2001), etc. besides two idealistic and utopic novels
— Sima (1987) and Rayisah (1994). His doctoral thesis Elements
of Poetry in the Mahabharata was published from California (USA)
in 1966. Its second edition was published in 1988 by Motilal
Banarsidass. His creativity is still continuing. Jagannath Pathak
is settled in Allahabad. His Kapisayani (a collection of a variety
of Sanskrit poems of new sensibility) fetched the him the Sahitya
Akademi Award. His another poem Arya-Sahasranamam
contains 1,000 verses in Arya metre. It is written in the form of
ancient muktakas but a new philosophical dimension has been
drawn upon in its content. Pathak was assigned the task of
editing the volume dealing with modern Sanskrit literature by
the Uttar Pradesh Sanskrit Sansthan, Lucknow. It was published
as volume VII of the Comprehensive History of Sanskrit Literature.

Future Prospect

The state of Bihar along with its former part (i.e. Jharkhand)
has not lagged behind in Sanskrit studies even in modern age,
despite inadequate means. The institutions which moved
forward in every respect till recently now suffer from an
apathetic attitude of the authorities and consequently they are
not in a position of promoting inspiring Sanskrit studies in Bihar.



92 | SIXTY YEARS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES: VOL. 1

There are huge manuscript libraries in Sanskrit University and
Research Institute at Darbhanga as also in the Bihar Research
Society at Patna but they are not utilised and the position is —
jirnam ange subhasitam (the contents are in a state of destruction
in the body itself). The talented poets of Sanskrit in this state
suffer from lasiness and dearth of proper appreciation and
publication facilities as well. The Sanskrit academies in other
states prosper but in Bihar it is still in the initial stage after a
period of some 30 years. Universities and private institutions
are doing routine work in propagating Sanskrit research and
preservation of learning. Sometimes the scholars from outside
the state are invited and shown due respect and appreciation
which indicates the love for Sanskrit among common the people
too. We are still hopeful to revitalise Sanskrit studies in the State
of Bihar while boasting of its glorious literary past.



Sanskrit Studies in Delhi

Shashiprabha Kumar
Ramakant Shukla

Delhi is not only the political capital of India, but also a hub of
the literary, cultural, educational and research activities,
although much of these are not widely known through the
communication media. There are thirteen universities in Delhi,
besides the two deemed to be Sanskrit universities, which are
solely devoted to the higher studies in Sanskrit. In the last
sixty years or so, Delhi has witnessed a wide interest and
steady growth of Sanskrit as well as sariiskrti, reflected through
the language. The present write-up aims to highlight a few
glimpses of the same.

However, it needs to be clarified at the outset that given
the constraint of time and limited availability of information,
the article is only selective and does not in any way claim to
be comprehensive. It is also worth mentioning in this regard
that there are at least three prior publications focusing on
Sanskrit Studies in Delhi, details of which are given below:

1. “Sanskrit Studies in Delhi” by Prof. Satyapal Narang
in Sanskrit Studies in India, edited by Dr. K K. Mishra,
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, New Delhi:1997, pp.75-94.

2. “Sanskrit Studies in Delhi” by Prof. Avanindra Kumar
in Sanskrit Studies in India, edited by Prof. Vachaspati
Upadhyaya, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya
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Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, New Delhi: 2001, pp.145-181.

3. Dillisthah Vimsasatabdiyah Sariiskyta-Racanakarah authored
by Dr. Chandrabhushana Jha, edited by Dr. Srikrishna
Semwal, Delhi Sanskrit Academy, New Delhi: 2001.

Since the present article is intended to highlight the status
of Sanskrit Studies in Delhi during the last sixty years, hence
it has been endeavoured herein to avoid repetitions as much
as possible and to elaborate those aspects which were not
covered in the earlier works.

It is in the above said background that the following brief
sketch is being put forward under seven heads:

1. Department of Sanskrit, University of Delhi

2. Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University

3. Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Rashtriya Sanskrit
Vidyapeetha

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan

Delhi Sanskrit Academy

Registered /Unregistered societies/trusts

Others

N 9o

Department of Sanskrit, University of Delhi

The Department of Sanskrit, University of Delhi, is as old as
the university itself. Having come into existence in 1922, the
year the university came into being, initially for two years it
had no postgraduate students. In 1924, a student in M.A. was
admitted and the department’s postgraduate wing came into
being. From a small department it has now grown into one of
the biggest departments in the university, with some three
hundred postgraduate students and one hundred fifty research
scholars and about one hundred fifty teachers taking into
account teachers, both in affileated colleges and the university
department.
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The department of Sanskrit has had some of the stalwarts
as its members in the past. Prof. Joshi is an internationally
acclaimed Sanskritist who has several works to his credit,
written in Sanskrit, in English, in French, in Spanish and in
Hindi. Having done his D.Litt. from Paris, he introduced
modern European research methods in the department. He
has been the visiting Professor in the U.S.A. and many other
European and Latin American countries. He is a recipient of
several awards and gold medals including ‘Certificate of
Honour’” from the President of India and Sahitya Akademi
Award.

Prof. Satyavrat Shastri is another world-renowned Sanskrit
scholar, who has been Dean, Arts Faculty and Head of the
Sanskrit Department. Prof. Shastri is the recipient of seventy-
six honours and awards, national and international, including
Jnanapith, Padmabhushana and President of India ‘Certificate
of Honour’. He has authored ten creative works in Sanskrit,
six critical works on Sanskrit and two travelogues besides
two translated books, five edited books and one compilation
of Sanskrit maxims. Over and above these books, he has
published more than 150 research articles and contributed
foreward to one hundred and twenty-five books.

The department has also had scholars like Prof. S.P.
Narang, N.S. Shukla, Avanindra Kumar, Krishnlal, M.I. Khan,
Usha Chaudhuri, Vachaspati Upadhyaya, B.M. Chaturvedi,
Pushpendra Kumar, M.M. Agrawal on its faculty. At present
there are eleven faculty members in the Sanskrit Department
of Delhi University:
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Name Designation Area

Dr. Mithilesh Chaturvedi| Professor & Head |Philosophy of Grammar,
Grammar, Literature

Dr. Dipti Tripathi Professor Grammar, Linguistics,
Poetics & Literature
Dr. Shakuntala Punjani | Professor Philosophy
Dr. Sharda Sharma Professor Veda & Dharmashastra
Dr. Ramesh Bhardwaj Professor Grammar, Linguistics,
Philosophy & Veda
Dr. Meera Dwivedi Associate Professor| Poetics & Literature

Dr. Bharatendu Pandey | Associate Professor| Grammar, Linguistics &

Philosophy

Dr. Omnath Bimali Associate Professor| Grammar, Linguistics &
Philosophy

Dr. Purnima Kaul Assistant Professor| Epigraphy, Culture &
Literature

Dr. Satyamurti Assistant Professor| Philosophy, Linguistics

& Literature

Sh. Tec Chand Meena Assistant Professor| Poetics & Literature

The total number of students enrolled in Ph.D., M.Phil.
and M.A. courses of the department at present is about five
hundred and twenty-five.

Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies,
Jawaharlal Nehru Univerity

In 2001, the Special Centre for Sanskrit Studies was set up in
Jawaharlal Nehru University. In its existence since the past
one decade, the centre has grown in several dimensions. Apart
from the seven permanent faculty members, (which is expected
to increase very soon), the students” strength in quantity as
well as quality is in fact the real achievement of the centre.
Eminent, world-renowned Sanskritists like Prof. George
Cardona, Prof. M.K. Byrski and Prof. Rama Nath Sharma have
come to the centre as visiting faculty while Prof. Ashok
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Aklujkar, Prof. Nicholas Kazanas, Prof. T.S. Rukmani, Prof.
Subhash Kak, etc. have delivered special lectures at the centre.
Every year a Sanskrit Week programme is celebrated in which
lectures by invited scholars on the chosen themes are organised
and select proceedings are published.

During the Xth Plan research and publication programme,
the following five publications are brought out by the centre
(besides the individual faculty publications):

1.

Sanskrit Across Cultures, edited by Shashiprabha Kumar,
D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd., 2007.

Sanskrit and Other Indian Languages, edited by
Shashiprabha Kumar, D.K. Printworld (P) Ltd., 2007.
Veda as Word, edited by Shashiprabha Kumar, D.K.
Printworld (P) Ltd., 2006.
Sanskrit Studies I, edited by Kapil Kapoor, D.K.
Printworld (P) Ltd., 2005.

Sanskrit Studies 1I, edited by Wagish Shukla, D.K.
Printworld (P) Ltd., 2007.

Details of the Projects Completed in the Centre

S. No.| Name of Project Project Funding Agency
Co-ordinator
A Multilingual, Multimedia |Prof. Shashiprabha | JNU under
1. Encyclopaedic Dictionary of |Kumar UPOE
Intellectual Terms of Indian programme of
Culture (Indian Philosophy) uGC
2. To Prepare a Reader in Indian|Dr. Ram Nath uGC
Philosophy Jha
Database System for Dialects |Dr. Girish Nath MGAHU, New
3. of Hindi Jha Delhi
Online Multilingual Dr. Girish Nath JNU under
4. Amarakosa Jha UPOE
programme
of UGC
5. Brhat Vaisesika Kosha Prof. Shashiprabha | UGC
Kumar
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List of Projects Currently Running in the Special Centre
for Sanskrit Studies

S. No| Name of Project Project Funding Agency
Co-ordinator
Pali-Sabda-Kalpa-Taruh Dr. C. Upender | U.G.C
1. (A Multilingual Rao
Dictionary of Pali)
Indian Languages Dr. Girish Nath | Department of
2. Corpora Initiative (ILCI) Jha Information
Technology
Developing Computational Dr. Girish Nath | Department of
3. Tools for Sanskrit and Sanskrit- Tha Information
Hindi Machine Translation Technology

Faculty: Strength and Specialisation

S.No | Name Designation | Specialisation
of the Faculty
1. Dr. Shashiprabha Professor Veda, Bharatiya
Kumar Darsana: Vaisesika,
Vedanta
2. Dr. C. Upender Associate Sanskrit language and
Rao Professor Poetics, Pali and Early
Buddhist philosophy
3. Dr. Santosh Associate Mimamsa,
Kumar Shukla Professor Dharmasastra, Sanskrit

Language and Literature

4. Dr. Girish Nath Associate Computational
Jha Professor Linguistics, Sanskrit
Linguistics
5. Dr. Hari Ram Assistant Literary theory,
Mishra Professor Vyakarana, Pali, Prakrt
6. Dr. Ram Nath Assistant Indian
Jha Professor Philosophy: Vedanta,
Principal Upanisads
and Bhagavadgita
7. Dr. Rajnish Kumar|  Assistant Sanskrit
Mishra Professor Linguistics, Literary
theory , Kashmir

Saivism, Buddhism
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Students of the Centre

The first academic programme, i.e. direct Ph.D. was introduced
in 2002 when the first batch of nine students was admitted. In
2003, the M.A. programme was initiated and the first batch of
19 students was admitted. From July 2004, the M.Phil/Ph.D.
programme has been initiated. The average annual intake of
students is 33 for M.A. and 17 for M.Phil/Ph.D. for now, it is
likely to change over the years. The total strength of students
registered at the centre at present is 145. 54 students of the
centre have been awarded Junior Research Fellowship till date.

Besides, there are more than one hundred undergraduate
students from other centres who choose Sanskrit as a tool/
optional course.

List of the Students Who have been Awarded Ph.D.

S. | Name of the Topic of the Supervisor |Year of
No| Student Thesis Award
1. | Manju Pandit | The Concept of Prof. Shashi-1/12/2006
Purusa in Indian prabha
Moral Thought with | Kumar
Special Reference to
Purusa-Pariksa of
Vidyapati Thakkura
2. | Devendra Ancient Indian Prof. Shashi-{5/12/2006
Singh Therapeutics with | prabha
Special Referenceto | Kumar
Atharvaveda
3. | R. Chandra- Part of Speech Dr.Girish |12/7/2007
sekar Tagging for Sanskrit| Nath Jha
4. | Sudhir Kumar Sanskrit Karaka Dr.Girish |5/3/2008
Mishra Analyzer for Nath Jha
Machine Translation
5. | Sharda Concept of Jati and | Dr. Hari 11/4/2008
Narayanan Dravya with Special | Ram Mishra
Reference to Vakya-
padiya
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6. |Kaushalya Dharamshashtra Dr. Santosh |19/5/2009
Mein Shudra Kumar
(Pramukh Panduli- |Shukla
pion ke Vishesh
Sandarbh Mein)
7. |Lakshmi Sankara Vedanta Dr. Ram 21/8/2009
Kant Vimal mein Arthanir- Nath Jha
dharana Siddhanton
ka Adhyayana
8. |RenuKochhar éatapatha Brahmana |Prof. Shashi- [23/11/2009
mein Daréanika prabha
Pratika: Vijiiana- Kumar
bhasya ke Adhara
Par (Paficama Kanda
Paryanta)
9. |Kuldeep Kumar| Structure of Vakya in |Dr. Hari 11/2/2010
Indian Linguistic Ram
Thought Mishra
10. |Priti Bhowmik | Evloving & Learning |Dr.Girish  (26/4/2010
Methods for Teaching|Nath Jha
Sanskrit Grammar
based on CBSE
Syllabus for IX and X:
A Critical Study
11. |Anita Swami Patafjala Yoga- Dr. Ram 7/7/2011
Parampara mein Nath Jha
Jhianaprakriya ka
Swartipa (Katipaya
Tikaon ke Sandarbha
Mein)
List of the Students
Who have been Awarded M.Phil
S. | Name of Topic of the Supervisor Year of
No | the Student | Dissertation Award
1. | Anita Swami | Yogasttra-Vyasa Bhasya | Dr. Ram 13/10/2006
Mein Gyanprakriya ka | Nath Jha
Swartipa
2. | Yogesh Hrdaya Evam Sahrdaya: | Dr. Rajnish 30/10/2006,
Shama Artha, Srota, Antahsam- | Kumar Mishra
bandha
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3. | Surjya Kamal | Epistemology in Dr. Ram 6/11/2006
Borah Kathopanisad Nath Jha
4. | Abhay Tiwari | Samkalin Sanskrit Kavya | Dr. Hari Ram (22/11/2006)
Sarjanatmakata: Bhagi- |Mishra
rathi ke Videsa
Sandarbha mein
5. | Brijesh Kr. Bhartiya Darsana me Dr. Santosh  [24/11/2006,
Sonkar Khyativada: Tulanat- Kumar Shukla
maka Adhyayana
6. | Mai Ram Saiva evam Vyakarana |Dr. Rajnish 30/11/2006
Tantron me Vak: Kumar Mishra
Anuvada, Siddhanta,
Darsana
7. | Subash Machine Recognitionand | Dr. Girish 9/1/2007
Morphological Analysis |Nath Jha
of Subanta Padas
8. | Shruti Rai Abhasa: Its Philosophy  |Dr. Rajnish 23/2/2007
and Aesthetics Kumar Mishra
9. | Manji Bhadra | Computational Analysis |Dr. Girish 9/10/2007
of Gender in Sanskrit Nath Jha
Noun-Phrases for
Translation
10.| Bhoopendra
Singh Parmani| Tarka-Prakasini Prof. Shashi- |26/11/2007|
(Tarka-Sarhgraha ki prabha Kumar
Aprakasitatika) ka
Samalocanatmaka
Adhyayana
11.| Vijendra Singh| Panini Proktakrt Dr. Hari Ram |8/2/2008
Pratyayon ka Artha- Mishra
vaisistya (Sisupalavadha,
Navasangaparyanta ke
Visesa sandarbha mein)
12.| Ram Narayan | Bharatiya Kavi-Pratibha |Dr. Hari Ram |25/1/2008
Meena aur S.T. Coleridge Mishra
Pratipadita ‘Genius
(Pratibha) aur Talent
(Prajiia) ki Tulanatmaka
Samiksa
13.| Sachin Kumar | Sandhi Splitter and Dr. Girish 29/1/2008
Analyzer for Sanskrit Nath Jha

(with special reference
to Acsandhi)




102 | Sixty YEARS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES: VOL. 1
14. [Mayank Dhvanyalokalocana Dr. Hari 4/2/2008
Shekhar Prathamodyota: Dipa- | Ram Mishra
$ikha ki Drsti Mein
15. |ManjuSingh | Bhakti Rasa: Siddhanta | Dr. Hari 3/4/2008
Darsana evam Anupra- | Ram Mishra
yoga (Utapal Dev Krita
Sivastotravali ke Visesa
Sandarbha Mein)
16. | Muktanand Computational Identi- Dr. Girish 25/4/2008
Agarwal fication and Analysis of | Nath Jha
Sanskrit Verb-forms of
Bhvadigana
17.| Vijay Kumar Ayurveda Darsana Mein | Dr. Ram 6/4/2009
Meena Pramana Mimarmsa Nath Jha
(Samkhya-Nyaya
Darsana ke Visesa
Sandarbha Mein)
18. | Diwakar Mani | Online Indexing of Adi- | Dr.Girish 9/4/2009
parva of Mahabharata Nath Jha
19. | Ramkishor Prasthanatrayi Sankara- | Dr. Ram 9/4/2009
Maholiya bhasya Mein Sarhkhya- | Nath Jha
Sidhhanta Samiksa
20. | Anil Pratap | Rasagangadhara Dr. Hari 20/4/2009
Giri Navyanyaya-Bhasa- Ram Mishra
Pravidhi ke Aloka Mein
21.|Surjit Kumar | Kridante Recognition Dr. Girish 4/5/2009
Singh and Processing for Nath Jha
Sanskrit
22.|Rev. Preventive and Social Dr. Santosh | 6/5/2009
Bakamoone Medicine with Special Kumar Shukla
Indaratana Reference to the Caraka
Samhita
23. | Shashikant Rasagangadhara evam Dr. Hari Ram |20/5/2009
Tripathi Rasa-Mimarhsa mein Mishra
Rasavimarsa
24. | Monica Metaphysics in the Dr. Ram 22/5/2009
Kuwar Rathod| Philosophy of Ayurveda | Nath Jha
25. |Sunita Atal Sanskrit tatha Greek Dr. Hari Ram |11/9/2009
Rangamanca Mishra
26. | Diwakar Issues and Challenges in | Dr. Girish 8/1/2010
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Mishra Computational Pro- Nath Jha
cessing of Vyafijana
Sandhi
27.| Debashis Erich Frauwallner’s Prof. Shashi- [15/1/2010
Ghosh Contribution to Vaisesika | prabha Kumar
Studies
28.| Sunita Atal Ekaksara Sabdon ka Dr. Ram 27/1/2010
Darsanika Adhyayana Nath Jha
29.| Satyamudita | Tarkasamgraha ka Dr. Ram 15/2/2010
Snehi Arekhiya evam Nath Jha
Ganitiya Prastutikarana
(Navyanyaya-bhasa ke
Aloka mein)
30.| Sushma Devi | Karuna Rasa: Siddhanta, | Dr. Hari Ram |26/2/2010
Daréana evam Anupra- |Mishra
yoga (Kalidasa evam
Bhavabhti ke Videsa
Sandarbha Mein)
31.| Bipin Kumar | Kashmir Saiva Daréana |Dr. Rajnish 17/3/2010
Jha Mein Pramata Kumar Mishra
32.| Sarita Singh | Valmiki Ramayana ke Dr. Hari Ram |26/3/2010
Sundarakanda mein Mishra
Upamanakrta Artha-
vaiSistya
33.| Mahendra Samsamayika Sanskrit |Dr. Rajnish 11/6/2010
Kumar Meena Kathés?hitya: Katha- Kumar Mishra
Vastu, Silpa evam
Samvedana (Rajasthaniya
Pratinidhi Sanskrit
Kathakaron ke Visesa
Sandarbha Mein)
34.| Reeta Gupta | ‘Mayamatam’ mein Dr. Ram 10/1/2011
Vastuvidya ka swarfipa |Nath Jha
35.| Puran Mal A Morphosyntactical Dr. Hari Ram (23/2/2011
Verma Analysis of Compounds |Mishra
in Dasakumaracaritam
of Dandin
36.| Vishva Nighantupariganita Prof. Shashi- (24/2/2011
Bandhu Prthvivacaka Namapada:|prabha Kumar

Eka Parisilana (Devaraja
Yajvakrta Nighantu-
Nirvacana Tika ke

Aloka Mein)
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37.| Sapna Jain Vaisesika Darsana evam |Prof. Shashi- [24/2/2011
Jain Dar$ana mein prabha Kumar
Paramanuvada: Eka
Tulanatmaka Adhyayana
38.| Manisha Vijianabhiksukrta Dr. Ram 11/3/2011
Kumari Sarhkhyasara ka Nath Jha
Darsanika Adhyayana
39.| Mansingh Yajfiavalkya Smrti ke Dr. Santosh  |29/4/2011
Kanwat Sandarbha mein Mana- |Kumar Shukla
vadhikara ki Sankalpana:
Mitaksara ke Visesa
Sandarbha mein
40.| Mukesh Kr. Computational Analysis |Dr. Girish 4/5/2011
Mishra of Sanskrit Homonyms: |Nath Jha
in the Context of Nanar-
thavarga of Amarakosa
41.| Mamta Dhvani Siddhanta: Dr. Rajnish 12/5/2011
Tripathi Parampara Sandarbha |Kumar Mishra
evam Anuprayoga
(‘Nirala” Viracita Rama
ki Saktiptja ke Visesa
Sandarbha Mein).
42.| Ravi Prakash | Mantri Parisad: Sidhanta | Dr. Hari Ram [23/5/2011
Singh evam Vyavahara Mishra
(Arthasastra evam
Sukraniti ke Sandarbha
Mein).
43.| Alok Tripathi| Vakrokti: Theory and Dr. Hari Ram [5/9/2011
Application (A Study of |Mishra
Representative Poems of
G.M. Hopkins)
44.| Sanjeev Sanskrit Vanmaya Meifi | Dr. Rajnish 12/10/2011
Kumar Kavi: Avadharana evam |Kumar Mishra

Apeksayein.
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List of the Continuing Ph.D. Students
S. | Student’s Topic of the Supervisor | Since
No| Name Thesis
1. | Brijesh Kumar| Carvakiya Dr. Santosh | 2006
Sonkar Avadharanaon Kumar
ki Tarkika Samiksa Shukla
2. | ShrutiRai Saiva Philosophy of Dr. Rajnish | 2006
Languages: Issues, Kumar Mishra
Interfaces, Expositions
(With special reference
to works of Acarya
Abhinavagupta)
3. | Abhay Tiwari | Sanskrit-Kavyasastra Dr. Hari Ram | 2006
mein Saundarya- Mishra
mimamsa
4. | Yogesh Santa Rasa: Adhara, Dr. Rajnish 2006
Sharma Aswada, Dar$ana Kumar Mishra
5. | Subash Ontological Knowledge | Dr.Girish 2006
Base for Selected Verbs | Nath Jha
of Sanskrit and Bangla
6. | Surjya Epistemology in the Dr. Ram 2006
Kamal Borah | Principal Upanisads Nath Jha
7. | Bhupendra Vaisesikasttron ki Prof. Shashi | 2007
Singh Parnami| Pafica Arvacina Prabha Kumar
Sanskrit Tikaon ka
Samalocanatmaka
Adhyanana
8. | ManjuSingh | Rasa: Siddhanta evam Dr. Hari Ram | 2007
Anubhiti (Kavya ke Mishra
Sandarbha Mein)
9. | Mayank Abhinavgupta ka Dr. Hari Ram | 2007
Shekar Kavyasiddhanta Mishra
10.| Manji Bhadra | Knowledge base for Dr. Girish 2007
Karma Karaka Nath Jha
11.| Sachin Kumar| Named Entities Dr. Girish 2007
Recognition for Nath Jha

Sanskrit: A Hybrid
Approach
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12. | Neelam Yadav| Dharmasastriya Dr. Santosh | 2008
Nyayika Prakriya Kumar Shukla
13. | Sunita Atal | Natyasastra mein Dr. Hari Ram | 2008
Prakriti Vicara: Mishra
Siddhanta evam Prayog
(Rajasthani Lok Natyon
ke Sandarbha Mein)
14. | Bakamoone | Bhatavidya and its Dr. Santosh | 2008
Indaratana Socio-Psychological Kumar Shukla
Dimensions in the
Backdrop of Sinhalese
Buddhist Community
in Sri Lanka
15. | Monika K. Philosophical Founda- | Dr. Ram 2008
Rathore tions of Natural Nath Jha
Healings in Ayurveda
and Taoism
16. | Ramkishor Prasthanatrayi Sankara- | Dr. Ram 2008
Maholiya bhasya mein Paramata- | Nath Jha
khandana Samiksa
(Bauddha Darsana ke
Visesa Sandarbha Mein)
17. | Sureswar Bhartiya Darsana evam | Dr. Ram 2008
Meher Vigyana mein Sristi Nath Jha
Samracana ka Anusilana
(Jagadisa Chandra Hasija
krta Avinasi Visva-
Nataka ke Visesa
Paripreksya mein)
18. | Vijay Kumar | Ayurveda aura Patafijala| Dr. Ram 2008
Meena Yoga mein Manasika Nath Jha
Cikitsa Ka Darsanika
Adhara
19. | Surjit Kumar | Sanskrit Lexicography | Dr. Girish 2008
Singh Models and Semantic Nath Jha
Processing of Sanskrit
20. | Sharda Jataka Katha mein Dr. Rajnish | 2008
Gautam Dharma evam Sadhana | Kumar Mishra
ka Svarfipa
21. | MohanSingh | Advaitavedanta mein Dr. Ram 2008
Rajput Gahana Paristhitikiya Nath Jha

Cintana
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22.| Mahendra Sanskrit Katha Sahitya: | Dr.Rajnish 2009
Kumar Meena | Parampara, Siddhanta | Kumar Mishra
evam Prayoga.
23.| Debashis An Enquiry into Jayanta | Prof. Shashi- |2009
Ghosh Bhatta’s Arguments prabha Kumar
Reflected in the Nyaya-
Mafijar
24.| Diwakar SAMVACAKA: Sanskrit | Dr. Girish 2009
Mishra Speech Synthesizer Nath Jha
System
25.| Nidhi Paniniyavyakaranadisa | Dr. Santosh |2009
Vedaratana | Svaraprakriyadharena | Kumar Shukla
Vedarthaparisilanam
26.| Vakil Ahmad | Social Stratification and | Dr. C. 2009
Social Mobility in Upender Rao
Medieval North India:
As reflected in Sanskrit
Inscriptions of Rajputs
27.| Gitesh Nirban | Ethics in the Select-Sub- | Prof. Shashi- |2005
Narratives of Maha- prabha Kumar
bharata: An Eco-Femi-
nistic Study
28.| Sushma Devi | Ramayana par Adhari- | Dr. Rajnish 2009
ta Katipaya Natakon Kumar Mishra
mein Stri-Vimarsa
29.| SaritaSingh | Valmiki Ramayana me | Dr. Hari Ram [2009
Upamanakrta Mishra
ArthavaiSistya
30.| Satyamudita | Mysticism in the Dr. Ram 2009
Snehi Philosophy of Nath Jha
Upanishads and Plato
31.| Sunita Atal Vaidika Vajn_ maya mein | Dr. Ram 2009
Ekaksara Sabdon ka Nath Jha
Prayoga evarh Unaka
Vikasa
32.| Bae Hyang Ok| Individuality and Dr. C. 2010
Complementarity of Upender Rao
Asanga and Vasubandhul
in the Development of
Yogacara School
33.| Reeta Gupta |Bharatiya Vastuvidya ka | Dr. Ram 2010
Swariipa (Visvakarma | Nath Jha
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Vastusastram” ke Videsa
Paripreksya mein).
34.| Sapna Jain Bharatiya Daréana evam | Dr. Ram 2010
Vijiiana mein Paramanu- | Nath Jha/
vada (Nyaya-Vaiéesika | Prof. Uttam-
evam Jaina Daréana ke | pati
Visesa Paripreksya
mein).
35.| Vishva Suklayajurvediya- Prof. Shashi {2010
Bandhu Madhyandina- Prabha Kumar
Samhitayah Bhasika-
madhyayanam.
36.| Ashutosh Dhatuvihita Krdbhinna | Dr. Hari Ram (2010
Kaushik Pratyayon ka Artha- Mishra
vaijiianika Vislesana.
37.| Kamini Paramaharsa Yoga- Dr. Ram 2011
Kumari nanda dvara Pratipadita | Nath Jha
Siddhanton ka
Adhyayana-Srimad-
bhagvadgita evam
Patanjalayoga ke
Visesa Praripreksya
mein.
In addition to the above, Thirty Students Are
Continuing Their M.Phil. at the Centre:
S. | Students Topic of the Supervisor Year
No| Name Thesis Co-supervisor
1. | AnilKumar | Man Ka Daréanic Dr. C. 2011-12
Adhyayan: Bhagavadgita | Upender Rao
Evam Dhammpad ke
Visesa Sandarbha me.
2. | VikasSingh | Bharatiya Sarhskrti ka Dr. C.
Samiksatmak Adhyayana:| Upender Rao/
Milindapafiha ke Visesa | Dr. Vivek 2011-12
Sandarbh me). Kumar
3. | Uma Arya Soma evam Ayahuaska: |Dr. C. 2011-12
Ek Samskrtik Adhyayana. | Upender Rao
4. | Satyanarayan| Nirvan ka Samajika Dr. C. 2011-12
Mahattva: Suttapitaka ke | Upender Rao
Visesa Sandarbha me.
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5. | Pavitra Avyakrta Prasna: Swartipa] Dr. C. 2011-12

Agarwal Prabhava evam Mahattva: | Upender Rao
Suttapitaka ke Visesa
Paripreksya me.

6. | Sarvesh Vidhi aura Prasasana ka | Dr. Santosh 2011-12
Kumar Gautama, Baudhayana Kumar Shukla

evam Apastamba
Dharmastitron ke
Sandarbha mein
Samiksatmaka Vislesana.

7. | Thakur Parvamimarmsadar§ana Dr. Santosh 2011-12
Shivlochan mein Jfiana ke Svartpa Kumar Shukla
Shandilya evam Prakriya ka

Adhyayana: Prakarana
Paficika evam Sastra-
dipika ke Videsa
Sandarbha mein

8. | Rohit Kumar | Kautilya Arthasastra Dr. Santosh | 2011-12

Singh mein Varnita Rajya ki Kumar Shukla
Arthika Niti ka Vislesana: | Dr. Ashok
Striyon ke Visesa Kumar
Sandarbha mein

9. | Arvind Kumar| Aspréyata ki Dr. Santosh | 2011-12

Avadharana, Svarfipa Kumar Shukla
evam Manusmrti,
Yajfiavalkya Smrti
Naradasmrti ke
Sandarbha mein

10.| Chaman Kadambarya Akatha- Dr. Hari Ram | 2011-12
Kumar mukham Vakyavai- Mishra

jhanikam Parisilanam

11.| ManiShanker | Kavya Sastra mein Dr. Hari Ram | 2011-12
Dwivedi Tatparyavrtti: Svikara Mishra

evam Parihara.
12.| Kapil Gautam | Acarya Sankarakrta Dr. Ram 2011-12
Brahmastitra-Adhya- Nath Jha
sabhasya ka Adhyayana:
Bhamati evam Vivarana
Tikaon ke Visesa
Sandarbha mein.

13.| Praveen Virasaivadar§ana mein Dr. Ram 2011-12

Kumar Tattvamimamsa ka Nath Jha

Dwivedy

Swarfipa.
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14.] Vandana Atharvavediya Prthivi Dr. Ram 2011-12
Yadav Stikta evam Gaia Nath Jha
Parikalpana.
15. | Savitri Kavyaprakasa ki Tika? | Dr.Rajnish  |2011-12
Kavya-pradipa evam Kumar Mishra
Uddyota ka Tulanat-
maka Adhyayana
(Dwitiya Ullasa
Paryanta)
16. | Devalina A Critique of the Prof. S.P. 2010
Saikia Congnitive Process in Kumar
Nyaya Philosophy
(With Special Reference
to the 1°t Ahnika of
Nyayamanjari)
17. | Vishvesh VaiSesikastitresu Prof. S.P. 2010
Sabdartha-Vimarsah Kumar
18. | Anita Meena | Prasastapadabhasya Prof. S.P 2010
mein Pratipadita Kumar
Padarthasadharmya-
Vaidharmya
(Nyayakandali evam
Kiranavali Tikaon ke
Aloka mein)
19. | Babloo Pal Kenopanisad ka Prof. S.P. 2010
Darsanika Anusilana Kumar
20. | Baldev Ram | Vanausadhivarga of Dr.G.N.Jha |2010
Kandoliyan | Amarako$a: A Compu- | & Prof. Y.B.
tational study Tripathi
21. | Archana Automatic Indexing of | Dr. G.N. Jha
Tiwari Caraka Sarhhita
22. | Kumar Challenges in Sanskrit- | Dr.G.N.Jha |2010
Nripendra Hindi Noun Phrase
Pathak Mapping
23. | Rajneesh Online Indexing of Dr.G.N.Jha |2010
Kumar Suéruta Sarnhhita
Pandey
24. | Paritosh Das | Index Based Search for | Dr. G.N.Jha |[2010
Brhadaranyaka Dr. Srinivasa
Upanisad Varakhedi
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25.] Priyanka Notion of Politics in Dr. S.K. 2010
Pandey Santi- Parva of Shukla & Dr.
Mahabharata M.N. Thakur
26.| Ashok Kumar | Slokavarttika ke ‘Atma- | Dr. S. K. 2010
vada ka Samiksatmaka | Shukla
Adhyanana
27.| Chanda Madhustidana Ojha Krta| Dr. S. K. 2010
Kumari Dasavadarahasyam: Shukla
Samiksatmaka
Adhyayana
28.| Nisha Rani Dravya: Svartipa evarh | Dr. S. K. 2010
Bheda Nyayasiddhanta- | Shukla
muktavali evam
Manameyodaya ke
Sandarbha mein
29.| Bind Kumar | Application of Vakrokti | Dr. Hari Ram | 2010
Theory in Macbeth Mishra
30.| Jay Saha Causatives in Sanskrit Dr. H. R. 2010
Mishra

Shri Lal Bahadur Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth

The Vidyapeeth, now a deemed university for Sanskrit, since
its modest beginning in the form of a small Vidyapeeth in
1962, has come a long way. It has 5 faculties, 17 departments,
87 teachers and 869 students in all. The medium of instruction
in the Vidyapeeth is mainly Sanskrit. Many traditional as well
as innovative courses have been started and the vidyapitha
has flourished under the leadership of its two illustrious Vice-
chancellors, i.e. late Dr. Mandana Mishra as the founder Vice-
chancellor and his successor the late Prof.Vachaspati
Upadhyaya, who led the institution for seventeen years
consecutively till July 2011.

The Vidyapeeth has its own publication department and
regularly brings out a journal titled #7447, besides many other
publications to its credit. In the year 2001, which was declared
‘Sanskrit Year” by the Government of India, Prof. Vachaspati
Upadhyaya, along with his colleagues in the Vidyapeeth,
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organised a World Sanskrit Conference; the proceedings of
the conference are already published in five volumes.

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan

Established in 1970 as an autonomous organisation, the
Sansthan has been declared as a deemed university w.e.f. 2002.
With its headquarters at Delhi, the Sansthan has ten campuses
under its aegis in various parts of the country. Several academic
programmes are organised by the Sansthan in New Delhi
throughout the year, specially the G&pd fea®@ ¥9RE and the
e, The Sansthan is also running correspondence courses
for learning Sanskrit besides numerous other schemes for
propagation of Sanskrit. The publication department of the
Sansthan is bringing out a good number of literary volumes
in addition to the quarterly journal F&FaEH and a quarterly
newsletter §&haardi:. The Sansthan is also bringing out an
English version of §&hd fagd af=mfaeht, a Who's Who in Sanskrit
wherein a brief introduction of all the Sanskrit scholars is being
given. The 15" World Sanskrit Conference is being organised
by the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan in New Delhi during 5*-
10" January, 2012 and many publications including a souvenir
as well as the present volume are being published on this
occasion.

Many research scholars are pursuing their Ph.D at different
campuses of the Sansthan. Some of the topics recently approved
by the Central Research Board of the Sansthan are listed below:
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S. | Name of the Name of the Topic of the Research
No. | Student Supervisor
1. | Ms. Kajal Dr. Ajay Mishra |Acarya Ramji Upadhyayakytaya
Upadhyaya ‘dvasuparna’ ityakhyayikaya
samiksatmakamadhyayanam
2. | Ms. Kavita -do- Arvacina Samskrtmiti-patrikayah
Sharma sahityikamavadanam
3. | Ms. Kiran -do- Sri Hariharanandaviracitasya
Singh Caturvarnyasamskrtivimarsasya
parisilanam
4. | Mr. Gopal -do- Kalidasabharvima-ghaviracitamaha-
Datt Pargai kavyesu Alamkara-Yojana
5. | Mr. Neeraj Dr. Sachidanand|Adhunikasariskrtadii-

Sharma Tiwari takavyaparam-parayam
abhirajarajendramisrapranitamyga—
kadntasya samiksatmaka-
madhyayanam

6. | Mr.Rajesh -do- Kalarihanumantara-

Kumar vamahodayanam
Gadyakathanari
samiksatmakamadhyayanam

7. | Mr. Akshyamani| -do- Adhunikagitikavya
Upadhyaya paramparayam-
Acarya Haridattasarmano
gitikavyanam milyankanam
8. | Mr. Ajeet Singh -do- Rasavivekasya
samiksatmakamadhyayanam
9. | Mr. Tarun -do- Kaviramacandrapranitasya
Kumar vagbhiisanasatakasya

saritpadanarit samiksanamca
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A bird’s-eye view of the background of the Sansthan is given
hereunder —

Prof. Ram Karan Sharma was the founder Director of the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan. At present Prof. Radhavallabh
Tripathi is the Vice-chancellor of the Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan (deemed university) from 14-8-2008.

NAME OF THE DIRECTORS
NAME FROM TO
Prof. R K. Sharma 1970 1974
Sh. P.C. Sharma 1975 -
Sh. S. K. Chaturvedi (IAS) 1975 -
Sh. K. K. Sethi (IAS) 1976 1978
Sh. K. K. Khullar 1978 1979
Dr. RK. Sharma 1981 1983
Dr. Mandan Mishra 1983 -
Sh. P.K. Pawar (IAS) 1990 1990
Dr. Madhusudan Mishra Mar 1990 -
Shri P. Thakur (IAS) Jan. 1991 Feb. 1994
Dr. K. K. Mishra Feb. 1994 Feb. 1999
Prof. Vachaspati Upadhyaya Feb. 1999 Nov. 1999
Prof. V. Kutumba Sastry Nov. 1999 11-5-2003
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NAME OF THE PRESIDENTS

Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, 30-7-2002 10-6-2004
Minister for Human Resource
Development

Sh. Arjun Singh, 11-6-2004 21-5-2009
Minister for Human Resource
Development
Sh. Kapil Sibal, 02-6-2009 -
Minister for Human Resource
Development

NAME OF THE VICE-CHANCELLORS

Prof. V. Kutumba Sastry 12-5-2003 11-5-2008
Dr. Anita Bhatnagar Jain 23-5-2008 13-8-2008
Prof. Radhavallabh Tripathi 14-8-2008 -

Prof. Ramkaran Sharma, the founder director of the Sansthan,
has recently published two collections of his Sanskrit poems
titled TS and 3=r=4 in addition to several other creative
works authored by him earlier.

Prof. Radhavallabh Tripathi, the current Vice-chancellor
of the Sansthan, is himself a creative as well as critical writer
in Sanskrit besides being a dynamic administrative head. He
has recently authored a Sanskrit novel titled 37=9 which
incorporates both the elements: literary delicacy along with
serious thought-content. Besides his many other well-known
works including the FISTIA- 174, a special reference needs
to be made of the Sanskrit translation ®F-%&H and
®H 1759591 of poems and stories authored by Maulana Rumi.

Dr. Ramakant Shukla is pursuing a project of the Sansthan
for indexing of all original Sanskrit writings published in
various Sanskrit magazines.
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Delhi Sanskrit Academy

The Government of Delhi established Delhi Sanskrit Academy
in the year 1987, for the propagation of Sanskrit language and
literature. Since then the Academy has been actively
functioning as an agency for organising several Sanskrit
programmes for school, college and university level students
of the capital city. Several scholars are invited to deliver
lectures and various publications are brought out regularly
including the quarterly magazine #&Haa=R], besides
honouring the Sanskrit writers, young and old.

Registered/Unregistered Societies/Trusts

(I) INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF INDIAN CULTURE

Founded in 1933 in Lahore, by Prof. Raghu Vira, the academy
is now located in New Delhi and is being directed by its
current president, Prof. Lokesh Chandra. Under its Sata-Pitaka
series, the Academy has already published more than a
hundred volumes. Significantly, the enormously rich library
of the Academy is an essential resource-centre for the
researchers in Sanskrit and allied areas.

() AKHIL BHARATIYA SANSKRIT SAHITYA SAMMELANA

The Sammelana was originally established by stalwarts like
M.M. Giridhar Sharma Chaturvedi, Pt. Kedarnath Sharma
Saraswat, Pt. Giridharilal Goswami and Dr. Mandana Mishra.
The sammelana is privileged in having Dr. Ramakant Goswami
as its secretary-general and being located in the beautiful
building ‘H&hd 9o’ which provides a platform to several
Sanskrit programmes in the city.

(IlI) DEVAVANI PARISHAD
Established in 1979 by Dr. Ramakant Shukla, the Parishad is
serving the cause of Sanskrit in ways more than one. The most

notable of its activities is the regular publication of its quarterly
magazine 3alF17aHdH, which has brought to light more than
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one thousand contemporary creative Sanskrit works besides
two hundred critical articles till date. Its founder Dr. Ramakant
Shukla has himself authored many Sanskrit works including
the popular poem #ifd # 9RAH, Of late he has published

, a collection of 63 sanskrit poems which depict the
status and aspirations of the contemporary society. He has
also brought out a Sanskrit translation of an English novel
Ameena by Muhammad Umar Kabeer.

(IV) SANSKRIT BHARATI

Samskrita Bharati is a non-profit organisation started by
Chamu Krishna Shastry with his 5 friends in 1981 from
Bangalore. This paved the way to establish “Samskrita Bharati”
— a national level organisation in New Delhi — in 1995.
Sanskrit Bharati is primarily a volunteer-driven organisation,
with volunteers from all walks of life spending time educating
people to speak Sanskrit.

A two week intense residential teaching programme called
Samvadashala, is conducted in New Delhi, every
summer. Sanskrit Bharati also conducts competitions to
encourage Sanskrit learning amongst children.

(V) KALIDASA ACADEMY OF SANSKRIT
MUSIC AND FINE ARTS

The academy was initiated in 1994, by the late Prof. ].S.
Kulshreshtha for promotion of triple aspects indicated by its
name. According to Prof. Sushma Kulshreshtha, its present
director, the academy has organised sixteen Kalidasa
Mahotsava programmes, fifty national seminars till date and
has brought out more than fifty volumes from Sangita Kala
Prakashan, its own publication house.

(VI) WAVES

World Association for Vedic Studies was started in the year
1997, by Prof. Bhudev Sharma, professor of mathematics, in
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the USA. In its fifteen years of existence, the association has
been re-christened in India as ‘Wider Association for Vedic
Studies” and has also opened its chapters in several parts of
the country. Till date, the association has organised 14 annual
conferences, and brought out four publications. Currently Prof.
Ramkaran Sharma is its president and Dr. Shashi Tewari is
continuing as its secretary.

(VII) SANSKRIT SOCIETY OF INDIA

In the year 2000, the society was formed by a host of Sanskrit
lovers including its young and energetic founder secretary
Dr. S. K. Shukla. The society has organised a national seminar
on Parvamimarmsa in JNU and holds several other activites
throughout the year.

(VIII) SHRI SHANKARA SIKSHAYATANA KENDRA

Set up in the year 2000 by the wife of the late Sri R.K. Mishra,
the Kendra is also engaged in spreading the message of Sanskrit
learning as contained in the works of Pt. Madhusudan Ojha
and Pt. Motilal Shastri. Dr. S. K. Shukla, the secretary of the
Kendra informs us that they organise national seminars and
workshops besides monthly lectures on the topics related to
Sanskrit learning.

(IX) NISHREYASA

Instituted by Prof. Shashiprabha Kumar and her like-minded
friends including Dr. Vedwati Vaidik, Dr. Devkanya Arya
and Dr. Kamlesh Garg in the year 2001, the private trust is a
modest attempt undertaken at individual level by the trustee
members for promotion and propagation of wisdom stocked
in Sanskrit sources. In the last one decade, the small
organisation has arranged one national seminar, one
international symposium and several lecture programmes.
Proceedings have been published in its two volumes, titled as
follows:
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1. Sariiskyta, Samskrti and Samskadra, edited by
Shashiprabha Kumar, Vidyanidhi Prakashan, Delhi,
2009. ISBN:81-86700-89-7.

2. Bharatiya Jiwana-Drsti, edited by Shashiprabha Kumar,
Vidyanidhi Prakashan, Delhi, 2009. ISBN:81-86700-91-9.

The second series of its bi-annual lecture programmes is
in progress on the following two themes:

(a) U YRdE =R Ancient Indian Preceptors.
(b) emYfk WRdE fa=re® Modern Indian Thinkers.

(X) GIRDHARILAL GOSWAMI PRACHYA

VIDYA PRATISHTHANA

The Government of Delhi has registered this organisation in
the year 2002 for the furtherance of Sanskrit learning in the
capital. Based in Sanskrit Bhawan, the headquarters of Akhil
Bhartiya Sanskrit Sahitya Sammelan, the Pratishthan has
started a small library for the use of researchers in Sanskrit.

Others

In addition to the above, there are various other social, cultural
and religious bodies which are contributing directly or
indirectly to the field of Sanskrit Studies in Delhi. As already
stated above, due to limitation of time and space, it is not
possible to provide a complete information of all such
organisations but still some names may be mentioned as
follows: Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan and the school run by it;
Chinmaya Mission and Chinmaya Vidyalaya; Akhil Bharatiya
Sanatana Dharama Mahasabha and the educational institutes
run by it; Arya Samaj and several gurukulas being managed
by them like Gurukula Gautamnagar, Gurukula, Khanpur,
Kanya Gurukula, Narela, and Kanya Gurukula, Rajendranagar;
Jaina institutes like Kund Kund Bharati and Bhogilal
Leherchand Institute of Indology, etc.
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Significantly, various modes of media such as newspapers,
magazines, radio, television and e-services have also given a
fillip to Sanskrit studies in Delhi. All India Radio and
Doordarshan broadcast daily news bulletins in Sanskrit.
Several other Sanskrit programmes, prepared by the Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan are also being broadcast on DD Bharati.
Recently, a Sanskrit poem #fad H fliYaH by Dr. Ramakant
Shukla was broadcast from All India Radio. A dialogue
between Prof. Radhavallabh Tripathi and Dr. Ramakant Shukla
was also broadcast. An interview of Professor Satyavrat Shastri
was also broadcast under the programme titled GEhd-dRTy
which was started last year.

Last but not the least, there are a host of individuals who
are working tirelessely in their own capacity, be it teachers,
students, writers, publishers, socio-religious leaders and above
all, lovers of Sanskrit. It is, in fact, their steady support and
unflinching faith which has kept the spirit of Sanskrit alive in
Delhi. In spite of all odds and despite different kinds of
denunciations by people with vested interests, Sanskrit studies
in Delhi have gained ground and are going to flourish by
leaps and bounds in the years to come.



The Position of Sanskrit in Gujarat

Gautam Patel

THE position of Sanskrit in Gujarat State is comparatively better
than that of in any other state of India. The present government
is positively interested in the propagation and popularisation
of Sanskrit in the state. For example this is the Golden Jubilee
year of the establishment of the separate Gujarat State. During
its celebration the state government has given a special grant
to the Shri Somnath Sanskrit University for teaching basic
speaking Sanskrit to 1 lakh students. It is a matter of pride
that the said university has exceeded the target and taught
1,07,000 students the basic Sanskrit with the help of Sanskrit
Bharati and the staff of the university as well as some school
teachers and college professors. This year, in the budget
presented in the State Assembly of Gujarat Rs. 50,00,000 are
reserved for International Sanskrit Conference as the State is
celebrating the Golden Jubilee year.

On 4 and 5 December 2010, a Maha Kumbha of Sanskrit, a
rare event in the history of any university in Gujarat, was
inaugurated by Shri Narendra Modi, the Chief Minister of
Gujarat State at the Somnath Sanskrit University at Veraval.
A national seminar on Sanskrit journalism, kavi sammelan, salaka
pariksa, yuvaka mahotsava and bhasa natya mahotsava were
successfully organised and more than 15,000 peoples were
present at the events.
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Universities in Gujarat

The following universities in the Gujarat State are having
postgraduate departments and students are enrolled for final
Acharya or M.A. degree as well as Vidya-Vachaspati or Ph.D.
There are many undergraduate colleges and research
institutions also which are affiliated to these universities.

SHRI SOMNATH SANSKRIT UNIVERSITY, VERAVAL

It was founded in 2005. The vice-chancellor Pankaj Jani is trying
his best to establish certain standards and make the university
popular not only in Gujarat but all over India. Narendra
Pandya, dean of the faculty and Vishubhai Purohita, the
registrar and his colleagues are also busy in popularising the
subject. Here the P.G. departments of Veda and Sahitya are
imparting knowledge to the students. There are many
affiliated pathasalas (given the status of colleges) teaching
Vyakarana, Vastu, Jyotiasa, Yoga, temple management along
with above-mentioned subjects. There are 57 students in M. A.
and a total of 75 students are preparing for their M.Phil. degree
in the university and affiliated centre at N.S. Patel Arts
College, Anand. This university has confirmed the degree of
Vidya-Vachaspati — honorary degree of D.Litt. to Gautam
Patel, Bhagwatiprasad Pandya and Rameshbhai Oza (Puj.
Bhaishri). The university has published 22 books and a journal
named Somajyoti is published regularly. There are good number
of manuscripts in the affiliated institution of the university.
There are 7,000 books in the university. Six students were
awarded the Ph.D. degree on 12 April 2011.

K.S.K.V. KACHCHH UNIVERSITY, BHU]

It was founded in 2007, has enrolled 20 students for M.Phil.
and 11 for Ph.D. Moreover, Sanskrit is taught at the affiliated
colleges. The former vice-chancellor of this university Kanti
Gor is the man of Sanskrit and has written poems and radio
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plays in Sanskrit. He has tried his best during his office to
popularise Sanskrit in the state.

HEMCHANDRACHARYA NORTH GUJARAT UNIVERSITY,
PATAN

It was founded in 1986, has a department of “Sanskrit and
Bhartiya-Vidya” which is headed by D.V. Rathava. Till now
78 students have obtained Ph.D. and 149 students have been
awarded M.Phil. degrees. At present 52 students are there in
M.A. Semester-I and II, 35 are in M. A. Part-II and 8 are reading
for M.Phil. It organises successfully Hemchandracharya
national seminar every year since 1996. Hundreds of students
are opting for Sanskrit at the graduate level in the various
affiliated colleges of this university. The library of this
university has more than 20,000 books on the subject. Along
with Sanskrit, Prakrt is also taught at graduate as well as
postgraduate levels.

SAURASHTRA UNIVERSITY, RAJKOT

It was founded in 1967, has a special Sanskrit Anusnataka
Bhavan donated by the Gopalkrishna Trust, Junagarh.
Rajendra Chotalia is the head of the department of the P.G.
section and M.K. Molia is also working with him along with
one more member. It has several affiliated colleges where
Sanskrit is taught as compulsory as well as special subject. Till
now 28 students have been awarded Ph.D. degree, 15 students
M.Phil. and 59 students are at the postgraduate level in Sanskrit
subject. The subjects taught are Alarnkarasastra, Vedanta and
Purana. Various courses, seminars and lectures are arranged
by the department successfully.

BHAVNAGAR UNIVERSITY, BHAVNAGAR

It was founded in the year 1978. There the study of Sanskrit is
going on. Numerous students at graduate and postgraduate
level study Sanskrit. The subjects like Alamkarasastra and
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Vedanta are taught there. Here various lectures, seminars,
etc. are organised regularly.

VIR NARMAD SOUTH GUJARAT UNIVERSITY, SURAT

It was founded in 1967, is not having a special postgraduate
department in Sanskrit, even after 40 years of its existence,
but Sanskrit is taught at various affiliated colleges and
institutions and numerous students are enrolled for M.Phil.
and Ph.D. Though there is no special department in this
university yet scholars like the late J.T. Parikh, R.G. Asti,
Chandratre, D.P. Patel, A.D. Shastri, Arvind Joshi, Vasant Patel
and Nina Bhavanagari have contributed to the various
branches of Sanskrit literature. More than 17 students have
acquired Ph.D. and 13 professors are recognised by the
university for teaching M.Phil. and numerous students are
working under them.

SARDAR PATEL UNIVERSITY, VALLABHAVIDYANAGAR

It was founded in 1955, has a P.G. department which is headed
by Ajit Thakor. There are two more professors. There are 146
students in M.A., 4 in M.Phil. and 12 in Ph.D. Chitraben Shukla,
the former head of the department was awarded Gaurava
Puraskar by the Sanskrit Sahitya Akademi, Gandhinagar, in
1996. Ajit Thakor has received Katha Award with Katha
Foundation, Delhi, in 1995 and First Prize for his writings by
Sanskrit Sahitya Akademi (2004) and Guajrati Sahitya Akademi
(2006). Gujarati Sahitya Parishad has honoured him with
Ramaprasad Baxi Paritoshika. Till not less than 40 students
have been awarded Ph.D. degree and numerous students have
offered Sanskrit at the graduate level.

GUJARAT UNIVERSITY, AHMEDABAD

It was founded in 1950, has the department of Sanskrit headed
by Vasant Kumar M. Bhatt. It was established on 15 June 1954.
The late Esther A. Soloman of this department was awarded
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Padmashree in the year 1992 and the Certificate of Honour by
the President of India in 1983. The late Tapasvi Nandi was
awarded the Certificate of Honour in 1996. He was awarded
the Shastra Chudamani by Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan and
Emeritus Professor by the U.G.C. He was also awarded
Vachaspati Puraskar by Pujya Morari Bapu. Bhagwatiprasad
D. Pandya was awarded the Certificate of Honour by the
President of India in the year 1998. He was also awarded
Shastra Chudamani and Vachaspati Puraskar by Pujya Morari
Bapu. L.V. Joshi was awarded Vachaspati Puraskar by Pujya
Morari Bapu. V.D. Pandya was awarded the Certificate of
Honour by the President of India in 2010.

Till now 100 students have obtained Ph.D. degree in
various branches of learning in Sanskrit. In the current
academic years 76 students are reading for final M.Phil., 21
for Ph.D. and 54 students are enrolled in M. A. first semester.
Ten thesis, 12 research books have been published and a
research periodical Vidya (since 1975) is published regularly.
More than 50,000 books are there in the library. The
department has successfully hosted All India Oriental
Conference (1985) and Rashtriya Veda Sammelan in 2010.

THE MAHARAJA SAYAJIRAO UNIVERSITY, VADODARA

It was founded in 1949. The M.S. University of Vadodara is
one of the internationally recognised universities of Gujarat.
As here the medium of instruction is English only, it has gained
proper weightage in the field. This university has a Sanskrit
department where Arunodaya Jani, S.G. Kantawala, R.I.
Nanavati, all honoured by the President of India have
contributed in their field which is recognised at national as
well as international level. Till now 52 students have been
awarded Ph.D. degree. As of now 40 students are studying
for M.A. and 20 for Ph.D. degree. Ravindra Panda of the
department has received/won several prizes for his
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publication and Jayadeva Jani is a recognised poet and novelist
of Sanskrit literature.

There are other universities like Gujarat Vidyapeeth
(founded by Mahatma Gandhi) at Ahmedabad and Ayurvedic
University at Jamnagar where Sanskrit is also taught as per
their need.

Sanskrit at the Primary and Secondary Levels

When we survey at the primary and secondary levels at
schools, the study of Sanskrit has been made compulsory from
standard VI*to IX*™. Of course, it becomes optional at X"
standard board exam. The one noteworthy point is that the
study of Sanskrit is compulsory in the first year at college
level in many of the universities for those who opt for Arts
faculty. This system will continue even in the recently
introduced semester systems along with elective subjects.
Unfortunately, recently Sanskrit has been made optional in
the board examination of the X" standard by the state
government.

Institutions in Gujarat

There are certain institutions where the study of Sanskrit or
its research work and publications are going on, even better
than some other departments of the universities. To name a
few of them:

(1) Oiriental Institute, M.S. University, Vadodara

(2) Swadhyaya Mandal, Pardi

(3) B.J. Institute of Learning and Research, Ahmedabad
(4) Shri Bruhad Gujarat Sanskrit Parishad, Ahmedabad
(5) Prakrit Text Society, Ahmedabad

(6) Maharshi Veda-Vijnana Akademi, Ahmedabad

(7) L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad
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(8) Chimanlal Gandhi Vidya Bhavan, Surat

(9) Dwarkadhish Sanskrit Akademi and Indological
Research Institute, Dwarka

(10) Sanskrit Bharati, Ahmedabad
(11) Sanskrit Seva Samiti, Ahmedabad

(12) Gujarat Rajya University and College Teachers’
Association, Ahmedabad

(13) Charutar Sanskrit Vidya Parishad, Vallabhvidyanagar
(14) Anarta Sanskrit Association, Mehsana

(15) South Gujarat University Sanskrit Teachers’
Association, Surat

(16) Saurashtra University Sanskrit Teachers” Association,
Rajkot

(17) Bharatiya Vidya Mandal, Surat
(18) Arsha, Akshardham, Gandhinagar

(19) Shardaben Chimanlal Educational Research Centre,
Ahmedabad

(20) Sanskrit Sahitya Akademi, Gandhinagar

Sanskrit Sahitya Akademi, Gandhinagar, was established
to promote Sanskrit studies. It has worked as per its
constitution for first 10 years and has published more than 80
books and honoured 20 scholars of the state. Several state
level as well as national level seminars and kavya-gosthis were
also organised. After 10 years, the elections, as per constitution
of the Akademi was held. But for the reasons best known to
them — the government officers — they have not declared
the results at all even though more than five years have lapsed.
Same position prevails in other Akademis of the state. Now
without following the constitution but arbitrarily all the six
Akademis of the state are run by one officer-in-charge, which
is really painful for many scholars of the subject. Formerly,
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the Akademi was awarding Gaurava Puraskar of Rs. 21,000
to a Sanskrit scholar, now it is increased up to Rs. 1,00,000 per
person per year. R.I. Nanavati and Harshadeva Madhava were
awarded this Puraskar last year. Several publications too have
been brought out by the Akademi.

Depositories of MSS

There are more than 5,00,000 manuscripts in various institutions
of the Gujarat State. Some of the known institutions are B.].
Institute of Learning and Research, Ahmedabad (642 MSS),
Gujarat Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad (535 MSS), Gujarat Vidya
Sabha, Ahmedabad (27,107 MSS), L.D. Institute of Indology,
Ahmedabad (79,144 MSS), Atmanand Jani Jnana Mandir,
Vadodara (7,487 MSS), Oriental Institute, Vadodara (30,211
MSS), Atmanand Jain Sabha, Bhavnagar (1,325 MSS), Shantinath
Jain Bhandar, Khambhat (752 MSS), Hemachandra Jain Jnana
Bhandar, Patan (14,789 MSS), Sanghvi Pada Bhandar, Patan
(1,600 MSS), Chunilal Gandhi Vidya Bhavan, Surat (2,153 MSS)
and the Jain Institute at Koba has more than 1 lakh MSS. Names
of many small institutions and private collections are not listed
here.

[For full details of the names of bhandaras and catalogues of
Sanskrit MSS with them, kindly refer to Contribution of Gujarat
to Sanskrit Literature (Manibhai Prajapati Felicitation Volume),
General Editor, Gautam Patel, Editors: M.K. Prajapati, Hansa
Hindocha, H.R. Patel, published by M.I. Prajapati, Shasthipurti
Samman Samiti, Patan.]

Modern Sanskrit

There are numerous modern Sanskrit writers in the state who
have contributed in the allmost all the branches of Sanskrit
literature, dramas, kavyas, mahakavyas, commentaries, etc. were
written in old style. While radio riipaka, television skit, Hyku,
Tanka, ballet, sizo kavya, garba, ghazal, doha, navalkatha, short
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stories, pravasa katha, patra-lekhana, etc. are the modern forms
where writers from Gujarat have contributed considerably
and commendably. To name a few of them in the last as well
as this century: Manishankar Shastri, Badrinath Shastri,
Arunodaya Jani, Ghanshyam Trivedi, Bhagwatiprasad Pandya,
R.I. Nanavati, Harshadeva Madhava, Gautam Patel, Vasudeva
Pathak, Smt. Uma Deshpande, Rita Trivedi, Kanti Gor, K.M.
Trivedi, Pankaj Thakar, Shama Dholakia, Jiten Joshi, Swami
Satya Prakashji, J.P. Dwivedi, Rushiraj Agnihotri, etc. Some
of them have been honoured by the state and the national
authorities also. Recently, a Sanskrit daily newspaper was
launched and is regularly published by Praful Purohita from
Vadodara. The state government also has its website in
Sanskrit, which is a unique adventure in the field.

Scholars Honoured by the President of India

There were many scholars of repute who were honoured by
the President of India by awarding them a Certificate of
Honour. To name few of them are: the late Arunodaya Jani,
Pandit Balakrishna Pancholi, Krishnashankar Shastri, K.K.
Shastri, Harivallabha Bhayani, Miss E.S. Soloman, Tapasvi
Nandi. Following are the living scholars who were honoured
by the President of India. Some of them are still contributing
predominantly to the various branches of Sanskrit language
and literature.

(1) R.S. Betai, Ahmedabad

2) Gautam Patel, Ahmedabad
3) S.J. Kantawala, Vadodara
4) N.M. Kansara, Ahmedabad
Nanavati, Vadodara
Vasant Parikh, Amreli

7) Vijay Pandya, Ahmedabad
8) Manibhai Prajapati
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Vachaspati Puraskar

Pujya Shri Morari Bapu, world-known saint of Gujarat, has a
trust named Shri Sitaram Trust, Mahuva. From this trust every
year a national seminar, lasting three days, is held on Ganesh
Chaturthi and a reputed scholar of Sanskrit is honoured with
Vachaspati Puraskar along with Rs. 1 lakh. The list of the
scholars who have been awarded Vachaspati Puraskar till now
is as under:

(1) Param Pujya Krishnashankar Shastri (2000)
(2) KXK. Shastri (2001)
(3) Bhagwatiprasad Pandya (2002)
(4) Ester Soloman (2003)
(5) Vasant Parikh (2004)
(6) Tapasvi S. Nandi (2005)
(7) Hariprasad Shastri (2006)
(8) Laxmesh V. Joshi (2007)
(9) Arvind H. Joshi (2008)
(10) Chimanlal V. Raval (2009)

(11) Ramesh S. Betai (2010)

A standing committee of five members to decide the name
of a candidate is constituted under the chairmanship of
Gautam Patel; other members are Vasant Parikh, Mansukh
Savalia, Vijay Pandya and Ajit Thakor.

Some Remarkable Achievements

Swadhyaya Mandal, Pardi, is well known because of Pandit
Satvalekarji who has published all the four Vedas, several
Brahmanas and Upanisads. He has also published the Hindi
translation of the critical edition of Mahabharata of BORI, Pune.

The Oriental Institute of Vadodara has brought out most
commendable publications; among them the critical edition of
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the Ramayana of Valmiki is well known all over the world.
This institution has published Maharaja Sayajirao Sanskrit
Series where works like Natyasastra of Bharata, etc. have
attracted the attention of scholars from all over the world.
The critical edition of Visnu Purana and recently a commentary
of Janardana on Meghadiita edited by Vadekar are worth
noting.

The B.J. Institute of Learning and Research, Ahmedabad
has prepared for the first time a critical edition of Srimad
Bhagavata Purana. The late Padmashree K.K. Shastri,
Hariprasad Shastri (winner of Vachaspati Award) and
Bhartiben Shelat have prepared this critical edition while
consulting numerous MSS collected from India and abroad.

Sanskrit Sahitya Akademi of Gujarat State has also
reprinted under the general editorship of Gautam Patel some
of the valuable works like Sri Bhasya of Ramanujacarya,
translated by the late Anandshankar Dhruva, Hindu Dharma
by the same author and Kautilya’s Arthasastra in three volumes.

L.D. Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, has published 150
books on various subjects of Indology, most of them are on
Jainism.

Shri Dwarkadhish Sanskrit Academy and Indological
Research Institute, Dwarka has published more then 35
volumes. From among these Sarikaracarya Paribhasika Kosa (1,2,
3, 4, 5) and Saundarya Lahari edited by Swami Sadanand and
Karaka Yojana by J.P. Dwivedi deserve special mention.

Sanskrit Seva Samiti, Ahmedabad, has published more than
70 works of Sanskrit language and literature. Among them
the project of translating Complete Works of Adi Sankaracarya in
Gujarati under the general editorship of Gautam Patel has
gained popularity. In total 11 volumes are already out in which
the major bhasyas on Visnusahasranama, Bhagavad-Gita, Brahma-
Siitra of Badarayana and all the 11 Upanisads and all the stotras
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as well as some prakarana granthas like Vivekaciidamani,
Sarvavedanta  Siddhanta  Sarasarigraha,  Atmabodha,
Aparoksanubhiiti, Satasloki and Prabodha Sudhakara are included.
The plan is going on to complete the project of 15 such volumes.
The first three volumes are already out of print and from them
the first and the second are republished as revised editions.

Shri Bruhad Gujarat Sanskrit Parishad, Ahmedabad, was
established in 1946. This institution has tried its best to
popularise Sanskrit in the state. It has held various
examinations for school children, students of pathasilas and
common man who is interested in Sanskrit. Till now more
than 35 lakh of students have appeared in such examination.
It has published more than 125 books and the periodical named
Sammansyam is also published occasionally. It has also published
dramas, novels, short stories, bhajans, poems, radio plays, etc.
By staging Sanskrit dramas and producing them on All India
Radio and Doordarshan it has rendered a great service to
Sanskrit. The Parishad also organises competitions of garba in
Sanskrit, elocution competitions, Sanskrit verse recitations,
essay competitions, etc. to popularise Sanskrit. Its present
president is Justice M.S. Parikh and exam secretary is
Ghanshyam Trivedi who has 100 publications in Sanskrit to
his credit.

Sanskrit Bharati has started working in the state from the
year 1981. It has arranged more than 500 saritbhasana siviras in
the state. Such siviras have created a confidence in the mind of
a common man that Sanskrit is not a hard language to learn.
They have used modern Sanskrit methods for popularising
Sanskrit such as cassettes, DVDs etc. It has created audio-
visuals of garbas, songs, songs for children, etc. It has published
literature like Vadatu Sanskritam, Dhatumarfijusa, Vyavahara-
sahasri, Sanskrit dictionary, etc. To enable people learn Sanskrit
while remaining at their residences, it has started postal
education of Sanskrit also.
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The year 2000-01 was celebrated as the “Sanskrit Year” by
the nation. During that period Sanskrit Bharati taught more
than 12,000 teachers to teach Sanskrit in Sanskrit medium at
their schools under the guidance of Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan, New Delhi. Sanskrit Bharati of Gujarat State has
run successfully 200 Sanskrit saritbhasanasiviras.

The year 2010-11 is being celebrated as the Golden Jubilee
year of the Gujarat State, a special project in collaboration
with Shri Somanath Sanskrit University, Sanskrit Bharati has
successfully organised saritbhasana siviras for more than 1 lakh
students. In all at 2,000 centres in various districts, 1,07,000
students were trained.

Sanskrit Bharati today runs more than 100 centres for
preparing students to appear in Sanskrit Gaurava Pariksha.
Moreover, it organises Avasiya Sanskrit Shivirs in summer
vacation. It has actively participated along with 162 volunteers
in International Sanskrit Book Fair held at Bengaluru in January
2011.

Gujarat Vidya Sabha is a 163-years-old institution, formerly
it was known as Gujarat Vernacular Society. The B.]. Institute,
affiliated with Gujarat Vidya Sabha, is a recognised institution
for postgraduate studies under Gujarat University. More than
100 students in Sanskrit and Culture have obtained Ph.D.
degree from here.

It has a very rich library having 80,000 books, 27,107
manuscripts; among them 50 are valuable illustrated
manuscripts. It has published seven descriptive catalogues of
these manuscripts. This Institute has 5,241 old coins, 1,000
original paintings, 175 sculptures and terracotta objects. It has
prepared a critical edition of Srimad Bhagavata Purana. It
published Samipya, a quarterly journal in Gujarati from 1984.
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Conclusion

Sanskrit language and literature is like a burning torch which
each generation has received from the former and transferred
to the next, brighter than ever before. In making this burning
torch of knowledge of Sanskrit, the Gujarat State and its
inhabitants have contributed more than enough. Sanskrit, to
my mind and in the words of my revered Sadgurudeva, the
late Swami Gangeshwaranandji, is like the flow of the Ganga,
it will never die. The future of Sanskrit is better in Gujarat, in
India and thereby in the whole world, also because it has a
treasure of knowledge which will never perish but ever
enlighten the mankind.



Status of Sanskrit Studies in
Jammu & Kashmir

Kedar Nath Sharma

Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) state popularly called the “Crown of
India” forms the northern-most state of the Indian Republic.
Surrounded by high mountain peaks the state is divided into
three regions, i.e. Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh. The state is
blessed with the beauties, glaciers, lakes, lush-green meadows,
natural caves and, of course, beautiful people. The three natural
regions of the state represent three distinct ethnic groups and
their colourful cultural identities. Jammu, popularly known
as “Duggar De$a”, is famous for world-renowned Mata Vaisno
Devi Shrine and other ancient temples which have given it the
name “the city of temples”. Kashmir or Sarada Pitha is widely
acclaimed for its natural beauty, warm hospitality and, above
all, as the abode of Saiva philosophers. Ladakh is quite famous
for its high mountains and age-old Buddhist monasteries.
Kashmir, in particular, has been a prominent centre of ancient
Indian learning and wisdom. Sarada Pitha, Jayendravihara,
Kundala-vana-vihara, etc. were famous religious as well as
academic institutions which attracted visitors and academicians
not only from the different parts of India but also from abroad
like Central Asia, Tibet, China, Korea and so on. It was a
prominent centre of the Buddhist Sarvastivada sect and hosted
the Fourth Buddhist Council during the first century cg, during
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Kaniska’s reign, at Kundala-vana-vihara. Besides, Kashmir has
also contributed extensively to the advancement of almost all
aspects of Sanskrit literature like — Indian philosophy, poetics,
grammar, Ayurveda and history. Kashmir is famous for its
Pratyabhijfia system of Kasmir Saivism which has resulted in
radical revision of the Indian philosophy. St7 Somananda was
the founder of this philosophy. Vasugupta, Bhatta Kallata,
Utpaladeva, Abhinavagupta, Ksemendra, etc. were some of
the most illustrious scholars who gave further boost to this
philosophy. Budhism has also a long history in Kashmir. Indian
literature cannot be treated as complete without considering
the contribution of Kashmir.

Kashmir has produced eminent scholars of Sanskrit Kavya
Sastra. It is a well-known fact that all the six schools of Sanskrit
poetics, viz. Alamkara. Riti, Rasa, Vakrokti, Aucitya and Dhvani
originated and developed in Kashmir. It was the scholars of
Kashmir again who propounded different theories of Rasa by
independent expositions of the celebrated Rasa-Siitra of
Bharata. As established by Abhinavagupta, Rasadhvani is the
soul of poetry. Kashmir was not only a cradle of the schools
of poetics, but it also nurtured generations of poets through
four centuries or more. Kashmir Valley witnessed different
systems in their formative, creative, definitive and scholastic
stages.

J&K has to its credit the Visnudharmottara Purana, an
encyclopedic work compiled near Jammu, the Vasuki Purana
written in the hilly areas of Doda and Bhadrawaha and the
Nilamata Purana of Kashmir which contain a rich treasure of
information regarding sacred places, religious rites and
festivals and the way of life of the common people of ancient
Kashmir. J&K has also produced wonderful Sanskrit literature
in the form of historical poems like Rajatarangini of Kalhana,
Jonaraja, Srivara, Prajiiabhatta and Suka, Prthoirajavijaya of
Jayanaka, Vikramankadevacarita of Bilhana and Rajendra Karnapiira
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of Sambhu. In the field of epics Kapphinabhyudaya of Sivasvamin,
Haravijaya of Ratnakara, Ravanarjuniya of Bhima, Srikanthacaritam
of Mankha and Kathakautuka of Srivara are worth to mention.
Great grammarian Patafijali also belonged to Kashmir and the
famous commentary Kasika on Panini’s Astadhyayi and the
commentaries on Patafijali’'s Mahabhasya were also composed
here. Candra and Katantra schools of Sanskrit grammar
flourished in Kashmir. It is believed that the great sage Caraka,
the writer of famous Ayurvedic work Caraka Samhita hailed
from Kashmir and Drdhabala, who revised Caraka’s work,
also belonged to Kashmir.

Kashmir was famous for its Sanskrit as well as Buddhist
studies through the ages. The Chinese travellers, Yuan
Chwang and Ou Kong, visited Kashmir in ce 631 and 759
respectively. Both these scholars stayed here for a couple of
years to study Sanskrit and Buddhism. Ksemendra refers to
many students who used to come to Kashmir from Bengal
and other parts of India to study and achieve perfection in
Sanskrit. The high standard of debates and discussions, as
indicated in Caraka Sarihita, Padataditaka, Agamadambara, etc.,
are a testimony to this fact.

Unfortunately, we witnessed a dark period for more than
five centuries, say, from thirteenth to seventeenth. During
this period no creative or scholastic work was produced on
this fertile land of J&K. It was only after Maharaja Ranbir
Singh became the king of J&K in 1857, that Sanskrit writing
regained some ground in the state.

Immediately after he ascended the throne of J&K (in 1857)
this king being a lover of knowledge in general, and of Sanskrit
as well as Persian language and literature in particular,
adopted a policy to propagate these two languages. Besides,
having faith in religion, the king announced the state of J&K
as a centre of religious learning. He established a number of
temples and Sanskrit pathasalas in different parts of the state.
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During the post-Independence period, Sanskrit studies
suffered due to lack of government patronage except that few
institutions that continued to work under the patronage of
J&K Dharmartha Trust.

Before January 1990, i.e. the period when militancy gripped
the valley, Sanskrit teaching in J&K was quite inspiring and
satisfactory. “J&K Dharmartha Trust” which was founded by
Maharaja Ranbir Singh to promote and propagate Sanskrit
language and literature, was playing key role to popularise
Sanskrit in the state. Large number of students used to come
from various parts of the country and even from Nepal to
learn Sanskrit from the pandits of J&K. A large number of
students were taught Sanskrit in Sanskrit pathasalas/
mahavidyalayas of the state. The following were the few
institutions established by Maharaja Ranbir Singh and his
lineage where Sanskrit was being studied in general and
research was also being done:

1. Shri Gadadhar Sanskrit Pathashala, Devikatirtha,
Uttarvahini.

2. Shri Raghunatha Sanskrit Pathashala (Later on Shri
Raghunatha Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya), Shri Raghunatha
Temple Complex, Jammu city.

3. Shri Raghunatha Sanskrit Library, Shri Raghunatha
Temple Complex, Jammu city.

4. Sanskrit Pathashala at Ranbir Singh High School,
Jammu.

5. Dharmartha Vibhaga or Dharmartha Council (now
known as Dharmartha Trust), Jammu.

Shri Raghunatha Nidhi, Jammu.
7. Sanskrit pathasalas jointly sponsored by public support

and J&K education department in Purmandala
(Jammu) —
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i. Sanskrit pathasala in Jhiri village.
ii. Sanskrit pathasald in Phalayan village.
iii. Sanskrit pathasala, Udhampur.
iv. Sanskrit pathasala, Reasi.
v. Shri Ranvira Pathashala in Jammu city.
8. Shri Vidyadhara Shaivashrama Nidhi or Trust, Karan
Nagar, Srinagar.
9. Shri Rupa Devi Sharada Pitha, Srinagar.
10. Shri Rama Shaivasharama, Fatehkadal, Srinagar.
11.  Shri Paniniya Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Jammu city.
12.  Arya Kanya Sanskrit Pathashala, Old Hospital Road,
Jammu.
13. Sanskrit Mahilavidyapitha, Jammu city.
14. Kashmir Sahitya Sammelana, Kralkhud, Srinagar.
15. Sanskrit Sahitya Parishad, Srinagar.
16. Sansrkrit Bhasha Prachara Samiti, Srinagar.

— Visoa Sanskrit Satabdigrantha,
Jammu Kashmir Section, Sarhvat 2022.

In these pathasalas students were provided free meals and
boarding facilities along with clothes. Dharmartha Trust had
also been organising various literary competitions and
distributed awards in the field of Sanskrit to promote and
propagate the Sanskrit studies. But, unfortunately, only three
institutions, i.e. Shri Raghunatha Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Shri
Raghunatha Sanskrit Library and Dharmartha Trust are now
functional and the rest do not exist anymore.

Dharmartha Trust had patronised a number of artists,
poeticians and scholars who contributed to Sanskrit Literature
till 1989.

Some prominent scholars are — Amar Nath Kaul, Ishwar
Kaul, Krishna Dutt Shastri, Krishna Pandit, Gurucharan Dass
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(Swami), Gopal Rajanak, Govind Kaul (Swami), Govind Bhatt
Shastri, Govind Yaksha, Govind Rajanak, Jagdish Shastri,
Mahamahopadhyay Jagaddhar Zadoo, Janardan Yaksha, Zinda
Kaul, Jiya Lal Kaul, Jiya Lal Dhar, Jiya Lal Pradhyapak,
Tribhuvan Nath Shastri, Daya Ram Pandit, Damodar Pandit,
Deena Nath Yaksha, Dev Giri Nath, Ram Nath Shastri,
Nityanand Shastri, Neel Kanth Gurtoo, Paramanand Pandit,
Pushkar Nath Shastri, Prithvi Nath Pushp, Prem Nath Nehru,
Badri Nath Nazir, Badri Nath Shastri, Baljinnath Pandit, Badri
Nath Kalla, Bhaskar Rajanak, Madhusudan Kaul, Mahtab Kaul
(Swami), Mahadev Trik, Maheswar Rajanak, Mukund Trik,
Mukund Ram, Mahamahopadhyaya Radha Krishan Kav,
Ramkrishna Kavi, Ram Chandra Kak, Ram Chandra Gadroo,
Ram Chandra Bhatt, Laxmana Rajanak (swami), Shiv Nath
Shastri, Shivopadhyay, Shrikanth Kaul, Sahib Ram, Sukhanand
Zadoo, Sudarshan Rajanak, Har Bhatt Shastri, Hari Krishna
Mirza, Hriday Nath Kaul, Janaki Nath Kamal, etc.

Present Status of Sanskrit Studies in Jammu & Kashmir

In comparison to past glorious history of Sanskrit teaching,
learning and research in the state, there seems no reason to
be satisfied with the present status of Sanskrit-learning in J&K.
Although Sanskrit-learning is still popular in the state but the
fact is that the subject is not a priority for the government as
far as its teaching in the schools and colleges is concerned.
Still there are some institutions in the state where Sanskrit is
taught at the school, undergraduate and postgraduate levels.
These institutions or gurukulas/pathasalas /mahavidyalayas are
run/sponsored either by the private sector or by the state
and central governments. These Institutions are:

SHRI RAGHUNATH SANSKRIT MAHAVIDYALAYA

This mahavidyalaya was established at Raghunatha Temple
Complex, Jammu in the year 1858 by Maharaja Ranbir Singh.
This mahavidyalaya produced hundreds of pandits during the
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nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This mahavidyalaya is now
run by the Jammu & Kashmir Dharmartha Trust at village
Birpur (Jammu) and provides teaching of Prajna and Visharada
classes under the affiliation with University of Jammu.
Presently, the Institution has eleven highly qualified teachers
with specialisation in the field of Veda, Vyakarana, Jyotisa
and Sahitya. The number of students is more than 100, who
are provided free boarding and lodging facilities by
Dharmartha Trust. Three year degree course of Shastri is
proposed to be started in the near future.

Some renowned scholar pandits of the mahavidyalaya are:
1. Shri Kaka Rama Shastri
2. Shri Vihari Lala Shastri (author of Paficanga and books

on karma-kanda)
The late Vishnukanta Shastri (former Governor of U.P.)
Ganga Datta Vinoda (worked on Rgveda)
The late Kevalakrishna Shastri (expert in Sanskrit
grammar)
6. Late Pandit Ramanatha Shastri (Recipient of President’s
award/Certificate of Honour)
7. Pandit Mula Raja Shastri (Recipient of President's
award)
8. Vishvamurti Shastri (Recipient of President’s award)
The late Pandit Kaka Ram Shastri of Jammu, a great pandit
scholar of poetics contributed profusely to the service of
Sanskrit language and literature. He would teach and help

even the professors of the university to explain the textbooks
of poetics (Sahitya Sastra).

SHRI GURU GANGA DEVAJI SANSKRIT MAHAVIDYALAYA,
SUNDERBANI, RAJOURI (J&K)

This mahavidyalaya was established in 1999 and is run by the
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Svami Vi§vatmananda Trust, founded by Svami
Visvatmananda Sarasvati in the Sundarbani area of Rajouri
district. The aim of this mahavidyalaya is to provide traditional
education to male students. Veda, Vyakarana, Jyotisa and
Sahitya along with modern subjects are being taught to the
students. The trust provides education, food, uniform, seasonal
clothes free of cost. Around 150 students are admitted in
Prathama, Madhyama, Shastri (III years courses), Prak-shastri
and Acharya (II year courses). The mahavidyalaya offers —
Veda, Vyakarana, Jyotisa and Sahitya as fields of specialisation
in the said classes. This mahavidyalaya is affiliated to Rashtriya
Sanskrit Sansthan, deemed university (New Delhi).

SHRI MATA VAISHNO DEVI GURUKULA, CARANAPADIKA,
KATRA (JAMMU)

This gurukula was established by the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, Katra, on 1 July 2010 with the aim to make the
students fully equipped with knowledge in the fields of Vedas,
Indian culture and religion as well as Sanskrit language and
literature. Besides, the students are also provided education
in the modern subjects such as English language, mathematics,
social sciences and elementary sciences. In the first phase
gurukula has a proposal to run class 6 to class 12 for its resident
students. Six Sanskrit acaryas, having Ph.D degrees in different
fields of Sanskrit studies as well as three teachers of modern
subjects have been appointed to teach the students. At present
18 students in 6™ class and 25 students in 7" class are studying
Sukla Yajurveda, Jyotisa, Vyakarana and Sahitya Sastra and
modern subjects. Students are provided free meals, books,
clothes, medical facilities, etc. by the Shri Mata Vaishnodevi
Shrine Board.

STUDY OF SANSKRIT IN GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOLS

The implementation of the three language formula in Jammu
& Kashmir State does not leave any scope of the inclusion of
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Sanskrit as a subject in school curriculum. At the high school
level Hindi or Urdu is taught as the first language, English as
the second language and Urdu as the third language to those
who opt Hindi as the first language and Hindi is taught as the
third language to those students who opt Urdu as the first
language. As a consequence it has left no scope for teaching of
Sanskrit at the school level. The result is that Sanskrit degree
holders are forced to teach general subjects and posts of
Sanskrit teachers in government schools are either left vacant
or merged.

STUDY OF SANSKRIT IN SCHOOLS AFFILIATED TO CBSE
(CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION)
Kendriya Vidyalayas, BSF School, Army schools and all other
schools which are affiliated to the CBSE (Central Board of
Secondary Education) have Sanskrit as a compulsory subject
in their curricula from class VI to VIII and as an optional subject
from class IX to XII. Thus, the three language formula has
created a lack of motivation towards Sanskrit studies at the
school as well as college/university levels. Employment
opportunities in teaching are becoming lesser and lesser for
students of Sanskrit.

STATUS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES AT HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOLS AND GOVERNMENT COLLEGES

Despite the apathy from the government and the new
education policy, Sanskrit is immensely popular among the
students and common people of the state, especially of the
Jammu region. A large number of students opt for Sanskrit
subject in class 11" and 12" and 3-year B.A. course. Thousands
of students are learning Sanskrit in around 90 government
higher secondary schools and 20 government degree colleges
of Jammu region. About 110 lecturers are appointed to teach
these students. But, in the government degree colleges of
Kashmir, the situation is quite the opposite. No doubt, Sanskrit
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does exist in the university/college curricula but in reality
Sanskrit is not taught in any of the around 35 degree colleges
of Kashmir region. The reason is that after migration of Kasmiri
pandits and Sanskrit teachers from the valley during 1990, the
Sanskrit posts have been left either vacant or are merged.
Approximately 20 posts of Sanskrit teachers at the higher
secondary level and degree college level have been merged
in the Kashmir region. The students willing to opt for Sanskrit
are discouraged by the authorities by saying that teachers are
not available for teaching Sanskrit.

CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF BUDDHIST STUDIES, LEH

Established in 1959 this centre offers standard 1% to Ph.D in
Buddhism. The centre lays special emphasis on the study of
Buddhism (including language and literature, philosophy,
culture, art, architecture and archaeology, etc.) through Tibetan
medium. It may be noted here that a vast Buddhist Sanskrit
literature was translated into Tibetan, out of which many
original Sanskrit texts were lost and have been restored from
their Tibetan translations. One Sanskrit teacher, appointed at
the centre, teaches the Buddhist Sanskrit subject to the
students.

AYURVEDA COLLEGE

Government college of Ayurveda, Jammu, was closed in 1982.
A private Ayurveda college came up and has been running in
Jammu city since 1998. Sanskrit is a compulsory subject for the
degree of BAMS (Bachelor of Ayurvedic Medicine & Surgery).
It is giving some incentive to Sanskrit studies in the state.

CENTRAL INSTITUTION

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (deemed university) Ranbir
campus is another major institution at Jammu, providing
facilities for teaching/ learning and research in Sanskrit. This
Sansthan was established in 1971 under the title of Sri Ranvir



STATUS OF SANSKRIT STUDIES IN JAMMU AND KasHMIR | 145

Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeeth, affiliated to Rashtriya Sanskrit
Sansthan, New Delhi. This campus is one of the 10 campuses
of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan situated in different parts of
the country. This institution is transformation of 173-year-old
Shri Raghunath Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya which was founded
by the then Maharaja Sri Ranbir Singh until it became a deemed
university in the year 2002. This Vidyapeeth has been running
the following classes.

Course Duration of course Equivalent
Prathama 3 years 8™ class
Purvamadhyama 2 years Matriculation
Uttaramadhyama 2 years 10+2 (12%)
Prak-shastri 2 years 10+2
Shastri 3 years Three year B.A.
Acharya 2 years M.A.

Shiksha Shastri 1 year B.Ed
Shikshacharya 1 year M.Ed

After getting the status of deemed university, only Prak-
shastri, Shastri, Acharya, Shiksha Shastri and Shikshacharya
classes are being run by the Ranvir campus wherein about 350
students are provided education in the fields of Sanskrit
literature, Veda, Vyakarana, Jyotisa, Darsana and teaching
methodology. Apart from Sanskrit subjects, Hindi, English,
Dogri, Political Science, English literature and History are also
taught at Shiksha Shastri and Shastri classes. At Shastri and
Acharya levels the Sansthan offers various optional subjects
like Veda, Vyakarana, Sahitya, Sahityasastra, Darsana, Jyotisa
and Arthasastra according to choice of the students.
Scholarships are provided to help the poor and encourage the
meritorious students by the Sansthan.

Now this campus also has become the centre for distance
education.
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Presently, Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan — Sri Ranbir campus
is running the following eight vibhigas (departments):

P NI LD

Vyakarana Vibhaga

Sahitya Vibhaga

Darsana Vibhaga

Siddhanta Jyotisa and Phalita Jyotisa Vibhaga
Veda Vibhaga

Siksasastri Vibhaga

Ka$mira Saivadaréana Pariyojana

Distance Education Centre

There are 35 professors on the staff role out of which four
are on contractual basis.

Research Output

One hundred four research projects leading to Vidyavaridhi
(Ph.D.) degree in different fields of Sanskrit have been
completed at this campus so far.

Following are some the important publications of the

campus:

1. Kagmira Saiva Dardanam
2. Literary Study of Vikramankadevacaritari
3. Rca-Rahasyam
4. The Background of Jaina-jivana Darsanam
5. Nyaya-Sara-Vicara
6. Grahalaghavakaranam (12 volumes)
7. Dasa-Padartht
8. Raghunathagunodayamahakavyari
9. Jyotisa-Ratnamala

10. Bijaganitam

11. Lalita-Stavaratnam

12.  Paramarthasara

13.  Samarasasira

14. Svatantryadarpana
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15.
16.
17.
18.

Bhrngisa-Samthita

Saivacaryo Nagarjunah tasya Stotrayugalafica
Tarkapravesah

Saiva-Darsana-Kosah (in two volumes), etc.

Srivaisnavi magazine is also being published annually by
the campus.

Library

The library of this campus has nearly 45,000 books on Sanskrit
language and literature and 125 rare manuscripts written in
Sarada and Devanagari scripts, are also preserved in the

library.

Sanskrit at Postgraduate Levels

Presently, J&K has nine universities, namely:

1.
2.
3.

University of Kashmir, Hazratbal, Srinagar.
University of Jammu, Jammu.

Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science &
Technology, Srinagar.

Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science &
Technology, R.S. Pura, Jammu.

Sri Mata Vaishno Devi University, Katra.
Baba Gulam Shah Badshah University, Rajouri.

Islamic University of Science & Technology,
Avantipora, Kashmir.

Kashmir Central University, Kashmir.

Jammu Central University, Samba (yet to be
functional).

Out of these nine universities, provision for teaching and
research in Sanskrit exists in Kashmir University and Jammu
University only.
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KASHMIR UNIVERSITY, SRINAGAR

With the establishment of the Department of Sanskrit in 1983
Sanskrit studies were started in Kashmir University at PG as
well as UG levels. M.A. Khan of the Department of Hindi was
the founder head (in-charge) of the department. At the time
of opening of Sanskrit department. Swami Purnananda
Sarasvati was appointed as lecturer and B.K Dembi and B.N.
Kalla were as guest teachers. Again, Satyabhama Razdan and
Purnima Kaul joined the department as lecturers later. Due to
turmoil in the Kashmir Valley, Swami Purnananda Sarasvati
and Purnima Kaul migrated from Srinagar in 1989 and since
the year 1990, Sanskrit Department of the Kashmir University
was affected in the worst possible manner due to terrorism in
the valley. It was in the year 2001 that Jalees Ahmed Khan
Tareen, the then vice-chancellor of Kashmir University took a
keen interest to revive the department and appointed S.
Razdan as in-charge head with two teaching assistants. At
present the department has one professor (S. Razdan) and
two assistant professors.

The Department of Sanskrit, Kashmir University, runs the
following courses:

1. 1-year certificate course
1-year P.G. Diploma course.
2-year M.A. programme.
M.Phil. Programme.

Ph.D. Programme.

G RN

Research Activities

Since 2001, the teaching faculty of the department has been
seriously engaged in teaching/learning and research activities
and students actively participate in the academic as well as
extra-curricular activities, including national and international
seminars/conferences.
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Publications

Four books have been published by the faculty members.
Besides, 25 research papers too have been published, in the
national research journals.

UNIVERSITY OF JAMMU

Since its birth in 1963, the department of Sanskrit, Jammu
University has been contributing extensively towards Sanskrit
teaching and research in various fields of specialisation like
Veda, Vedanga, Indian Linguistics, Grammar, Poetics,
Puranetihasa, Dramatergy, Vastu and Jyotisa.

The Department of Sanskrit runs the following courses:

Courses Duration
1. M.A. 2 years
2. M.Phil. 1-2 years
3. Ph.D.

The department of Sanskrit offers 28 courses in M.A.
degree, out of which a student has to opt 16 courses in all,
spread over four semesters of approx. six months each. The
fields of specialisation are — Poetics, Epigraphy, Philosophy
and Linguistics. The number of students in M.A. (2-year)
course varies from 75 to 80.

Research Activities

More than 140 research topics for M.Phil. degree have been
completed in various fields of specialisation so for. More than
90 scholars, after working on research topics in Poetics,
Philosophy, Kashmir Saivism, Linguistics, Veda, Vedanga,
Upanisad, Jyotisa, Vastu, Dharmasastra, etc. have so far been
awarded the degree of Ph.D. At present 20 candidates for
M.Phil. and 42 scholars are registered for Ph.D. degrees.
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Publications

Since 1963, the Department of Sanskrit of Jammu University
has published books and around 200 research papers in different
fields of specialisations. The list of some important publications
of Sanskrit department is as under:

(A) Ved Kumari Ghai:

Nilamata Purana: A Critical & Literary Study

Nilamata Purana, vol. II text with English translation
Kasmiradarpana

Narendradarpana

Kasmira ka Samiskrta Sahitya ko Yogadana

Purandhri Paficakam (a collection of Sanskrit riipakas)

N ool W=

Studies in Phonetics and Phonology with special reference
to Dogri

®

Vedamyta (Dogri translation of Vedic hymns)
Pandulipivijfianam (editing)
10.  Yogadarpana (Dogri explanation of Yogastitras). Jointly
authored with Ram Pratap
11.  Sahityika aur Sarskrtika Nibandha
12.  Rajendrakarnapiira
13. Bhallata Satakam
14.  Mere Gita Tumhare Gita
(B) Kaushallya Wali:
Concept of Ahimisa in Sanskrit Literature

Concept of Barman and Bhagya in Sanskrit Literature
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Jammu Kasmira ki Svatantryottara Hind Kavita: Ek
Adhyayana
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(C) Shambhu Nath Shastri:

1
2
3.
4

A History of Vedic Literature

A New Approach to Some Important Aspects of Indology
Pathalocana (textual criticism)

Adhunikasandarbhe Kalidasah

(D) Ram Pratap:

N

Puranari Kavyartipataya Vivecanam
Sahityasudhasindhu
Puranavimarsah
Camatkaravicaracarca

Trividha Kayasamiksa
Kavyacamatkara

Mammatottara Yuga ke Bharatiya Kavyasastra mein Niitana
Avadharanayen

(Five books co-authored with Ved Kumari Ghai)

(E) Mahesh Sharma:

1.
2.
3.

Sacred Idias of East
Mudraraksasanatakam: Ek Adhyayana

Amisuka (collection of poems)

(F) Ramnika Jalali:

1.
2.
3.

Indian Women in Smytis
Kalcuris of Tripurari
Status of Women

(G) Sharda Gupta:

1.
2.
3.

Advaitavedanta aur Sankara Vedanta.
Viraha (Hindi poems)
Vedana (Hindi poems)
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(H) Kedar Nath Sharma:

1.

Rasabhasa aur Bhavabhasa (a literary, psychological, social
and religious study of Rasabhasa and Bhavabhasa)

Sanskrta mein Ripasvanimika Adhyayana
Kasmiristotraparampara Evam Dinakrandanastotra

Trivent (collection of research papers on linguistics,
philosophy, poetics and Indian culture)

Kasmira ke Kavyacarya
Comparative Study of Centro-Eastern Pahari Languages
(Nepali, Gadhwali and Kumauni)

(I) Jagir Singh:

1.

Pratyabhijiiahydayam aur Vedantasara ke Sandarbha mein
Kasmira Advaita Saivadarsana aur Advaitavedantadarsana:
Ek Paryaveksana

ISvarapratyabhijiia aur Sawmkhyakarika ke Paripreksa meir
Pratyabhijiiasiddhanta Tatha Samkhyadarsana: Ek
Paryalocana

Adoaita Saivabhakti Tatha Utpaladeva
Trikadarsana mein Parasakti Kali

Saivi Yogarasa.

() Purshotam Sharma:

N gl W=

ISavasyopnisad

Bharatiya Jyotisa Pravesa
Laghusiddhanta Kaumud1
Siddhanta Kaumudi
Jyotisarahasya

Jyotisasara

Rkstiktagauravam
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(K) Sushma Devi: Bharatiya Nrtyakalayenn Evam

Natyakala

(L) Ram Bahadur Shukla: Naisadhiyacaritam ki Sastriya

Mimariisa

(M) Vidyadhar Singh: 1. Pracinabharatiya Puranivesa

2. Bharattya Vastusastra ka Itihasa

Research Papers

Apart from the above-mentioned 60 books-teachers of this
department have also published about 300 research papers.

Major Research Projects Completed/
Undertaken by the Teaching Staff

The teaching staff of the Sanskrit department of Jammu
University have been actively involved in their own major
research projects. The following major research projects have
been completed by the teaching staff:

1.

UGC-Sponsored M/R Project: A Critical Study of Rasa
School. P.I. — Ram Pratap

UGC-Sponsored M/R Project: The Study of Kasmir
Saivism on the Basis of Concerned Original Sanskrit
Texts. P.I. — K. Wali

UGC-Sponsored M/R Project: Status of Indian Women
with Special Reference to Smrties. P.I. — Ramnika Jalali

UGC-Sponsored M/R Project: A Critical Study of Centro-
Eastern Pahari Languages, i.e. Nepali, Gadhwali and
Kumauni (2002-05). P.I. — Kedar Nath Sharma

UGC-Sponsored M/R Project: House Architecture in
Ancient India (2009-2011). P.I. — Kedar Nath Sharma

UGC / State Higher Secondary Education Department
Sponsored M/R Project: “ Analysis of Sanskrit Phonemes”
(Running since 1986). P.I. — Kedar Nath Sharma
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7. UGC Sponsored M/R Project: A Critical study of
Physiognomy (2006-2009). P.I. — Ram Bahadur

Apart from teaching of prescribed syllabi, Sanskrit
Department has been staging Sanskrit dramas, holding
Sanskrit Kavi Sammelana, elocution contests, Kalidasa Jayanti
celebration, Sanskrit sloka recitation competition, Sanskrit day
celebration, etc. to unfold the latent talent in the student
community.

Enovative Programme

A well-equipped computerised phonetic laboratory has been
functioning under the principal investigation of Kedar Nath
Sharma since 1996 in the department to facilitate teachers,
scholars and students working on “phonetics” in particular
and on linguistics in general. This scientific approach can help
the students to follow scientific trends and meet the demands
of the modern development in the society.

Departmental Library

The departmental library of Sanskrit department has more
than 17,000 books on different subjects of Sanskrit literature.

SANSKRIT LIBRARARIES OF THE J&K STATE

1. The Research Library of the J&K Government which
is now located at the Kashmir University Srinagar,
published numerous Sanskrit books under the title
“Kashmir Research Series”. This Library has 7,000
manuscripts, a large number of which (2,140), are in
sanskrit language written in Sarada script. The MSS
section of the library has been reopened about a decade
back to for researchers and attempts are being made
to microfilm the manuscripts so as to make them easily
available for scholars throughout the world.

2. Shri Raghunath Sanskrit Research Institute (previously
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known as Shri Raghunath Sanskrit Library) at
Raghunath temple, Jammu, is one of the important
Sanskrit libraries of northern India. Many important
manuscripts are preserved here. The total number of
Mss in various categories is 6,079. A descriptive
catalogue of these manuscripts was prepared by M.A.
Stein in ce 1894 and 1905. The number of Mss in
different categories are as under:

(1) Vedic Literature, 202;
(2) Suatragranthans, 221;
(3) Upanisad Sahitya, 421;
(4) Vedanga, 26;

(5) Vyakarana, 279;

(6) Sabdakosa (Dictionary), 7
(7) Chandograntha, 27;

(8) Sangitavidya (Music), 35;
(9) Alarnkara, 106;

(10) Kavya, 263;

(11) Nataka, 54;

(12) Akhyayika, 31;

(13) Dharmasastra, 718;
(14) Parva-Mimarmsa, 158;
(15) Vedanta, 404;

(16) Samkhya, 15;

(17) Yoga, 26;

(18) NyayavaiSesika, 435;
(19) Jyotisasilpadi, 510;

(20) Cikitsa, 241;

(21) Mahabharataramayanadi, 79;
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22) Puranamahatmya, 309;
23) Bhaktigranthas, 313;
24) Tantragranthas, 1031;
25) Jainagranthas, 35;

26) Tamilagranthas, 68;

27) Saradagranthas, 20
— See, Charaka, SDS, Life and Times of Maharaja
Ranbir Singh of Jammu and Kashmir, p. 273

(
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CREATIVE WRITING IN SANSKRIT

Creative writing in Sanskrit is still going on in the state. Duggar
Stuti written by Sukh Dev Shastri (1892-1982) is a famous kavya
of thirteen cantoes of nineteenth century. This kavya gives a
vivid description of the cities and towns of Jammu region.
Besides, he has a credit of four other kavyas, which are — Sri
Jitamalacaritam, Sri Nehru Satakam, St Haimamarnathakatha and
Bharata Sahasranama Mahastotram.

Another famous creative writer of the state is Kedar Nath
Shastri (ce 1892-1980). His kavya, Tausi Satakari, is a collection
of 100 verses about the river Tawi which flows by the side of
Jammu city. Another work Sindhu Sabhyata is a monograph in
Sanskrit prose giving first hand information about the remains
of Indus Valley Civilisation as he himself was associated with
excavations. His Bharatavijaya mahakavya deals with the Indo-
Pak war of 1965 and is still unpublished. Rajatarangini Parisistam
by Kaviraja Bholanath (ce 1905-78) is a continuity of the
tradition of Rajatarangini first written in ancient times in
Kashmir. The writer at first describes Jammu and thereafter
gives a history of all the Dogra rulers from Maharaja Gulab

Singh to Maharaja Hari Singh in it.

Shri Ram Krishna Shastri was a prolific Sanskrit poet of
post-Independence era and published his Sanskrit kavyas, plays
and prose writings on his own. Many of his works were
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published in the monthly Sanskrit Journal Suprabhatam. The
eight Kavyas edited and published by him are, Taracaritam,
Vidyanuragi  Ranvirah, Indirasatakam, Sekhasatakam,
Candadevacaritam, Neharusatakam, Svatantrottarabharatam, and
Abhinavaduggaradarsanam. He has also written two short plays
— Rajaduhita and Duggaroddharah and the prose work
Kadambarikathasarah. With the exception of Candadevacaritarit and
Kadambarikathasarah, all his remaining works deal with
contemporary personalities and events.

Ved Kumari Ghai and Prof. Ram Pratap have jointly
brought out Urmika a collection of Sanskrit poems. Ghai has
also to her credit Purandhripaficakam — a collection of five
Sanskrit plays based on the lives of five women. Gangadatt
Vinod has to his credit Vyangoktayah, a collection of Sanskrit
satirical poems. Bihari Lal Shastri has brought out his kavya
Parasuramayanari in 700 verses. Other writers of Jammu whose
Sanskrit poems, essays, plays, etc. have been published in
various journals are, Sarva Shri Pandit Kakaram Shastri, Pandit
Parashuram Shastri, Ram Nath Shastri, Shambhu Nath Shastri,
T.C. Shastri, Priyatam Chandra Shastir, Kewal Krishna Shastri,
K. Walj, Rita Jitendra, Yogendra Kumar and Shri Durga Datt
Shastri. Of Sanskrit creative writers from Kashmir, we have
Baljinath Pandit who has written a philosophical Kavya-
svatantryadarpana and B.N. Kalla who has written
Kasmirakrandanarin. Shri Jagannath Rivu has written
Sraddhanandacaritari in 459 verses, parts of which have been
published in various journals. Neelakanth Gurtoo an ardent
(obedient) disciple of the late Swami Lakshman Joo, a doyen
of Kagmir Saivism has edited and translated texts of Kagmir
Saivism — (1) Paratririisika, (2) Spandakarika, (3) Samba-Paficasika,
(4) Sri Harsesara-mahatmyarii, and (5) Amarnatha-Mahatmyari.

Thus the tradition of creative writing in Sanskrit is still
alive in J&K (article by Ved Kumari Ghai, on Sanskrit Studies
in India, Published by SLBSRS Vidyapeeth, New Delhi, 2001).
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Sanskrit, the original source of Indian culture, is a rich
repository of knowledge on the human wisdom, spread over
diversified areas of philosophy, spiritual practices, rites and
rituals, science, astronomy and astrology, medicine,
geography, sociology and so on. People with diverse attitudes
and aptitudes studied and wrote on various aspects of life.
Obviously it engulfed almost every branch of knowledge. As
a result royals too, paid proper attention towards the
development of Sanskrit during the ancient and early medieval
periods. This trend continued in J&K till the thirteenth century
before the introduction of Islam in the Kashmir Valley. We
find a decline in the development of Sanskrit, which however,
got revived somewhat with the advent of the Dogra rule,
especially during the reign of Maharaja Ranbir Singh. Maharaja
Ranbir Singh gave a boost to Sanskrit studies by establishing
various pathasalas / mahavidyalayas, research institutes, libraries,
etc. The situation again changed by the time of Indian
Independence. The priority of the J&K government shifted to
the adoption of a new education policy, similar to what we
find at the national level. Accordingly, three-language formula
consisting of mother tongue, English and regional language
got the most prominent place in the academic curricula.
Sanskrit was given a back seat. However, the status of Sanskrit
in the state is not totally dim and some of the institutions
have kept the ray of hope alive. Sanskrit is being taught in the
lower classes of CBSE run schools, private pathasalis/
mahavidyalayas, Ayurvedic College, Centre for Buddhist
Studies, Leh, University of Jammu, University of Kashmir and
last but not the least the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Ranbir
Campus, Jammu. Needless to say, these institutions realise
the deep impact of Sanskrit on the day-to-day life of the people
of the region, especially its significance in the fields of
Ayurveda, Yoga, Hindu sariiskaras, Astrology and Vastu, etc.;
and their intimate relation with the people. It is sad to note
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that whereas Sanskrit subject is available at the higher
education level, it has been removed from the school
curriculum. There is serious need to reintroduce the subject at
the middle and secondary level so that the gap can be filled
up and a continuity of Sanskrit studies can be maintained.
The role of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (New Delhi) becomes
more pertinent in such a situation which may be possible in
two ways (1) by establishing Adarsh Sanskrit vidyalayas, and
(2) by persuading the J&K Board of School Education to ensure
that Sanskrit gets a proper space in its curricula.
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Sanskrit Studies in the
States of Bihar and Jharkhand

Brahmachari Surendra Kumar

Backdrop

SanskriT studies, prior to the arrival of the East India Company
of England, had remained confined to the Cd, i.e. teacher-
centric pAGhacedINsually, a scholar/priest of traditional
Sanskrit-learning would start a Sanskrit-teaching centre called
Cohnd students, mostly from the priest-class, would join them.
These Cal were supported through the munificence of the local
zamAndArand wealthy families, as they needed priests who
had knowledge of Sanskrit-text-based rituals. The teaching
of Sanskrit in those centres (Cal) focused on the dissemination
of religious ritualistic prescriptions of the Dharmasastras and
their application on the occasion of various festivals, religious
rituals or otherwise. During the medieval India, the Puranas
and other ritualistic literature, and, not the Vedic texts,
impacted upon the socio-cultural formations of Bihar and
Jharkhand, which were too orthodox to be benefic for the
enlightenment of the masses, in respect of the sSAmAnya dharma
enunciated in the Smrti literature.

In course of time, the East India Company of England
gained the diwani of Bihar and Bengal. In order to administer
these areas they had to be acquainted with the socio-cultural
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