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Introduction

The 2nd half of 20" century and the first decade of 21% century is
being rightly considered as the golden age for the modern Sanskrit
Literature. During this period we have plenty of poetical compositions in
the form of #&Th1ea-s, WUeHA-5 and lyrical poems etc. written by the
poets from all regions of our country. Similarly, in prose compositions we
have stories, short stories, novels, travelogue and fine essays etc., whereas
in dramatical compositions we have plays, short plays (or rather one-act-
plays), Radio-plays and street-plays etc. Out of these literary genres of
creative writings along with their sub-genres mentioned above, some are
continuing from ancient times and few are the contributions of this modern
age.

The poet and his works : At a glance
Dr. Jagannath Pathak, the poet of this Anthology i.¢. SFFIERIHIITH

is a well known name in the field of contemporary creative writings in
Sanskrit. He was born in Sasaram, Bihar in the year 1933 and he retired
as a principal from Rashtriya Sanskrit Samsthan, Ganganath Jha Campus,
Allahabad in 1994. He now leads the literary galaxy of Prayag where he
is well-settled at present and by his precious presence he adorns
Pratisthanapuri (Jhusi), Allahabad (a historical place related to

mythological characters such as Pururavas and Urvashi etc.) .

A number of creative literary works have been published so far to
his credit. He is the author of many Hesehrea-s like swifasmart (1980),
Tareht (1983), firaren (1987), fafssfwremarrdt (1992) and smafaesmm™ g (1995).
He has also translated ™=t as well as 1% of Jayashankar Prasad into
Sanskrit in poetry-form and dr<@<effamei: of Prof. G. C. Panday into
Hindi. He has edited many important works like ¥9&em™: (original Mazm
Ul Bahrain by Dara Shikoh), =reayesre1, giiiagriee, Aqa-reesy etc.



(x)

In addition to that, w5eren & w1 (1981) and ewfiamen (1998) are his
original writings in Hindi.

#riamanis an important collection of life history of sixteen Buddhist
Nuns including famous S, gmehen, et and stgaret. He has edited
the 7" volume of History of Sanskrit literature published from Uttar
pradesh Sanskrit Sansthan, Lucknow. This particular volume is dedicated
to Modern Sanskrit literature. Besides the works mentioned above,
thousands of his s still wait to see the light of the day. For details ofhis
works one may go through the 10" issue of Drik (a leading criticism of
contemporary Sanskrit literature) published by Drig-Bharati, Allahabad
in2002.

For his marvelous creations stated above, he has been awarded
with several prestigious National awards. To name a few, he has been
awarded with president award in 2005. He is also a recipient of many
other important awards like Sahitya-akademi (1981) for =mftenfr,
Vachaspati-sammana of K. K. Birla Foundation (1992) for Ggis1. Besides
these, he received several awards from Uttar pradesh Sanskrit Sansthan
and Rajasthan Sanskrit Academy also.

The Poet vis-a-vis 3™af metre

Dr. Pathak has unique mastery over writing traditional metre in
general and 3T™f-s in particular. Therefore, he is rightly called as smatewR
by many contemporary critics. Though he mostly writes in traditional metres
like many other traditional contemporary poets, still unlike them, he is not
against the use of free verses (muktachhandas) in contemporary Sanskrit
writings, which is widely adopted in other contemporary Indian literature.
He is never of the opinion that it is only writer’s weakness to write free
verses.

3T is a musical metre which seems to be most conducive towards
the nature of the 3T8-¥R. He well-deserves the credit of making 3§ and
Persian literature immortal, for first of all, digesting them and then for
transforming them into Sanskrit metre in its traditional form. Through his
=weh-s of et he lives in the hearts and the brains of the lovers of
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Sanskrit literature who are in favour of extending Sanskrit literature a
greater platform. By translating “ <& e ” into 31&s, he has undoubtedly
shouldered a new responsibility. His smatagarm™H (1995) contains one
thousand &mi-s. Interestingly, the title refers to the Sanskritised name of
his native place Sasaram (Bihar). His fafssfaard=rt also contains around
two thousand &mi-s.

The lyrical Sanskrit metre & is one of the few small metres in
Sanskrit. Besides the ‘@mf’, the 319w is also a small metre. However,
there is a fundamental difference between these two metres. The 7752
suits as a medium for the continuous narration as it is mostly used in -
s, while the 37 is fittest for the lyrical expression of romantic feelings.
May be, therefore, s1fasm™ has adopted the sti-s for songs in his plays
and the same tradition has also been followed by most of his successors.
However, by adopting the #i-s for the purpose of Muktakas in general,
Dr. Pathak has given a new direction to the Classical Sanskrit tradition.

A Brief survey of poet’s Poetic Creation

The great merit of Dr. Pathak’s poem is that it is marked by a rare
lucidity. Though he has no specific style as such still the nature of his poems,
is extra-ordinarily simple. Mostly he uses the simplest possible words and
expressions. His works are considered as the massive contributions to
the contemporary writings in Sanskrit for its quality and not for quantity.
He has accomplished his own marvelous skill due to his mastery over the
language and the metre he uses. What I feel, the qualities and the significance
of DrPathak’s poems can only be realized by going through them originally.
Before writing any thing about the present volume, let me analyze some
examples of the already published works of Dr. Pathak.

Like many other writers of present era, the poet Dr. Pathak is
also very much worried about the present complicated awesome social
set up. For example, at present, he finds T&uis all around him just waiting
for their opportunities to steal the chastity of =i In this situation he asks
a question to himself and others that how much the poor @&orE will be
able to protect her :



( xii )
TRal Y EEEEE Tdammy|
il fagas asrREn feaHaql

In another verse he compares himself with such a lamp which is
exstinguished right now by the saree’s boarder which was supposed to
protect him from the great threats of storms.

Ao Wd TN Yooy &4 arearg)|
Arege awfa faifaa T {aisE

He believes in surrendering to God completely. Such evidences
can be found in many of his poems including the following one where he
says that there is no object left which cannot be given to you, because
everything is yours. In poet’s language :

T a%g 4] f& Waq geRaH|
gd @EEma 7 ¥ gEmRan)l (framr-49)

Dr. Pathak’s internal mind has got proper expression in his poems.
Whatever he has written so far he has written them very honestly by entering
to the utmost depth of his heart. He has written his poems by lifting himself
above the bar of cast and creed. The search of eternal truth is the thrust
area of his poems. The understanding of contemporary age, innovative
thoughts and simple as well as transparent language, are other qualities of
his poems. it is very difficult to raise finger against his correct usage of
appropriate words and error-free language along with selection of proper
metre. Dr. Pathak has mostly chosen muktakas to express his feelings in
poetry-form. He is master of 3@ metre. He has written two thousand
3Ti-s in fafssfaeram, one thousand in smEtEEER™®H . Though 3 is his
favourite metre, he has adopted viyogini in 9gi1.  am very much fond of
one of his verse composed in viyogini. The thoughts of the verse quoted
below, are as under : Let someone annihilate my wings or let one prison
me in cage. But how can one cease my inner longing to fly up high in the
sky. In the poet’s language:
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M A vEfigd g W Y fravmE)
TUESIE ATyl Af Sl wudd Jeefdll
(JarehT 155)

I take a lot of inspiration from this single verse. I feel that the verse
can very well guide the young generation too. Not only this verse but
many other verses of Dr. Pathak contain new themes in a most appealing
style. His emotional expressions do efficiently give a shape to the
expressions of his own life.

The poet is sad enough about the tendency of new generation
who has blind faith on western culture. Therefore, he sometimes casts
satiric expressions on such tendency and says :

Sfesax wwfa qua: wd wa fawan o
qEifmE $eig 4: § 3a: Uiyt

I feel, at present Dr. Pathak almost surpasses not only his
contemporary generation but he also sits in the driver’s seat of both the
generations (i.e. upper and lower both) . The Sanskrit poets are famous
for their proud expressions including fasr (qUUIfAEE 7 |1y ¥6H) or
Bhavabhuti (3 7 ®faf<g ger@=aem. ) or Panditaraja Jagannatha in many
of his poems. They all of course have their own style of expressing such
proudness. While Panditaraja is more exposed in this direction, Dr. Pathak
has his own symbolic style in this context. As Prof. Radhavallabh Tripathi
has rightly pointed out in his Foreword right now and once before in Drik
10 also, that Panditaraja uses direct methods for such proud expressions
whereas Dr. Pathak adopts the indirect ones. Let us now look at a couple
of examples, again quoted in Foreword (qam) itself:

TR: § Tt wed fage yagafaamm)
. @aRa Taisfy wReEn afaia:il

T YRR WAy Rafiafe My
A YA deuEfy wfia: )

(Quoted ingH-10, P. 10)
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After a close observation of his poems one can find that Dr.
Pathak does not want to accompany the people who are in very much
hurry to achieve goals by hook or crook. The flattering culture also did
not entertain him. Therefore, some times he finds himselfalone.

About the present work

The present volume is rightly titled as SFr=ergwifiad, After going
through the entire volume of Dr. Pathak, I can say that he has given such
a perfect presentation here by measuring the essence of each and every
word that no body can raise finger towards it. I have no hesitation in
declaring that this master piece proves as a welcome addition to the field
of creative literature in Sanskrit.

In fact, it is a very difficult task to make a review of an excellent
work, as the critic does not find much scope for criticizing it. In that case,
he is left with no other option than appreciating the work from top to
bottom, as [ am also doing in the present case. However, in spite of his
efficiency, his modesty is note-worthy. In fact, this shows the philosophy
of poet’s life.

When I decided to quote a few verses from the present volume
for introducing his poems to our readers, I could not judge which one
is to be left and which one is to be included. I found each and every verse
as quotable. Since it is not practicable to do so, I just picked up a few
haphazardly for this purpose. What [ want to say is, it should not be taken
for granted that the quoted verses are his best creations. Let us go through
some of his verses quoted below to have an editorial analysis:

The present poet is not in favour of producing poems in volumes
to gain name and fame as he feels that a poet can achieve such fame even
by writing two or three poems.

frafa 7 qar @wd wfveg Iw: wewHfyl
w=ffRe sfayaeifa siEfe

He has always sympathy towards the downtrodden society. In
the following verse the mud represents such society. The poet feels that
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though it is the fact that mud can never get the status of the sandal in the
society still it has its own importance, for no one else is able to produce

lotus except the mud. This view has been shaped in the poem titled g=..
Here I quote one verse for our readers :

FUAT TEH: IO T TR FaraeasyHq|
TEHIARAY 1 SISty IRpIS<a TS HHI
Dr. Pathak feels that the poet’s imagination has got wings to fly

over the sky. Therefore, the poets would never tolerate to be prisoned in
the cage, as he says in the poem titled =9 :

A9 Iqfaq vafaeqersn Smfa weqars S|
FIAl 99 @R T ISR GigHst 31

His poetic environment is well recorded in one of his famous poem's
of this volume titled : sfean ag1 7= & wg=iafd, where he points out when
exactly he is tempted to write a poetry . He puts forth more than a dozon
sheds in this context, of which I will quote only a couple of couplets. The
clouds have been attracting our Sanskrit poets even before Kalidasa. The
poet Dr. Pathak is not an exception to it and he opens this poem with a

fine description of clouds, as he says :

T A9 HvE: FaE Fwsfy wRfE
gafstaurEen v Rafaggema
yAfdargaT  frafaremnfasfa
U J wfaar aq1 7AfG ® Sl
In fact, from this particular poem and from similar other poems of
the present volume it appears that the poet is appreciably a minute observer
of the nature and its beautiful creation. In the following verse he sketches

a very good picture of natural environment as he says :

RS fufaarargaadr  Taiame
HASTAHGUETRIASIIIRA,  FATIEIAT
yadafa wfafa: emay; g
gui J wfaar 91 799/ wH=Aafall
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Impatience and intolerance is the main concern of the present day.

The poet is well aware of this fact. To point out the tendency of the
intolerance of the people of the present generation, he says in the poem

entitled 3TEfEw
JfesafagH 7 YA®iag R W)
TR ga sfawda g g

Dr. Pathak is in favour of linking Sanskrit to acommon man instead
of'accepting it as a language of sophisticated intellectual people. He feels
very bad when some one accuses Sanskrit as out-dated before him. He
tries to reply him through the present verse under the title : ¥&paq by
describing Sanskrit as the life of each and every Indian :

#fagia<t 9q S&pafde daaEata Jel
qiforfa a¥gad Taq TS ARGy
The concept of humanity is being ridiculed many ways in the present
time. In fact, it has lost its meaning in the selfish society of ours. The poet
feels that there was a time when the garden of humanity used to be adorned

and inscented but now it is being crushed under the feet. In the poem,
titled as Arer in this volume, the poet says :

AR FASSHTAR A TiaAr==|
yegferar @1 foewafa s axfig AFaan

For sfaar he has his own definitions. About his own poems, he
presumes that whatever he sees in a flash of moment while closing his
eyes in isolation, is called a poem. His following verse, titled sfer, desribes

JqeaH wgeifdfifaaardgdasr|
JEERY 72 HigamgaReta q9i|

He feels that a poem should be written in the colloquial language
which can be well-understood by a common man. In the poem fa
SHME I he says ¢
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SEME: Hfaa TEfa gige™ sl
Ao W Hiqaan SAHH-=E qAerEr||
Selfpleasure is the main purpose behind his creation. He says, it
is not the fact that I write because a like-minded man will read my poems.

On the contrary, [ write for my self-pleasure. The poem, titled %=1 gem,
has the following lines to be quoted :

gisafa gamyE aeefaartafa 7 ¥ 99a: @&ml
WgEE % wag=<isafy g

He believes in self assessment of his poems, as he says although
the metres of my poems are almost scattered now-a-days still it is very
strange that the people do call me a poet even today :

Hhivial A qEvSRifG I9 Sigarn:|
TAf ST 9 SfaRagaRREd |

Every writer has his own style by which he can be identified. Dr.
Pathak is not an exception to it. His creative writings can also be easily
recognised through his unique style and language which leave a permanent
impact on his readers. He seems to be in favour of simple expression with
deep thoughts. The scholarly poet, critic and Historian Dr. Pathak can be
accepted as a guide for writers of new generation because of his unmatching
poetic creations.

Every writing has a purpose behind its creation. The main purpose
of Dr. Pathak’s writings is to gain self-pleasure as he declars in Drik - 10
under the title 'why do [ write'.

Before I conclude, I would like to acknowledge the persons and
Institutions who have co-operated either to the original writer or to the
editor of this volume :

The volume is composed by the poet under the ‘writer in residence’
scheme of Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi. I would like to utilize this
opportunity to thank Sahitya Akademi on behalf of the author Dr. Jagannath
Pathak. For the publication of the volume, the sole credit goes to Prof.
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Radhavallabh Tripathi, the vice Chancellor of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan,
who has accepted my proposal to publish the volume under the esteemed
banner of Sansthan. The title SFT=MeGHIGH is well suggested by Dr.
Kishore Nath Jha for which he deserves our special thanks. I will certainly
fail in my duty if I do not thank prof. Ramakanta Shukla who has kindly
agreed to go through the final shape of the work and for suggesting
necessary amendmends wherever required. Last but not the least, [ would
like to thank my research student Shri Manas Sharan Tiwari for helping
me in proof-reading at initial stage.

Before I stop, I would like to express my regard and gratitude to
the poet Dr. Jagannath Pathak for allowing me to edit this volume. I not
only hope but believe that his present anthology of 3t=i-s and few other
metres used occasionall, will prove as a great contribution to the field of
contemporary creative writings. [ pray to the almighty lord SF=& to bestow
the author with a long.. long.... healthy life.

Banamali Biswal
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