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PREFACE

Tae present edition of the RuUrMINIRALYANA is based
on the following manuseripts:

A. The Adyar copy of the Kavya with the
commentary of Balayajhavedesvara.

A', The Adyar copy of the text alone, beginning
from I—38 to IT1—80.

G. The text of the Kivya., belonging to the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.

Our thanks are due to the Curator of the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, for his
kindness in allowing us the use of the manuscript of
that library for collation. The members of the library
staff, Pandits T. V. Venkatarama Sastri, N. Ramanatha
Sastri and T. R. Seshadri Sarma have been assisting
me in the preparation of the text and correction of
proofs.

T. R. CHINTAMANI



FOREWORD
AN ArorocYy ror (CLASSICAL POETRY

Tue Adyar Library has till now published only a few
volumes of religious literature. The Ahirbudhnya
Samhiti, a Paficaritra Agama, and the Samnyaso-
panigsads were published by Dr. F. O. Schrader. Pandit
A. Mahadeva Sastri published four volumes of the minor
Upanisads with a commentary, The Adyar Library
has also published some booklets on phllosopblcal
subjects. |

The book now placed before the World the eplc
poem called Rukminikalyana by Réajacidamani Diksita,
is the first publication from the Library of a.secular
character. In Sanskrit Literature, it is very difficult to
draw a clear line of demarcation between what is purely
religious and what is purely secular. What is usually
termed secular literature has a religious mote running
through it; the aim of both religious and secular litera-
ture is identical—the attainment of perfect bliss; the
difference is not in the aim, but only in the method.
Further religious and philosophical works have a literary
value of a very high order. If we interpret the term
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religion in its widest sense, the present work is as religi-
ous 1n tone as any other work. '

The book deals with the story of the marriage of
Sti Krsna with Rukmini, and is completed in ten cantos.
Only the first two cantos are now published. I owe
to the world a word of explanation for undertaking such
a publication. The book belongs to the school of arti-
ficial poetry in India, a distinct feature in the later
stages of Sanskrit literature. ' It is an epic poem written
in accordance with certain standards, and with certain
set rules. The work will not at all appeal to modern
taste. N |
- A modern mind .is so.much accustomed to rapid
* motion in all aspects of life that it does not have patience
to keep pace with the extremely slow movement ina
classical epic in Sanskrit. - The rigid metre in which the
epics are written is -itself very tiresome’:to a modern
reader. The present work begins with what is called
the Indravajra metre, stanzas of four lines of eleven
syllables each, each line rigidly following a definite order
, of sequence of long and shart as glven be]ow

Occasionally the sfanzas are intercepted by the Upendra-
vajra metre, which may be represented as :

T e T N e —
Sometimes these two metres are mixed together within

the same stanza. It will be noted that pragtically there
is- very little scope for variety in these changes of
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metres, as there is no difference in the two kinds of
metres except that in one the first syllable is long and
in the other it is short. The reader has to plod on
through one hundred and four stanzas before he can
escape from this monotony, through the intervention of
a Sardilavikridita metre, this change in metre being
Introduced to denote the end of the canto. After this
short relief for a moment, the reader is again faced
with the monotony of the Vamsastha metre, a metre
not much different from the metre of the first canto.
The Vamsastha metre may be represented as:

N itotmast Nt ot i Nt g e N v NS wmm—

It will be noted that this is only the Upendravajra,
with a short syllable inserted between the two closing
long syllables. In the second canto there is not even
the occasional shift from one metre into another. The
reader gets a relief only after seventy-two stanzas, the
seventy-third being in the Natkitaka metre, to denote
the close of the canto. To add to this monotony,
there is absolutely no movement in the narration of
the epic. The whole narrative portion in the first
two cantos could be stated in three sentences. The
author begins the actual story of the epic only in the
fifty-fourth stanza. The first fifty-three stanzas are
taken up with salutations to guardian deities, with
adorations to the poet’s forefathers, with homage paid
to earlier poets and with a deseription of the king
under whose patronage he wrote the epic. Even in
the fifty-fourth stanza, the reader can take a breath of
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‘relief when he comes to the actual narration in the
words, “There is a city called Dvarakia,” and so on,
only to be disappointed at the next step when the
author begins his cold, dead, unmoving description of
the city. After stating in the fifty-fourth stanza that
‘there is a. city, the narration is arrested for thirty
stanzas, .in - which the city is described. In the eighty-
fifth stanza comes the statement again that Sri Krsna
lived "in that city. Then comes an apology from the
‘poet- for his impudence in attempting a description of
the Lord Himself. After this apology the narration
continues and it is stated that STl Krsna once visited
his pleasure garden with Déiruka. Thence to the end
-of the canto, it is a description of the garden. Thus
'in the whole of the first canto, the only narrative
‘portion is this: “There was a city called Dvaraka, in
‘which lived the Lord Sti Krsna. Once he visited
the pleasure garden with Daruka.” In the second
. ‘canto there is no narration at all. In the garden Sri
Krsna begins to think of his beloved, Rukmini. The
‘whole canto is taken up with a description of the
mental affliction of Sri Krsna at the thought of his
“beloved. -

The descriptions are unreal to an extreme, full of
fancies, stuffed with conventional notions, the seme idea
‘presented over and over again twisted and bent in
‘varions ways. There is nothing that may be called an
original idea. 'All the ideas are what had been available
for a long time as ready-made articles in the market, eut,
finished and fashioned, the only labour involved for the
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poet being to place the pieces in the proper position
according to directions supplied.. | : ‘

Such in brief is the Judgment which a modern
reader may form of the épic. But in judging a poet,
we must judge him by his own standards and not by
ours. We must take into consideration a large number
of factors. We must not ignore the conditions of the
age in which he lived. The poetry of Shelley and Keats
were objectionable to Matthew Arnold, and a modern
student of English literature seldom enjoys the poetry
of Dryden and Pope. Still Dryden and Pope had their
days, as Shelley is dominating the taste of modern eritics.
What I want to emphasise is that Dryden and Pope
had a genius for poetry which was as free to find ex-
pression in the epic style as the genius of Shelley was to
express itself in lyrics. Free ideas and revolutionary
notions of one age crystallise into orthodox beliefs and
dogmas of a later age. The epic style and the classical
taste were no more an obsession and an impediment, to
the poetic genius in the eighteenth century than the.
lyrical style and the restlessness of the romantic school
were to the nineteenth century. \ )

- We must have some clear notions of shackles and.
freedom. Water forms itself info a vast unmoving sheet
unless there are the two banks between which it can flow-
freely. When the rain sets in fresh volumes of water
flow freely along the dry bed of .the river after every
summer, no matter that the bed was formed previously.
Limitation in-itself is no obstruction to genius. There is
a. clear difference between bondage and limitation, There .
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is obstruction only if it is eircumscribed. A geniug se*os.
its own limitations and other geniuses meet with no
obstructions within the same limitations. Volumes of
water flow through the same bed of the river season after
season until the entire course is changed on account of
some geological convulsions or through some other
causes. It is not right to say that the previous course of
the river was wrong. Similarly geniuses take different
courses in different ages and it is not right to set one
against the other or to try to arrange them in some
regular order of gradation, Each has to be judged by
his own standards, |

In every form of art there must be some sort of
order and arrangement. Wherever there is order and
arrangement, 1t is possible to generalise, to formulate
certain rules and definitions. Art does not transcend
definitions and rules; it is flexible enough to bend to
those rules and forms without squeezing, without mutila-
tion. Just as every new volume of water in the suc-
cessive seasons slightly alters the bank without being
compelled to restrict its course within stone banks, and
‘at the same time without changing the course entirely,
geniuses also can adapt themselves to existing forms,
altering the form only to that extent which is absolutel y
necessary for its freedom.

To say that the spirit of romantic poetry is the
freedom of genius to express itself in any form it likes,
is only to' make a statement of something which is true
of the spirit of all poetry. There may be a difference
in form, but the spirit of "freedom is inherent in all
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forms of poetry. To say that the spirit of classicism
~ lies in subservience to certain fixed canons of poetry is
to ignore certain fundamental facts. In classical poetry,
as also in romantic poetry, certain rules have to be
observed. Such obedience to the rules is involuntary
and unconscious, just as in an orderly State obedience
to Law by the citizens is an inherent factor in the civic
life of the State and not something superimposed upon
the population. The only difference is that in clas-
sicism, the rules have been defined and formulated,
whereas in romanticism, they are only implied and
understood.

If .a modern reader purges his mind of all tempora-
ry obsessions of the superiority of his own age, if he
approaches classical poetry with an impartial mind, in a
sympathetic attitude, he will be able to appreciate clas-
sical poetry at least to the extent of conceding that
1t gave pleasure and enjoyment to the cultured mind
of that day, that it satisfied the eesthetic needs of a
nation that had a very high standard of culture and
refinement. Thus much for classical literature in general,
Coming to Sanskrit literature there is an additional pre-
Judice that stands in the way of a proper and sympathe-
tic understanding. Matters that are recognised as an
adornment to European literature do not get the same
favourable judgment when they are associated with the
Sanskrit literature. I consider here only two points
which I have already raised in this foreword.

«  The long-drawn-out, never ending descriptions seen
in Sanskrit epics, descriptions which are often far astray
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of the context, descriptions which seldom explain the
situation, have been pointed out to as a great blot on
Sanskrit literature. It has been very often complained.
that versification comes from the head and not from
the- heart, that poetic composition is not an expression
of feeling, but is more an intellectual feat consisting of
choice selection and orderly arrangement of ideas learn-
ed -from previous poets, and that the choice of subject
i3 from the very limited field of a few Puranas. Tt is
also complained that Sanskrit poetry is concerned with
things high up in the air and does not tackle the pro-
blems of life. The rigidity and monotony of metre is
another factor that is held forth as an impediment to
true poetic expression. | q T
It will be necessary to write a big volume to explain
the true point of view from which alone oné can have.
a correct and sympathetic understanding of Sanskrit
poetry. All that I can say is that students of European!
classical literature do mnot condemn many of the things-
which are considered as blots in Sanskrit epics, but on
the other hand they praise classical literatire for these:
very things. The long-drawn-out, never ending similes’
i Huropean classics have -very little to do with the’
actual context and seldom make the context clear. The:
context is only an occasion for g long deseription and-
still scholars only praise the similes in classical literature.’
- In Sanskrit also the context is only an occasion and
not the chief thing. The story, the material is subservi-
ent to the ‘poetry woven round the story.  The introduc-
tion into the epic narration of cities, gardens, mountains,

L
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oceans and rivers gives scope for the poet to enter into
a long" description of these objects and these descriptions
form the chief thing in the epic, not the narrative. The
deseription is for its own sake. To say that these des-
criptions are mostly alike is not pointing out a very
-great defect. Objects of beauty may be alike in the
mere framework, but each has an individuality and each
gives a pleasure and enjoyment of a distinctive type.
In Sanskrit poetry there is not a very sharp division
‘between head and heart. All the poets were very great
intellectuals ; all the intellectual giants were very great
poets: also. From the introduction to the present work,
which follows this foreword, it will be seen that the
~author of this work Réjaciiddmani Diksita was himself
a great intellectual genius, who wrote many works on
philosophy. In Sanskrit, works of a purely scientific
nature are in many cases sweet poetry as well, and poetry
.1s nearly always as instructive as a science manual. Life
‘in- ancient India was much more wide in scope than in
the modern age, this age of materialism and rationalism.
To a modern man, the physical body and the emotions
and reasoning faculty constitute life. But in ancient
India there was another factor which was very promi-
nent and that is intuition. There is an element in Indian
‘poetry, which is incomprehensible to a modern mind.
Therefore he calls it things in the air, things that have
nothing to do with life.. There is a vast region in man’s
-life brought to light only through intuition and in a life
where intuition played such a great part, what we now
~¢all ‘our problems of life counted very little and formed
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only a minute fraction of the total of life; and that is
why a modern man does not find problems of life in
Sanskrit poetry but sees only certain incomprehensible
things there. The fact is that the problem of real life
is dealt with in Sansgkrit literature, but the modern
notion of life is an entirely different one, a far
narrower one.

In metre also Sanskrit metres are far more flexible
than the rigid metre of European classical literature.
Within the limitations of the fixed number of syHables
in a line and the rigid sequence of long and short
syllables in the line there is considerable scope for
variety. In Sanskrit one does not feel the never
changing. iambics. The shifting of the ceesura, variety
in the length of the words, long syllable through
‘conjunet consonants varying with long vowels, hard
and soft sounds, all these factors, to say nothing of
the free distribution of longs and shorts in the line,
give ample scope for the variety that is needed. And
one does not feel that there is a limitation at all. If

- one carefully analyses a few stanzas in a Sanskrit epie,
‘one cau see how all these possibilities have been taken
advantage of. European scholars have not discarded
‘Greek poetry on account of their never ending trochaic
and iambic feet offering no scope for variety except a
shift in the position of the cwmsura, and what a large
‘mrﬁetytherre is in Sanskrit in comparison !
1t is true that the Pace in Sanskrit poetry is far
far slower than what it isin European classics. This
simply shows that the region of life comprehended in

-
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Sanskrit poetry is far far wider. The amount of the
total motion in life is a constant factor. If the scope
1s more comprehensive, the motion is slower. If the
region 1s more limited, life moves quicker. In the
modern world the area comprehended within active
conscious life is so small that things have to move
very fast to make the constant total.

~ Big industries and mass production, international
trade and competition, steam and motor arrangements
for traffic, telegraphic and wireless installations, the
~craze of a university student in England eagerly
awaiting the results of a foot-ball mateh in Sydney,
daily-papers coming out in many editions every day
and broad-casting sensational news, cinematographs,
detective novels and lyric poetry—all these things
have created certain rigid standards of taste in modern
life, which make it impossible for a modern man to
see clearly things beyond. Man is too busy to know
‘that he is living within an enclosure of iron bars, and
still he believes that he is the freest of beings.

Sanskrit epics were written at a time when these
conditions did not prevail, when men were living
within an entirely different set of standards and rules.
Then life was wider and more comprehensive and
consequently things moved far more slowly. Man had
more leisure. Man had more patience. There was
better provision for the proper utilisation of the leisure.
Man could and would then linger through the long
descriptions of cities, gardens and the agonies of young

hearts in separation. The epic now presented to the
C
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world for the first time in print was written for g
particular class of people, not for the common people
in the street nor for the modern man. Even now it ig
published for the enjoyment of the select few. If this
class of poetry will not meet with the approval of the
modern age, it will at least present to the modern world
a picture of another kind of life quite different from
ours, a sort of life which co-existed with India’s days
of freedom and glory. Our object in issuing the work
now is only to contribute a little to the picture of life
in India in her days of fame and plenty.

Adyar Lilrary

Dated 22nd April, 1929, | C. Konmay Raia



LIFE AND WORKS OF RAJACUDAMANI
_DIKSITA

Toe sixteenth and seventeenth centuries in the his-
tory of South India witnessed a large number of emi-
nent Sanskrit poets and philosophers. That period was,
to say the least, the golden age of Sanskrit revival in
recent times. Most of the important writers of South
India flourished during this period 1500—1700. The .
names of Appayya Diksita, Nilakantha Diksita, Govinda
Diksita, Yajfianarayana Diksita, Venkatesa Diksita,
Samarapungava Diksita, Srinivasa Diksita, Rajactuda-
mani Diksita, etc., are a few among the most famous.
Volumes would be necessary to record the greatness and
literary accomplishments of each of these writers.
Within the limited compass of this introduction we can
only briefly refer to the salient points in their literary
career. :

Before referring to the works of these writers, a

word has to be said regarding the
Political History

of South India political conditions of the Tondaiman-

dala and Tanjore in theirage. Inthese
places the Niyaka chiefs were then very powerful. Thege
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districts were under the suzerainty of the decaying em-
‘pire of Vijayanagara. Though under the nominal sway
of the central authority at Vijayanagaram, these Nayaka
rulers were practically independent. The period we are
referring to was, from the point of view of political
greatness, one of decline. The last vestiges of Hindu
sovereignty were fast disappearing. The central govern-
ment at Vijayanagaram was given the death-blow at
the battle of Talaikota in 1565.. The governors of the
various provinces in the south were becoming indepen-
dent. The Nayaka Kingdoms at Vellore, Penukonda,
Gingee, Tanjore, and Madura, which arose out of the
ruins of the Vijayanagara Hmpire, were making
themselves feit and they became more or less indepen-
dent. Cinna Bomma in Vellore; Sirappa in Gingee;
Cevvappa and others at Tanjore; and Tirumala
at Madura were the most important. Cinna Bomma
was the patron of the famous Appayya Diksita; Cev-
vappa and others had in their court Govinda Diksita and
others. Sirappa at Gingee had Ratnakheta Srinivisa
Diksita as his protege. The latter and his son after some
time joined the band of scholars in the court of Cev-
vappa and his descendants. Nilakantha Diksita lived
as the minister of Tirumala Nayaka of Madura. Thus
we see that the period between 1500 and 1650 is very
important in the history of Sanskrit scholarship.

We hear of Stirappa Nayaka as the companion of
e o and follower of Sadasivaraya. We
- Sweappa Nayala. ot the following information about
bis pedigree: | B '

~
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Potanayaka= eﬁg&iémbé

1
l

Sdrappa Divakara Bhairava

The exact date of the birth'and death of Sirappa
we do not know at present. But the following facts
give a clue. There are three inscriptions known to us
at present in which we find Sarappa and Sadasiva as
the donors. Ins. 240 of 1904 is dated Saka 1472;
No. 2 of 1905 is dated Saka 1414; No. 391 of 1912 is
dated Saka 1468. In other words we find that there
~ are inscz‘iptions of Strappa dated between a.p. 1492 and
1550. Mr. Rangachariar in his List of South Indian
Inscriptions observes that there is some inconsistency
between the various dates of Sdrappa. But it may be
easily proved that there is no discrepancy. Sirappa
should have lived to a considerable age, probably till
about 1550. He was probably eighty or even eighty-
five about 1550. His age may therefore be fixed
between A.p. 1465 and 1550.

Ratnakheta Srinivasa Diksita was the court-poet
of Surappa. In his Bhéavanapurusottama we find
Srinivasa referring to Sarappa as his patron. In a
manuscript’ of the Bhiavanapurugottama we find the
following verse:

gaaifad Maa usifeafag |
I FafeR gwg s a1l

1 P. 4, Introduction to the Kamalinikalahamsa.
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From this verse we find that the manuscript is
dated A.p. 1588. From the way in which we find the
verse written, there are reasons to think that it
is a composition of the scribe and not of the
author of the work. This does not mean that the
author did not live up to a.n. 1588. He might, or might
not have lived. Now therefore the date of Ratnakheta
Diksita may be fixed between the last quarter of the
fifteenth century and the first half o‘f the sixteenth
Oentury

Tradition goes to say that Cevvappa was of humble
‘parentage and through his own skill
and tact rose to the position of
the King of Tanjore. Govinda Diksita was his master at
Vijayanagaram and when he rose to the position of the
King of Tanjore, he brought with him Govinda and
appointed him minister of the kingdom. The following
is the family table of Cevva,ppa -

‘ Cev‘vappa

Timmanayaka =Vayyamamba
Cinnacevva =Mirtyambika

Acyutabhiipa =Mirtyambika

| Ragh unitha Néya,ka.

Mr. T.S. Kuppusvaml Sastrl in his ““ A Short History

of bhe Tan]c)re Prlnces gives the following dates for
these Nayaks.
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Cevvappa A.D, 1549—1572
Acyutappa A.D. 1572—1614
Raghunatha A.D. 1614;—- ?

The Anandarighava of Rajacidamani Dikgita was written
in the court of Raghunatha Niyaka as stated in the pras-
tavana. QGovinda Diksita continued to be the minister of
all these three Kings.! Rajacidamani Diksita was the
court-poet of the last. The fact that Rajacidamani
has written the biography of Raghunatha called
Raghunathabhiipavijayam is proof sufficient to show
that the" major portion of his literary career synchronises
with the reign of Raghunatha. In his Tantrasikhamani,
Rajaciidamani says:

diIeATeY SHERE §EN AT |
e HFAQ Fval TeaR@HivRL |l

which gives 1559 Saka or 1636 a.p. as the date of
the Tantrasikhamani. The date of Rajaciidamani may
be fixed in the end of the sixteenth century and
beginning of the seventeenth century.
Sufficient ‘information 1is available regarding the
ancestors of Rajaciidamani. The
wa‘::::;?’““ Raja-  following pedigree is given by the
commentator on the Rukmini-

kalyana.

' Vide Govinda Diksita in the Journal of the Andhra
Historical Research Society. ‘ ‘
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Bhavasvamin
'Sri Krsna
Kumara Bhavasvamin
Sri ‘Krlsl,lérya
Bhavasvﬁmin (married Lakgmi)

Ratnakheta Srinivasa Diksita
| I
Kesava Diksita Ardhanarisvara Yajfianarayana

| _ or
Patafijali - Rajacidamani

Kegavadiksiba

l

Ramacandra

Kesavadiksita

[

Yajhiavedesvara

l

- *Kesava

Yajfiavedesvara

|

- Balacandra
Balayajfiavedesvara

The last of these, i.e., Bilayajfiavedesvara is the
commentator on the Rukminiparinaya. He gives
his date as 4934 Kali or a.p. 1838 in the verse,
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&4 Fiegh aY FfEEET: |

Bhavasvamin is styled Bhagyakara by the commen-
tator. We know of two important
Bhavasvamins in literary history.
Bhatta Bhaskara® in his commentary on the Taittiriya-
sarhhita observes :

i Siefaf: @R fafsa: dai wi=paw
I @ STF @ @g AISHLEN T |
FFIIHRTOILT q WA TGATSAT
W~ TR §AEAEd ()

The Bhavasvimi Bhasya referred to here is on the
Yajurveda. But who this Bhavasvimin is has not yet
been settled. Bhatta Bhaskara is older than Sayana
who lived between 1302-1387, but by how many years,
we cannot say.. If we work back the ancestry of
Srinivasa Diksita, the date of Bhavasvamin the author of -
a Bhigya might be guessed as 1200-1300 at the earliest.
If the Bhavasvamin referred to by Bhatta Bhaskara
should be identical with the ancestor of Stinivasa Diksita,
then they should have followed each other in quick
succession — Bhavasvami — Bhatta Bhaskara— Sayana.
But later researches alone should decide this identity
or otherwise. |

Another Bhavasvamin is known to be.the author of the
““ Bodhayanakalpasitravivarana . There are two copies

Bhavasvamin.

'P, 2. Mysore Edition of the Taittivriy(z St?:yhﬂa.

D



xxvi
of this work in the Adyar Library, but they do not
throw much light on this question. Dr. Burnell thinks
that the Bhavasvamin mentioned by Bhatta Bhaskara is
identical with the author of the* Bodhayanakalpasiitra-
vivarana” but, on what authority he says 80, is not clear.
Kumara Bhavasvamin is the grandson of Bhavasvamin
and son of Sri Krsna. He is known
to us as the author of a work
called Advaitacintamani, a manual on
Advaita Vedanta. The work has yet to be discovered.
Kumaéra Bhavasvamin’s son was known as Sri Krsna
and his son in turn was called Bhava-
svamin. He seems to have had the
title Va}z’lmzz(‘,}m-Ghan‘tdma@i. ‘Probably he was a great
Bhagavata. : o ’
Srinivasa Diksita was the son of Bhavasvamin and
| Laksmi. Having studied under one
Kesavayogi, he attained a high
degree of proficiency in almost all the Sastras. He was
a master of six langnages. He wrote with equal facility
works on all the Sastras and had the titles Ratnakheta,
Sa@bhﬁsﬁ&?arqvébhauma, ete. | _
According to Balayajiavedesvara, Srinivisa was the
author of more than a hundred works. "T'he fo}lowing
works are mentioned by name.

Kumara Bhava-
svamin,

Bhavasvamin.

" Srinivasa Diksita.

. Advaitakaustubha.

. Vadataravali.
‘Madhvavidhvarmsana.
Bauddhatantramathana.

B 80 1o 1
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5. Vedantavadavall.
6. Manidarpanam.
7. Samayasarvasvam.
8. -Vidhbinirnayam.

9. Tattvaparisuddhi.

10. [Smrti] Ratnapradipa.

11. Bhévanépurug;ottamaxh.

12. Sitikanthajayam.

13. Sahityasanjivani.

14. Bhavodbhedam

15. Rasarnavam.

16. Other miscellaneous WOI’kb dealing with Pro-
sody, Asbro]ogy, Mantra, Tantra, some Drawdlan Com-
positions, ete.

Of these the followin g on]y ave accessible at present :
Vedantavidavali. This work has recently been recover-
ed by the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.
It has been described thus: ‘

“ A polemical treatise supporting the conclusions of
Advaita Vedanta and refuting the views of Visistadvaita
and Dvaita Schools of philosophy, by Svinivisay a;;van »1
'One of the opening verses runs thus: o

sETE e shfErae ase: |
Figrafei ﬁt’iﬁ\"ﬂ]{ﬂlw e |l
There is therefore no doubt that the author is the
same as the father of Rajacudamani Diksita. And the
work under reference is probably the,same as the Vada-
vali mentioned by Balayajiiavedesvara.
1 Vol. IV, Part 1.0, P. 5712—5713,

L]



XxVili

Bhavanapurusottamam is a drama of the type of
the Prabodhacandrodaya and there is a manuseript of
this work in the Tanjore Sarasvatimahal Palace Library.

A work called Bhaismiparinaya is deposited in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library.! The name of
the author is given as Ratnakheta Srinivasa Makhin. This
work has not been separately mentioned in the above list,

Manidarpanam. A work of the same name has been
printed in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series in the name
of Rajacidamani Diksita; but that should not be con-
founded with this work. Of the rest we have no
information. But an attempt may be made to indicate
the nature of the subject of those works.

Advaitakaustubha. This title has been restored on
the basis of the verse FZAMTERIET: ete., oceurring in
the introductory verses of the commentary. It is not
known at present whether the name of the work differed
from the one suggested above. It ought to have been
a manual of Advaita Vedanta.

Madhvadhvaimsana. As the name indicates, the
work was intended to demolish the doctrines of the Drvaita
school—a work very similar to the Madhvamatavidhvam-
sane of his illustrious contemporary, Appayya Diksita.
A copy of this work is mentioned by Oppert but the
work has not yet been recovered. \

 Bauddhatantramathana. This is perhaps one of the
very few works that were directed against the Buddhists

' No. 12,333 of the Descriptive Catalogue.
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in recent times. The title reminds us of Udayana's
famous work Bauddhadhikkara. ,‘

Vidhimirnaya is very likely a work on Mimamsa,
dealing with the nature and scope of Vedic injunctions.

Ratnapradipa. This should have been a law
digest or Nibandhasmrti. The name might have been
Ratnapradipa or Smrtiratnapradipa.

Sitikanthajaya. Evidently this is a kavya, very
probably in metrical form, the subject of the work being
the exploits of Siva.

Bhavodbheda and Rasdrpava seem to be works on
Natyasastra and literary criticism respectively.

According to Balayajiiavedesvara Ratnakheta wrote
60 kivyasand 18 dramas. The Bhaigsmiparinaya referred
to above should have been one of those 60 kavyas.

Thus, most of the works of such an illustrious writer
—Ratnakheta—are lost or at least not yet discovered.
Like the famous Diksita, of whom he was an elder con-
temporary he wrote more than a hundred* works. He
was more unfortunate than his contemporary. Let us
hope that his other works will be recovered in the near
future.

Ratnakheta had three sons, Kesava and Ardhanari-
svara through the first wife and Raja-
cidamani through the second.* Of
thebe, about Kesava we do not know much. Ardha-

Ardhanarisvara

' Yajilavedes'vara says : Qg Jhdl: |

® Balayajiiavedes'vara, while commenting upon verse 22 of
canto I, says:

T AATERTST FEitad ety 1 P. 31
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narisvara was the teacher of the young Rajacidamani,
He is the author of a work called Ambdstavatika,
Regarding Ardhanarisvara my friend, Mr. R. Krishna-
swami Sastri writes to me in the course of a letter thus :
“Elder brother and teacher of Rajacudamani, he |
(Ardhanarisvara) is the author of swraregafigr. A complete
manuscript of this work exists in my family collection.
1t is a commentary on Ambastava (one of the Paficastavi,
attributed to Kaliddsa and published in the Kavyamala
3rd Guecha). It is an elaborate work bringing - out
various aspects of the higher S77 Vidya cult. It may be
noted that Ratnakheta was a devotee of Sri Vidya . . .
The information regarding the literary works of Ratna-
kheta and his ancestors, given’ in the colophons of the
Ambastava tika tallies with what is mentioned by Bala-
yajiavedesvara in his Tika.” This is the only informa-
tion that we have of Ardhanarisvara. , |
Yajhanarayana, alias Rajacidamani lost his parents
| at an early age and the task of edu-
cating the young boy devolved upon
the brother. Ardhanarisvara took care of the orphan
- and educated him in a manner befitting the high tradi-
tions of his family and very soon Rajacadamani began
to display his literary talents. Early in his sixth year,
- he wrote the Natika, Kamalinikalaharisa, The follow-
ing“:&i;atemanbifound in the Prastavani of that drama

Rajacudamani.

| TRE:—3T R migEg w3 g frgsg SEGUICE
IS £EQ T e e aamiar segmcaaPii qif
P. 4. Kamalinikalahamsa ;
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clearly -shows that the work was writ-ten‘ at the early

age of 6. |
The following works of hls are known at presenb
1. Commentaries on the Upanisads.
2. Yajurvedavyakhya.
3. Prayascittapradipika.
4. Tantrasikhamani.
5. Sankarsamuktavali or Nyayamukt&vah
6. Sastradipikavyakhya.
7. Manidarpanam.
8. Nyayacudamani (Rucidatta Vrtti).
9. Raghavakrsnapandaviyam.
10. Ratnakhetavijayam. S
11. Concluding portion of the Ramayanacampu.
12. Bharatacampu. |
13. Vrttataravali.
14. Sankardcarya Taravall
15. Sankarabh yudayam
16. Karhsadhvamsanam.
17. Kantimatiparinayam.
18.- Kamalinikalaharsa.
19. Citramafijari.
20. Srhgarasarvasvam.
21. Anandaraghavam. |
22. Raghunathabhiipavijayam..
23. Sahityasamrajyam.
24. Kavyadarpanam.
25. Alankaracidamani.
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26. Rukminiparinayam.

27. Ramakatha.

Rajacidamani himself mentions most of these works
in his Kavyadarpana in the following verses:

7 ffes TEEEEEVRRA: |
f%@zn i 39 =rar e |
e foee fafkdr 39 aeafo@mi: |
T GENHUSE] SFHRES! 347 1l
g FrgemrEr aqafegisiasT: |
gofiar SifEae: gEtsasdifesr |l
A MUEE] SAERIE R |
ﬁﬁ?ﬁ@ = s e 3 R |
. APRquEmE A arEgd o |
QITHTE galfeEuedd S99 T: ||
I TFCESEAA ST | }
IYFE ATTIGERISATI
I ARG FAAIEST a9 |
ﬁ!%‘?f R E TG G H@it I
ﬁgﬁ%ﬁéﬁ ?ta e !rﬁaar HT u
zgamw Wtﬂﬂ@mam. H1: |
THGUEIAY: THEanET |
afiar ssaIfyodr a9 dar; F47 |
NERIANCE F154 Ta9 e |l

‘The commentator omits this work but Ragacudamam himself
gives this in his Kavyadarpana,
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FE4 FEad SFFUTERHIT 9t S |
- Iqifzar FafedinssgreganeHl -
SRUEd AW aZh 9 gafEel
Jq sqqFITERISMuErET ik |
a1q ghafaRsa fafear Faesd |
3 st g TAEEg |
FEAEIoAmET gawdT frgst g% 11

Of these 27 works only a few are available at
present. They are: S R
1. Tantrasikhamanpi. A work on Mim@rhsé,,and a
commentary on the Sitras of Jaimini. The work, in its
entirety, has not yet. come to light. The information
available in the extant portion shows that the work
was designed at the request of Venkatesa Diksita, the
son of Govinda Diksita and '\Tagamamba He says:

e nrfa—aq—aaamm:am |
g aaareagedn: |
I mﬁfﬁ@raﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁ@ |

i Hrfzaamiwwwmam W
soife geadaiET a1 e ET |
A T AT AEREROnRET
gREREERRHEEaE FME: |
gemiTiagy ava aeaEmrE

| zﬁﬁ:aaﬁfaafmm
| uﬁg—‘m@ﬁ@w A
gesolg afigaifsaasasd -
gigta wag aeheorehelel Ul
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Flsewhere also we find that Venkatesa Diksita was
his teacher. It is in this work that the author gives
the date of the composition as 1559 Saka or 1636 a. p.

in the verse:

AT THREAES, R AU |
JEMAT: FFIA I5a1 TEEEAEL |

A manuseript of this work is deposited in the Adyar
Library. .
2. S'a.stfra,clzpzkavyakh ya. The name of Cadamani’s
commentary on the Sastradipikda is Karpiravartika.
The author discloses his poetic talent in naming the
work even. The oa,mphor wick alone will brighten the
lamp of Sastra.
- 8. Magidarpanam. This work ought to be dis-
tinguished from the work of the same name attributed
to his father’s authorship by Balayajfia. This work is
based upon the Tattvacintamani of Ganges'opadhyaya
A portion of it is available in print.

4. Yuddhakandacampu. This was intended to form
a supplement to the Ramiyanacampu of Bhoja. It is
familiar to all that Bhoja did not complete his Campu.
It is not known whether he did not live to complete it.
- Anyhow the Yuddhakanda portion was not written and
“;“‘Raga.cudamam 1s -one among the many who wrote that
~portion alone. It was completed within the course
‘of a smgle mght At the outset we find the verse:

ﬁr%amaﬁwﬁzaﬁmwl
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. Two copies of this work are preserved in the
Adyar Library. | :

- 5. Sankarabhyudayam. This deals with the life
and history of Sti Sankaracarya. It has been already
printed in the Sahrdaya. ‘

6. . Kantimatiparinayam or Kantimatikalyapam.
There is a manuscript Kavya of this name in the Adyar
Library but there is no colophon in the work to show
the name of the author. The work itself is incomplete.
It may turn out to be the work of Rajaciidamani.
The opening verse in the Adyar Manuscript runs as
follows : o

ﬁmmm&mma@mgﬁml
3 e Fiaaed sar 91 geaT a=n | ete.

- 7. Kamalinikalahassa. This is a natika and it has
been printed in the Vani Vilas Press.

8. Anandardghava. This is a drama in seven acts
and manuscripts of this work are not wanting. It was
written under the patronage of Raghunatha Nayaka,
the author of works like Parijataharana, Nalabhyudaya,
etc. The Adyar Library possesses a copy of this
work.

9. Kavyadarpana. This is a learned amplification
of the karikas of the Kavyaprakasa of Mammata. It is
‘available in print. _ - o

10. Rukmipiparinaye. This is the work now given
out for the first time.

We have not much information about the rest
of his works, His commentary on the Upanisads is
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‘presumably from the point of view of Advaita: Vedanta
The Prayascitta Pr adzpzlca should have been..intended
to explam the  expiatory - ceremonies relating to
Agnihotra. The Sankarsamulktavall seemns to have been
a commentary on the four chapters called Sankarsakanda.
Phe Nydyacidameni is a commentary -on Rucidatta’s
‘work: on Nyaya. The Ragha,vakfmnapa%damyam should
have been similar to-the Y. adaq;amghawafpmbdamya arrd
other works. Bach of the stanzas should have been
capable of three interpretations applicable to Rama,
Krsna and Dharmaputra.  Ratnakhetavijayam, a biogra-
phy of his father will shed much light, when discovered,
on the unknown works of Ratnakheta Diksita as also on
the political history of South India between 4.p. 1500
and 1600. The Bhdratacampu dealing with the story
of the Mahabhirata, the' Vrttatdravali dealing with
prosody, the Tdardvali, the Kamsadhvamsana kavya, the
Citramafijari and the Spigdrasarvasva, a bhana, the
Ramakatha, another kavya, the Sahityasamrajye and the
Alankamcudamam on hterary cmtlclsm are not yet
recovered. - o

As was remarked at the outset, there was a galaxy
of poets and philosophers in Sonth
Indla durmg the ' period between
‘45, 1500 and 1700, Most of them
were connected with each other either as relations or
students.* The following table gives only those that
were imfnediat;ely conngcted with Rajaclidamani Diksita :

Cant@mmranes
M Ra]acm\ i,

" *"The name suggﬂesfed above is only conjectural, "

-
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Tradition has. it that Appayya was the son-in-law

© . of Ratnakheta Diksita. This need not

i. Appayya Diksita, ~ militate against the fact that Appayya

married from the family of a Vaisnava gentleman for

he had two wives according to tradition. This marriage

of Appayya should have taken place while yet he was

young. The works of Appayya numbered more than
a hundred.!

Govinda Diksita was a Karnataka Brahmana of
Vijayanagar. He became a domi-
cile in Tanjore, having come there
first during the reign of Cevvappa Nayaka. He was
the Minister of Cevvappa and continued to be in office
during the reign of two of his successors. It is Govinda
Diksita that is said to have induced Appayya to write
the famous Parimala. Rajaciidamani refers to Govinda
Diksita in highly eulogistic terms in his Tantra-
sikhamani. Govinda Diksita’s Harivamsasiracarita
extended over thirty cantoes and not three as remarked
by Prof. Heras, S. J. in his © Arav1du Dynasty *of
Vijayanagar ”. (Page 522.) \

He is the son of Govinda Diksita and author of

a kavya called Raghunaz‘hmbhupa-
Bgﬁ.&igimmyam vyayam, and another work called
e Sahityaratnikara. Rijacidamani
refers to the former in his Anandaraghava thus:

ii. Govinda Diksita®,

' For further partmulars about Appayya, refer to the Jowrnal
of Oriental Research, Vol. 1

*There is an excellent article on Govinda Diksita in the
Quarterly Journal of the Andhra Hlstormal Research Society by
Mr. N. K Venkatesan. _
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The Sahityaratnakara has been fully described in
the “ Sources of Vijayanagar History ».!
Venkatesa is -another son of Govinda Diksita.
He was the teacher of Rijacidamani
M;;iﬁz.enkatesa . and Nilakantha Diksita. It was
Venkates'a that induced Rajactidamani
to write thé Tantrasikhimani. He was the author of
Sdhityasamrajyakavya, Sulbamimamsd, a work on
trigonometry, Karmantavartika and Vartikabharana.
The last two works are available in manuseript. The
manuseript  of the Karmantavartika in the Adyar
Library begins: -

o TR aREEY

Sargfa WA mamag#?ml

Raghunatha, the royal f}«oeb was, besides being a
patron of learning, a good writer.

Na‘;‘agafghmtha« His knowledge of music was very
_' great and he is credited with the
discovery of certain new methods of singing. Besides,
he is the author of the works. Parijataharana,

! Vide Sources of Vijayanagara History, pages 269—284. -
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Nalabhyudaya, Valmikicarita, etc. Réajacidamani saysin
the prastavana of the Anandaraghava: .

v tgamm%nfﬁ;ﬂq%ﬁ gesar: TIRk-

‘ X --—etc

- Later on he says that these Workq of Raghunatha
were dramas. The Parijataharana was, according to
Rajacidamani Diksita, composed in one night.” In the
Rukmmlpannaya. he says: ' |

aﬁmﬁmaz(mﬁmﬁtmﬁm F: g | B
aq:i’r q aredﬁaﬁag@r Frageiiar ffgar: gaear 1

Ba]ayaJna.vedes'vara, is the Commentator on the
Balayajmve jes. Rukminiparinaya and it is his com-
vara the Commenta- mentary that is now printed along
bor. " " with the text. The- date of the
composition of the commentary which is called Mauktika-
malika is given by the author thus:
2w a¥ IRwEan: |
AL F AR L
This comes to 4934 of the Kah era or A.D. 1830 Of the
other works, if any, of Balaya]ﬁa, we have no informa-
tion at present. . ‘
- In the brief’ na.rra,tlve set forth above, T have not
referred to a number of other writers who flourished
during the period between 1500—1700, which I should
have liked to. The limits ;of this introduction did not

' Rokmiyikalyaga, '1—52.
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allow of an exhaustive treatment, but I hope to bring out
shortly an account of the writers who flourished in the
south during the sixteenth and seveunteenth centuries.
I cannot conclude without acknowledging my
mdebte&ness m the valuable introductions of T.S. Kuppu-
swami Sastri to his editions of the Kamalinikalahamsa
~and the Sivalilirnava in the Vani Vilas Series. Those
introductions afford much valuable information regarding
Ratnakheta Diksita and Rajacidamani Diksita.
T. R. CBINTAMANI



WBITERS REFERRED TO BY RAJACUPAMANI

*”Kahl*? .
. Bhavabhiiti - CI—11,
. Magha I-12.
Bhéra.m | I"—13. |
. Mayira 1—15
‘f‘i“‘KBndra, LTI 1_16 |

IN THE RUKMINIKALYANA

Vilwiki . I

ot uka ‘ 1-8.
- -9, 10.

11.  Vimana (Anthor of the Parvatl Pari-

12.

13

pays,etc) I—17.
Agasbya (author of Balabharata, ete.) I—18.
laghunatha Nayaka I—eé2
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