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FOREWORD

"~ SRI A. N. SRINIVASARAGHAVA AIYANGAR has desired
~ that I should write a Foreword to his commentary on
- Varahamihira’s Brhajjataka. Ever since he came under
me as a student, like his two brothers before him, my
- esteem and affection for him have grown. His unassum-
ing and shy nature, profound learning, deep religiousness

and austere llfe have made me feel towards him as to
far older men. His present request, coming from one
with his mastery of jyotisz, makes me feel as if the
venerable sages who sat at the feet of Daksinamiirti
had been asked by Him to comment on His upadesa.
My knowledge of his mastery of jyofisea and personal
experience of his ability to apply the principles of the
science, combined with a perusal of some pages of his
very original bhasya on the best known work in Hindu
astrological literature, made me feel that he should
complete the commentary and that the Adyar Library
should publish it. The first part of the work is now
completed, and it covers the ten chapters which are
generally held to contain the most essential part of the
work, and which alone have accordingly been selected
by previous commentators like Rudra for comment.
When the bhasya is completed and the remaining half
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of the work is published, it is bound to take its place
as the best commentary yet written on the best known
work on yyotisa by the greatest dasvajsia in history.

I have heard that when the author was a child a
great astrologer of his village, who had seen his horos-
cope, predicted that he would become a very great
daivajfia and offered to initiate him into the subject.
This was done. The readers of the present work, as
well as those who have had occasion to experience, as
I have had, the remarkable mastery of the science
possessed by the author, will appreciate the prediction
and the scientific basis on which it was made. The
author has been even more fortunate in another respect.
His revered father, Sti Narayanacarya, is known in his
district as a master of catus-sastra (tarka, vyakarana,
mimamsa and vedanta), a man of austere life, a devout
S'tivaisnava and a man of inflexible rectitude. He has
also a mastery of Sanskrit versification, which he has
however devoted to compositions on religious themes
alone. In the bhasya now published, citations from his
works (e.g. Dasavatarama#ijari, Nisthavimarsa) occur
in several places (pp. 3, 117, 127 etc.). Mr. Srinivasa-
raghava Aiyangar makes a feeli%g reference to his
initiation into Savitrz by his father, and a feature of
the bhagya that will distinguish it from other com-
mentaries on jyotisa works, namely its filiation to or
foundation in religion and philosophy, to which I would
refer later, must be traced to the paternal teaching,
example and inspiration. The father, like the son, is
also a good daivajfia, though, neither practiseg _it
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normally. Vidya at its best must be for itself, and
not serve as a source of profit, or be professionalised.
To the ancestral inheritance and training, Mr. Srini-
vasaraghava Aiyangar has added that springing from
a university career as a graduate in Mathematics, in
which he has taken very high distinction. This equip-
ment has come in to strenigthen him in his interpreta-
tion of the mathematical side of jyofisa. His wide
reading of history and philosophy is evidenced by
“his brilliant English Introduction to this volume, which
has made a substantial contribution to our knowledge of
the topics dealt with therein, especially of the still obscure
 nature and origin of the Saka and Vikrama eras, as
well as the nature of Pandavabda and Kali eras.. His
suggestion that the Kollam era, like the Barhaspatya
cycle, is really the Saka era with a few centuries left out
is acute and worthy of further investigation. His con-
clusion that Varzhamihira was a Vaisnava (devotee of
Visnu regarded as the Supreme Being) is fully borne out
not only by his bearing the name of one of Visnu’s incar-
nations (Vara@ha) but by his natural and professional at-
tachment to Visnu as Surya (Sturya Narayana) of which
there is abundant evidence in his writings. The worship
of the Sun was once widespread in India and the Middle
East. Mihira is interpreted in lexicons as the Sun in
his aspect of causing rain by evaporation (mehayats,
secayati, meghajalena bhumim i mihirah). The
famous (or infamous) Hun conqueror Mihirakula bears
. a name suggesting the lineage of the Sun (saryavamsa).
In Aconographical representation, the image of Surya
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is represented with the feet and the legs below the knee
fully covered as by leather stockings. Curiously, in the
only surviving portrait statue of Kanigka, he is repre-
sented in this fashion, as is the standing image of the
Sun in Konarka (Konarak, in Orissa). We have
abundant epigraphic testimony to prove the wide pre-
valence of Sun-worship in North India and on the
N. W. Frontier of Indla. for many centunes before and
after the Christian era.!

Jyotis stands for “ light ”’, and in the highest sense'
for the Supreme Effulgence. In a secondary and later
sense, it has meant the planets, stars and heavenly
bodies generally. Sarkara very pertinently takes Jyotis
to imply first a feature of the Supreme Being and then
Himself. Jyotiga, the term commonly used for Astro-
nomy and Astrology, is thus a form of the philosophy
of the Absolute (Parabrahma). Jyotisa is not a mere
art of vulgar fortune-telling, but a branch of metaphy-
sics. In its help to the determination of the times
suitable for Vedic rites, it has been defined as an adjunct
(anga) of the Veda. Astronomy and astrology are,
regarded from their etymology, identical, though the

! Bhattotpala says that VarZhamihira was a Magadha Brah-
mana. The late Dr. D. R. Bhandarkar, on the assumption that
Mihira was a Persian word, regards him as a Maga (Magian)
Brahmapa. The statement lacks foundation. The general view is
that he belonged to Malwa, like Kahdasa. and the idea is embodied
in the famous verse which makes the “justly famous” (Ehyzto)
Varahamihira, one of the ‘nine gems of Vikramaditya’s court’
(ratnani vai . . . nava Vikramasya). See Indian Antiquary, 1911,
page 19.
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latter has come into some disfavour with the elite as
treating of predictions. Hope and fear are constant in
the human mind, and the desire to know the future is
a common aspiration (or weakness) of the normal man.
Judicial or predictive astrology has thus been a favourite
of the masses. But, it is only, in the proper view, a
manor feature of jyotiga. In the Hindu view, Life is
only a hyphen connecting an indefinable past and an
endless future. The individual soul (@fman) moves
through Time and Space impelled by the force of its
own action (karma) in innumerable forms, mineral,
vegetable and animal, ending with the human, ascend-
ing or descending in the scale of existence. The unborn
child in the womb is regarded in Hindu sastras as
possessing a knowledge of his past, but when the child
is projected outside into the world by the force of a
blast of Vignu's air (a picturesque description of partu-
rition) this memory is lost, or in modern terminology
remains hidden in the sub-conscious. In the vulgar view,
.astrology deals only with predictions of a man’s future,
but the continuity in Time of the past, the present and
future is shown in predictions in Nadigranthas, which
invariably trace the present status and prospects of a
person to incidents and karma in a former birth.
- Brhajjataka begins by a consideration of forms of
birth due to Karma. The determination of future
“forms of birth in accordance with action (karma) in
this life is one of the topics of both Jyotisa and Dharma-
gastra works, in which the topic is described as karmaqg-
vipdha. |
B
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Jyotisa is thus allied to metaphysics. It has a
philosophical background and aim. It embraces all
action and all creation. As a disciplined mind and
body, and a disciplined spirit, are essential to a spiritual
ascent of man, so also the adept in jyotiga, who has to
answer questions (prasna), must possess similar quali-
ties if what he says has to be true. Hasty apswer to
idle questions is not real prasnamarga, as ﬂlppant
remarks cannot become philosophy.

It is this feature which escapes common attention
of even readers of works on jyotisa that comes out
prominently in Bphajjataka, as a basic work on the
science, and is well brought out with remarkable clear-
ness and force in this bh@sya. The propitiation of
planets and the Sun, during periods governed by them,
is only a form of good action, satkarma, meant to
redeem one from the effects of bad action (asatkarma).
It is not mere worship of godlings, but of the Supreme
Being innate in all divinities. Vaisnavas claim that none
should be adored except Visnu as God, and often deride
grahasants or propitiation of planets, or grahapuja or
worship of planetary deities. Mr. Srinivasaraghava
Atyangar, who is steeped in Vaisnavism, and repeated-
ly cites the Gita, Vignupurana, the Bhagavata and.
Vedanta Devika's works and other authorities of a
Vaispava complexion, observes caustically that the
planets embody ' all divinity (sarvadevamaya nava--
grahah p. 111) and that despising other divinities is not
a mark of the true Visnu devotee (na devatantara-
wdvesanam varspavalaksanam, p. 126). He urgeshthat
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various forms of propitiation of Strya should be done
as advised in the work (p. 115). N

Among the many distinctive merits of this com-
mentary bringing out this real aspect of jyotiga is
(to my mind) the most important. For, other systerfrs
of astrology have no affinity to religion or philosophy.
Treated as a materialistic view of the future, of a
deductive or semi-inductive type, astrology suffers from
criticism. 1 know of one writer on astrology of our
days, who proclaims his faith in its infallibility as
expounded by him, while declaring all the time that
he is an agnostic and materialist! The Hindu term
for astrologer, daivajfia, makes such a position impos-
sible for a Hindu jyotisas'@strajfa, because he is a
daivajiia, i.e., one who knows the meaning of divine
acts. While the affinity between Greek and Indian
astrology is clear from the use of many Greek terms
in Hindu treatises, and even Greek names like Helios
[Skt. Heli,] Ares (Arah) and Aphrodite (Asphujit)
for Sturya, Angaraka and S'ukra, not to mention the
inclusion of the Pauliva and Maya (Ptolomey) among
the eighteen purvacaryah (originators) of astrol-
ogy (p. 8), the affinity does not provide a philoso-
phic background to Greek astrology and the Indian
planetary deities are not the same as the Hellenic.
Modern practitioners of astrology in the West draw
upon Indian works and modify what they learn
-from them by empirical methods. Their astonishing
success in predictions, even with such limitations,
cortributes to their influence today in spite of ‘open
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derisions by leaders of society who privately consult
them ! There are recorded and indisputable cases of
remarkable predictions by Hindu astrologers, made
years before they came true, in such works as
Col. Meadows Taylor’s Sfory of My Life and Sir
Walter Lawrence’s The India We Served. As a
failure of a great doctor to diagnose or cure a
disease is no justification for condemning modern
Medicine, so cases of failure of hasty or unlearned
astrologers cannot justify flippant denunciations of
jyotisa.

In this view and as bringing out fully the teach-
ing of the foremost daivajfias of India, Mr. Srinivasa
Raghava Aiyangar’s bhagya will have a wide vogue if
‘translated into modern languages.: \

A remarkable feature of his work is the discovery
and application of a principle in Varahamihira’s works
that has eluded even ancient commentators like Bhat-
totpala, despite Varahamihira’s pointed reference to it
in his own works. He is a master of Sanskrit versifi-

cation and a poet of a very high order. Our com-
~ mentator is justified in his high eulogy of this power of
Varahamihira (p. 66 and p. 441). The sage declares
that: he has chosen metres deliberately for conveying
certain definite ideas. The prolific vocabulary of
‘Sanskrit is similarly laid under coritribution by him
to select words or expressions, the syllables of which, -
by . interprétation as figures on the familiar kata-
- payasamkhya principle, convey important and hidden
meanings. That in the days when knowledgewwas
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transmitted by teacher to pupil orally, after carefully
testing the mental, moral and spiritual equipment of
the pupil, the meaning would have been clear to
pupils, who in turn, will communicate it to their
pupils. When books were rare, entire sciences had
to be condensed in aphoristic or verse form in order
that they may help students, who had had oral explana-
tions of them to recall the teaching easily, using the verse
or aphorism as memoriters. No one has so success-
fully unravelled the hidden teaching of Varahamihira
so successfully as Mr. Srinivasaraghava Aiyangar has
done in this remarkable commentary. The resultis
that many important subjects of Jyotiga like Ududas'a,
Kalacakradas'a, -etc., which most students and trans-
lators of Varahamihira’s works have believed to have
been bye-passed by him, or been unknown to him,
are now shown to have been dealt with by him in this -
work in detail and with thoroughness. This single fea-
ture alone will make Mr. Srinivasaraghava Aiyangar's
commentary a memorable contribution to the literature
of Jyotisa. The principle was known to some
commentators like Govinda Rudra and Kanpas'sa
Panikar (all daivajfias of Kerala, where astrology has
been a hereditary study in many families and castes),
but it was not worked out with fullness and fidelity by
any of them, or for the matter by any one before
- Mr. Srinivasaraghava Aiyangar. This alone will make
his bhasya a memorable contribution to Jyofisa. A
mastery of lucid, elegant and concise Sanskrit prose
- has#made the commentary eminently readable and
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accessible even to those who do not possess a inastery
of the difficult Girvanabhasa.
The study of this commentary will make a student

anxious to see its completion by the same glfted pen.
May the wish be fulfilled soon !

31 Gandhinagar, Adyar, K. V. RANGASWAMI
Madras, 20
20th September, 1951



INTRODUCTION

VARAHAMIHIRA’S name stands foremost among the
astronomers and astrologers of not only India but of
" the world. He wrote at a period when considerable
advance had already been made in both subjects; and
~ their treatment had been fused together. He easily
excelled his predecessors in the range and the depth
of his knowledge and in his intuition which is marvel-
lous. He is conscious of this fact and so has no
~hesitation in claiming at least equality with, if not
superiority, over the ancient sages when he says:

“ fyfeqafeaaant 7 gualki Rawedse |
gafxaafaefafy a1 wis7 AW gfeags: 17"

In a respect, that even a superficial reader might
recognize, he towers over all Indian astrologers; and
- that is in his mastery of Sanskrit versification, combined
with genuine poetical fire, not to speak of grammatical
accuracy, which almost all the astrologers with the
brilliant exception of Varahamihira are lacking in.
"He uses many forms of versification with deftness

'g. g I-4. (In this 9. 4. stands for Brhatsashita, 1. fa, for

Paﬁcaszddhantika al. al. for Horasastra, 9. 4l. for Prasng-
marga, and g, fq, for Suryaszddhanta Y
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and skill. An entire chapter® has been devoted in
Brhatsarhita to exhibit his metrical skill where the
name of the particular form of verse itself is brought out
in each verse. It has usually been supposed that in
breaking from the tradition of writers on technical
subjects of employing only the simplest and the com-
monest form of verse, namely the Anustup, Varzha-
mihira’s aim was merely to display his mastery of
poetical forms. But a poet’s power is not gauged
merely by the number of verse-forms over which he
shows his mastery. The greatness of Valmiki or
Vyasa is not measured by it, nor even of the great
classical poets like Kalidasa. Varahamihira’s purpose
—for he must have had one,—was, as will be seen
later on, quite another. | , ‘

The combination of poetry and science in a single
author is rare; and excellence in both, rarer still.
Varzhamihira combined in himself eminence in both
respects to such an unusual degree that tradition
included him in the nine gems of the court of the
fabulous Vikramaditya.

To be bracketed with the greatest poets is a rare
privilege, never to be dreamt of by an astrologer; and
the fact that Varahamihira was admitted to that pri-
vilege, goes a long way to prove that his poetical
~talent was in no way inferior to that of the greatest
classwal poets. . In fact, the Brhatsarhita, his magnum"
opus, reads like a mahakavya, not to speak of its being
the hxghest authorltatlve work on the subject,

4. €. Chapter 104. (Gocaraphalam)

~
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Though scholars do not question his towering
genius or his boldness in propounding his ideas against
those of his predecessors, they do not consider him
infallible. It is true that Varahamihira did not always
bow down to the dicta of ancient authority. He has
no hesitation in saying that wise men are not to predict
about the occurrence of eclipses by following the
statements of sages like Vrddhagarga.! But when he
raises the objection as to how the birds and hawks
could come back to their nests, against the opinions
of the astronomers who say that it is the earth that
rotates about itself,® his intuition is far from being
reliable. '

It should not be forgotten that Varzhamihira
is not only an independent thinker but also one who
provokes free thinking in others. It is, I think, only
for that purpose that he very often raises objections,
which could be answered only after devoting much
attention and thought on the subject. For example,
he states the correct view as to the causes of the
eclipses and seems to flout the Paurapnic idea of the

1 qgmediare e ggueq awar waf |
¥ = wswrai a4 Rfarafid fofafg: o (g, €05, 17)
qar T 3G —
TEIEFEANT TG T FQ /A
qf 7 TAGIIETT TITYT T WA N
(quoted by Bhattotpala in his commentary on . ¥. 5, 17.)

* gafq yafeada fafaRaar agfea g |
# 34 A 7 greafeagyy: u (9. & 13, 6.)
c |
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eclipses.! But is it possible for a Varahamihira, a
devout Hindu, who got the divine blessing from the

Sun, (@fdgesaawE:) to - disbelieve the causes of the
eclipses stated in the Purapas ? Is the Paur@nic view
really antagonistic to the astronomical view ? Certainly
not. The Puranic view is about the grahas in the
body of a Yogin and Rzhu is only the Kundalini in the

Lyt EsEl AreRaRay SREdEg: |
guguAg: gERFQala gatata v (3. 4. 5, 8)

VarEhamlhlra concludes his explanatlon of the causes of the
eclipses by :

CAGRTHTG R fRemefimu=rd: 1 (3. 4. 5, 13)
But his next line
TR AT : AEEEE: U (3. €. 5, 13)

meamng that a correct nature of scientific reasoning requires that
Rahu should not be the cause, is not clear. Even according to the
astronomical view, as the nodes of the Moon’s orbit, Rahu and
Ketu are the main causes of the eclipse, since the proximity of the
Moon, in conjunction or opposition, to one of the nodes, is the real
cause of the eclipses. So it is not probable. that Vardhamihira
wrote thus. On the other hand the reading found in the Malayalam
edition viz. :

Ug: sRomfeafags: wreagE:

meaning that (though the great Acdryas with divine perception
‘have explained the eclipses thus) the correct nature of science
(which blends the philosophical with the purely astronomical) lays
down Rahu as the cause of the eclipses. If the arguments of
Varahamihira are gone through in this light, it will be clear that .
he has the greatest veneration for the Paurdnic ideas which are
never wrong if properly understood. Hence it can be easily dis-

cerned that he only seems to ﬂout the Paur@nic ideas ; but actually
does not do so,
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Maladhara.! But astronomy deals with the planets of
the external world, which is only analogous to the
internal world in the spiritual body of a Yogin, and
not identical with it. In fact Varghamihira uses this
knowledge in his Horasastra, as will be evident from
my commentary. He wants his readers to think for
themselves and to arrive at the correct solution.

It must be borne in mind that, far from quoting
from every author who professed to have some know-
ledge in the science, Varahamihira takes up for dis-
cussion only the views of the ancient sages who have
arrived at the mature conclusions after long experience
with remarkable insight. Hence it is not his purpose
either to condemn the views or to bring them to
ridicule in the eyes of the readers. Astrology is not
merely a science but a Vedanga too. So the facts
mentioned there need not be purely astronomical. There
are places where the views expressed are purely philo-
sophical and religious, as the philosophy propounded
in the Surya-siddhanta.’ Views which are partly

1 zerqr: FUSHTAE J1 A(01: GAMIA: |
diamgafacgs agl aeafaat aT |
731 fugayr qm; grediearEaqmd: |
8’7 A1 W GAE0 gfgwa |
(FrareRaNafaeg, 4, 46-47.)
*argRa: 9 @ aefa: 99N 93 |
sfsq forsjm: Fea: IEFEARIQSSTT: |
gEgFaIaY At afdteas aqu; |
agioisd gzl arg NAaEsa |
‘qrvenwasd 94 qAEIETY |
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philosophical and partly astronomical, are also found,
as in the case of eclipses. The Saptarsicara’, which
baffles the modern astronomers deals with the pre-
cession of the equinoxes not in a purely astronomical
way, but in a quasi-philosophic way. So it cannot be
“doubted, even for a moment, that any of these views is
to be rejected as faulty. On the other hand, each
view expressed by the venerable sages will be found
true at one time or other, either philosophically or
astronomically. So it is clear that the motive of
Varghamihira is only to provoke independent thinking
in his readers, so that, they may for themselves choose
the particular view, demanded by the occasion.

Again in Horasastra, he says that mention is made
of yogas like Vajra and Yava, as they are found in the
works of the ancient sages. But, he asks how could
Mercury and Venus occupy the fourth house from the
Sun?’ Is it really impossible? It is true that Mercury
and Venus cannot occupy the fourth rasi from the
Sun, but can they not occupy the fourth Bhava from
the Sun? In the high latitudes, it is quite possible.
Varahamihira was not ignorant of it, as the difference
between the Bhava and Rayi is not a new discovery.

Ffgg: S99 Sq/WIYF: qaras:
ferogaral wmame sevefy aa
kel Eifiaaard SaEr g 998 |
(g. fa. ymarsay 12 to 15.)
14, §. Chapter XIII.
2 qRURAIGART 93T FHIRZY: F4AT: |
wgd wa% gutefa} waa: sa 0 (. . 12.6.)
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But in the view of Varghamihira the distinction does
not exist for Bharata Varsa. Moreover, who can say
for certain that the orbits of Mercury and Venus will
not come nearer that of the earth, and thereby the
thing made possible. It is only to hint at such a
possibility also, that the word sys (denoting 71) is
used to signify the Manvantara consisting of 71 Maha-
yugas which are capable of bringing about marvellous
changes. g SR

In the same way, his objection regarding the
rotation of the earth is to be interpreted. The subtle
earth in the spiritual body of a Yogin is statignery
at the Muladhara, about which the subtle grahas and
naksatras revolve. Varahamihira wants his readers
to bear in mind that this essential truth of Hinduism
should not be sacrificed for the sake of knowledge
pertaining to this illusory material world. However,
he wants them to think and arrive at the answer, given
by modern Astronomy, to explain how the birds and
hawks could get back to their nests in the rotating
earth. It should be borne in mind that Varahamihira
wrote only for highly intellectual people as is evident
from

‘qgfaal Qusegad’’

In this connection, the attention of scholars
is drawn to the fact, that, in interpreting Varahamihira,
the commentary of Bhattotpala is the least reliable.

1@. i“‘. Ih 20’
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Not only is he incapable of diving beneath the literal
interpretation of the words, but also he extends his
commentary to interpolated verses and chapters, not
to speak of his readings which are sometimes wrong,
though he was the earliest of the commentators on
Varahamihira’s works. Varahamihira himself assures
us that his Brhatsamhita consists of 100 chapters; but
Utpala has given us a commentary on 106 chapters.
It is to be regretted that Bphatsashita has no better
commentary than that of Bhattotpala, who no doubt,
ought to have been very efficient, as an astrologer. If
Varahamihira can be understood properly, I have no
doubt that he will be found to be without any flaw.
Among the works of Varahamibira, the Horasastra,
popularly known as the Brhajjataka, has been the
most popular and widely used. Indian astronomy has
three traditional divisions—Ganita, Samhita and Hor3.
Varahmihira professed to treat the last two in the
Brhatsamhita and Brhajjataka ; but he incidentally
brought in the necessary amount of gansta into the books.
His Paficasiddhanta, which is more directly mathemati-
cal, is both critical and constructive. It may be regarded
as designed to establish his adhikara (authority) to
add a new exposition to a science to which sages have
made their contribution. The Bphatsamhita and the
Brhajjataka are more expository than critical. Their
aim is to expound and not to review the knowledge-
that had accumulated. They are redeemed not only.
by their convenient size and comprehensive range but
also by their remarkable compactness. He who mdstersi*“”
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the two works needs no other work to equip himself
for a command of both (Sarhhita and Hora).

Brhajjataka, as its name implies, claims, like
Brhatsamhita, to mark a great advance in volume, as
well as quality, over earlier treatises on Sarhhita and
Hora. Hora is usually divided into jataka, prasna,
muhiirta and nimitta. While the aim implicit in its
title makes the first of the four divisions the sole
subject of the Brhajjataka, it will be found that it
contains much usefu] matter on the other three divisions
also. Hence it is also known as Horas'astra, as named
by the celebrated author.

In an age, in which valuable knowledge was con-
served and transmitted with care, on the ground that,
if imparted to unworthy men science will either perish
through their mental incapacity or be misused by
their lack of moral elevation, the omly safe form
of instruction was oral. A book held a subordinate
position in teaching and in the diffusion of know-
ledge. An inspired teacher would count his disciples
by the hundred and each of them wielded in his turn
an influence equally wide.  The ideas of a great |
teacher will be broadcast by his school, through the
ages with an effectiveness which no book could excel.
We see today, and have seen for over a century, the
calamitous effects of the passing of the command of
scientific knowledge into the haunds of unscrupulous
men. Science has descended to be the handmaid of
cruelty and destruction. The simplification of scientific
@wla&dge in a form that would make it so easy ‘that
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he who runs may read” and its exposition in book
form, puts a premium on such knowledge, strengthen-
ing the hands of those who act against the interests of
humanity, Not so, with knowledge carefully safe-
guarded, like a secret lore, against the profanation of
inept or vicious study. The Indian guru selected his
disciple after years of exacting trial ; and even when he
discharged the duty imposed on him to impart to his
disciples all that he knew, he did so orally. If the
founder of a school wrote a book, he protected it from
misuse by making its full comprehension possible only
to the few pupils to whom its contents had been orally
propounded by the preceptor. Sometimes a great
teacher looked ahead to an influence which would last
beyond his pupils. Then he composed a book in which
much meaning would be hidden that could be revealed
only by a commentary furnishing the key to authentic
traditional interpretation.

It is the aim of Indian Commentators to convey
this knowledge. But a time comes when the composi-
tion of a commentary on a classic comes to be regarded
as a passport to academic distinction, much as a
doctoral thesis is today. The new type of commentator
may have glimmerings of traditional interpretation,
but he does not always possess it.

Hence it is no wonder that Bphajjataka, the
masterpiece of the great Varahamihira, has been comi-
mented upon over and over again. Of these very few
seem to have any insight into the inner meaning
of the stanzas. Among the ordinary commehtaries
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Bhattotpala’s stands foremost. He has interpreted evetiy
stanza literally and has given the name of each verse
form, though sometimes wrongly, but always completely
ignorant of the actual role of the verse form in the
great work. Among the few commentaries which
attempt a more serious interpretation, those of Govinda
Somayaji and Rudra deserve special mention. Thus
these three are the most popular. But Bhattotpala’s
great reputation is built almost entirely upon his
generous quotations from previous writers. So the
value of his commentary is more historical than
scientific. Probably it is also the earliest. But his
insight into the original is far inferior to those of the
“other two. The difference between him and Govinda
Somayaji might be explained by the analagous
difference that exists among the Smrti commenta-
tors between an Apararka and a Vijfianes'vara. The
weakness of Bhattotpala is that he does not dive
beneath the word (Sabda) of the original and has
no perception of the hidden import of content and
form. ‘ |

Govinda’s commentary deals only with the first
ten chapters of the Brhajjataka and is therefore known
as Dasadhyayi. But it cannot be regarded as a torso
because, according to him, Varzhamihira himself com-
pleted all that he wished to say, all that was relevant,
in these ten chapters. Moreover, he has commented
on what he considered as important s'lokas occurring
in the later chapters, within the ten chapters. In

what* high esteem Brhajjataka and its commentary
D
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Das'adyays are held can be understood from the words
of the author of Prasnamarga namely:

“ i et

AreTfaEafy dafa: e |
Fouftagraaiy wgada g

J97 quig wEdt wadE | ||
ARG aReATEA sareAEt Braat ;|
3939 fdin senRgfiesar |
gaTeArEal faANe 5 A9 FA afy
goH: wEfgtafgat = qu a9 ||
w21 A FEARR FemdEiEsfy |
g=Tdq qEEed WU @ g4 e )’

Rudra’s Vivarapa is superior even to Das'adhyays.
He is able to see an inner meaning which even the
author of the Dasadhyay: missed. He alone, of the
three seems to have derived the maximum benefit from
traditional interpretation.’ In spite of the description
implicit in its title, the great Jataka, the Hora, to give
its real name is an extraordinarily compact work. In
384 verses Varzhamihira has compressed in this classic
the entire science of the Jataka. Its popularity is due to

g, a1 1. 29-32.

* Rudra has copiously copied -from Dasa@dhyayz and in fact he*
owes much to that work. There is a Malayalam Commentary in
the form of conversation between a teacher and a pupil dealing with
only 1mportant verses by Kanas'¥a Panicker, This excels the
commentaries of both, :
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that. Any one can get by heart the whole of the Brhaj-
jataka in a few weeks, even if he has only a glimmering
of an understanding of its content. He who quotes
Varahamihira and has the s'lokas of Varahamihira at
his finger’s ends can always pass for a Daivajfia. |
Varghamihira’s purpose was different. Compact-
ness he aimed at. - If roads have stones every ten feet
to mark distance, their value is little to the traveller.
Milestones are spaced well apart. A ¢loka marks a
milestone in the exposition of a Sastra. He who
advances through the Horasastra has apparently tra-
versed only a distance covered by 384 of these marks.
| It will be interesting to note how Varzhamihira
arrived at the number 384. He has given the points
relating to the twelve Zodiacal signs alone by 20 slokas
in the first chaper and the planets by 19 ¢lokas in the
second chapter. Consequently, the science of Astrology
which is a combination of both is given by (20 % 19 or)
380 slokas in 25 chapters. Thus the number of verses
may be given as 380. In the 26th chapter the contents
are given in 3 ¢lokas and thus the number of verses
comes to 383 which is indicated by the word sge (383)
in the second gloka of the first chapter. Another sloka
in praise of the sun is added at the end, which makes
the total number 384, which is indicated by Varzha-
mihira by the word wigeg (w=12, g=q=32, ¥g=q=12x 32 =
384) in the tenth verse in the seventh chapter. The
last gloka which does not solely belong to Horag’astra,
if included, makes the number 385. Thus the number
of vérses can be considered as 380, 383, 384 or 385,
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The very first verse in Sardulavikridita metre of
Sardula (mg@=385) as the author calls it, may be said
to indicate 385.! Though I also concur with the view,
the last verse, according to me, is a different one as
will be seen later.

Curiously, for so short a treatise, the number of
verse forms used is unusually large. Why were they
so used? The chapter relating to Gocaraphala
(ch, 104) in Brhatsamhita gives the clue to find the
hidden treasure. Varahamihira has a device peculiarly
his own. The verse form is a pointer to some inner
meaning. To give an example, whenever he gives us
the Pus'pitagra there is a rdjayoga concealed in the
sloka. This aspect was practically overlooked by all the
commentators. I was fortunate in making an approach
to the study of the Hora in the light of this principle
~and my interpretation, as attempted in the present
commentary, is the result.

My attention to the secret so carefully hidden, was
drawn by the study of the Ramayana. It iswell known
that in the horoscope of S'ri Ramacandra as given in
the Ramayapa which the divine Valmiki composed
under the direct inspiration of the Creator so as to
disclose the past, present and the future, exactly as
they occurred, there is an astronomical puzzle. The
hero is described as born when there was a conjunc-
tion of Navami and Punarvasu in the Caitra month with

"1 am indebted to Sri K. Subramania Iyer, B.A., L..T. (Re-

tired Headmaster, Travancore Educational Setvice) for this infor-
mation. | o
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five grahas in exaltation. Caitra month precludes the
possibility of Budha being in exaltation and Punarvasu
the possibility of Candra being in exaltation. Hence
it is certain that the Sun was in exaltation. But the
combination of Navami and Punarvasu necessitates
the position of the Sun within 28° of Pisces. Thus
the combination of Punarvasu and Navami with five
planets in exaltation is a mathematical impossibility.
Scholars cut the gordian knot by suggesting that
Valmiki tripped here.! It is incredible that he who
gave so elaborate a horoscope should have aimed only
at a publication of his ignorance of astronomy. To
suggest that the divine Valmiki, writing under inspira-
tion, could do so is an outrage on Indian belief as
well as a libel on the eminence of the author of the
Adikavya.. There are others who try to get over this
difficulty by interpreting Valmiki’'s “‘eqigeedy u=g ”’
as ‘five grahas in own house and exaltation’. Thus
it means that four grahas Kuja, Guru, Sukra and
S'ani were in exaltation and the Moon was in his
own house. Though this difficulty is overcome by
this interpretation, a more serious one crops up. It
should not be forgotten that Sri Rama was a divine

' As will be explained subsequently, the Vyavaharika reckon-
ing of time begins with the name of the year belonging to cycle
of sixty years. The horoscopes of all individuals are written only
beginning with that. So the conspicuous absence of the name
of the year in the horoscopes in the sacred books will convince
one that they are Paramarthika ones and have to be interpreted
differently. But that is no reason why such a glaring mistake
should be committed.
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incarnation and as such requires the exaltation of
five grahas.

Acting on these hypotheses, I tried to probe the
related sloka in the Brhajjataka and struck upon the
solution. Ucca, Svocca and Paramocca are different
though allied. The Svocca of the Sun begins at the
28th degree of Minam. My further studies were
stimulated by this discovery and in the course of my
reading the vast literature of Jyotisa, I recognised
nothing that was irrelevant and whose presence could
not be traced and found hiddern in the Brhajjataka.
The purpose of the commentary, now presented, is
chiefly to submit interpretations based upon this study.

In an introduction to Brhajjataka, it is natural to
expect a detailed information about VarzZhamihira, but
thanks to scholars, there is already an extensive literature
dealing with Varahamihira ; and so it is not my purpose
to repeat what my predecessors have already written.
However as there are certain points with regard tohim re-
quiring a clearer elucidation, I shall deal with them now.

- Though it has been settled beyond doubt that
Varghamihira flourished in the first half of the sixth
century A.D., there are still some who wish to place him
earlier. So it is desirable to consider the main
arguments on both sides. |

1. Varahamihira has referred to Saka 427 for
ahargana in his Paficasiddhantatika.' As Saka 427

1 quifiAteEE TREERIET STgE |
satfeaR qff qaaqR} Steafkaard v (o fa. L 8)



XXX1

corresponds to 505 A.D., Varghamihira could have
flourished only about that time. ,

2. In his Brhatsamhita Varahamihira has
drawn our attention to the fact that Solstitial points
were in Makara (Capricorn) and Kataka (Cancer)
during his time while they were at the asterisms
Dhznistha and Aslesa.! So it is evident that at the
time of Varahamihira the First Point of Aries was at
the . beginning of the asterism Asvini. Modern
astronomy has shown that the rate of Precession of
.the equinoctial and solstitial points is about 50.29 per
annum and as they have now preceded by about 23°
the First point of Aries ought to have been at the
‘beginning of the asterism A¢vini at the beginning of
the sixth century. This also proves that the date of
VarZhamihira can be fixed only in the first half of the
sixth century.

- 3. Varahamihira has made various references to
the great Astronomer Aryabhata as for example in his
reference to the contradictory statements regarding the
beginning of a solar day.® It is evident from this that
Varghamihira was either a contemporary of Aryabhata
or he flourished later. Aryabhata has stated that
he was aged 23 years when 3600 years were over in

Y srReratefaogeeaad Aafagrerg |
9 FRFAEIAG qEAEy |
qreaangs afag: FEFE FAfEaEEI |
swNEr FEh: saardeoisate: o (g § 11,1 & 2.)
- ageusgay Rasafh stg aEee: |
v¥: 8 U1 AEigaRsag sy (@ f 15, 20)
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Kali' which means that Aryabhata was born in
475-476 A.D. Consequently Varahamihira could not be
placed earlier.

Now let us consider the arguments on the other
side. In his reference to 427 Saka Varahamihira has
not definitely stated that the S'aka referred to is Sali-
vahana Saka. Moreover in the sloka under reference
it is stated that the Caitra Sukla of 428 S'aka com-
menced on a Wednesday. But simple astronomy tells
us that the Caitra Sukla of 428 S'aka did not com-
mence on a Wednesday but on a Monday. But to
surmount this difficulty scholars substitute gm for
@iw. This is an unwarranted vandalism and so can

not be accepted.

~ Moreover, Varahamihira himself has referred to
another S'aka which commenced in 2527 Kali (579 B.c.)
in his Brhatsamhita! In the light of this, as Varaha-
mihira has not definitely stated that he meant
Salivahana Saka, 427 Saka can mean only 152 B.C.
‘(and not 505 A.D.) when probably the precession of the
equinoxes was understood for the first time by the
Yavanas, who consequently made this an epoch
making year.?

1 qggsarat afdgar sydaraas guarer: |

saf fFmfateateade an seaisdtar: u
(Mrandg—nr@fEaTag—10)
* sred a=rg g9 arafi gt gRRR et
vefzwmEiEga: awF@eas ugs | (3. €. 13. 3)
* Hipparchus, the greatest of Greek astronomers, observed in
Rhodes from 160 B.C. He invented trigonometry, discovered the
precession of the equinoxes (Nelson’s En_cyclopaedia,——-—Hippgrchus)?
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Bhattotpala, who has commented on the sloka
“ gAY §19:,”7 has not referred to any other S'aka.
So it is reasonable to take 888 S'aka, ! mentioned by him
in the colophon to his commentary on the Brhajjataka,
as the date of completion of the work as 310 A.D. in
which case it will be absurd to fix the sixtk century as
the date of Varahamihira. As a citizen of Avanti
Varahamihira might have used Vikrama S'aka. There
is no tangible reason for his preferring Salivahana
Saka to the S'aka mentioned by him or the S'aka of
his native place.

Secondly, though Varahamihira has admitted that
during his time the Ayana calculation was from the
beginning of Makara and Kataka, he need not have
actually meant that the solstitial points were there.
It is true that astromomical observations for the past
2000 years have shown that the equinoctial and solsti-
tial points precede every year by about 50. But it is
premature to conclude from this that they should do
so for ever and complete the cycle in about 25000 years
It is quite possible that that the motion of the First
Point of Aries is oscillatory about a point which itself
has a backward motion. At least the Hindu astronom-
ers thought so, rightly or wrongly. Thousands of
years should elapse before this is verified. Though
at first sight Varghamihira’s sloka makes one think
that the first point of Aries was at the beginning
of the asterism As'vinl.- during his time, his next
g'loka

1 aeaerefid ¥ £39 AIRkEAT |
E
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« rgreq qeLAs] fafraal gffd @D aran |
R BRI S

combined with the sloka of Garga (quoted by Bhattot-
pala in his commentary on gEcgfan chapter 3, verse 3)

- g1 fadasaTEY gfqsTgEuAo |
s gfvsamragr fawr-aggag |’

makes us conclude that during the time of Var@ha-
mihira the beginning of Makara was (as it is now) the
standard solstitial point, its precession producing evil
effects and its progression or natural position producing
beneficial results; while during the time of Garga, the
beginning of Sravana was the standard solstitial point,
its precession producing evil effects and its progression
or natural position producing beneficial results.” The
apparent contradiction between Varahamihira and
Garga can be explained only by assuming the beginning
of Makara and asterism Sravana to be the standard
solstitial points for two different yugas or epochs.

1a. 4. ch. iii, sl. 4.
The effect of Sun turning from and after Makara and Kataka
is given by
setgAadl sUga: JATEIIEHC |
sgfiegand fanimasgsaig: | |
(i. d. ch. iii, sl. 5.)
*It is evident from this that Varghamihira does not support-
the Sayana System according to which the solstitial points are
always the beginning of Makara and Kataka and so there is no

mganing in predicting anything from the solstitial points going
ahead or behind.
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Before finally deciding the date of Varzhamihira
it would be desirable to know what the Saka Era is as
it plays such an important role in the History of
India in general, and in fixing the date of the author of
the Horas'astra in particular.

The Saka Era is one of the most knotty points
in the history of India. Western scholars consider it
settled beyond doubt that the Saka Era commenced
in 78 A.n. There is no doubt that a certain S'aka did
commence in 78 A.D. but not the Saka Era. It is
difficult to understand why all internal evidences are
overlooked and foreign ones sought for constructing
the history of India. If historical researches are con-
ducted with the sacred books of the Hindus, should
not the definitions given of the Sakas there be taken
into account instead of being brushed aside as mere
nonsense to establish a preconceived theory that the
Sakas of the Sacred books are identical with Indo-
Scythians who were also known by that name, just as
India is known as Bharata Varsa though it is not identi-
cal with the sacred Bharata Varsa of the sacred books ?*

Nobody can gainsay that a knowledge of astronomy
is essential to a research scholar in history, because
very often astronomical data come in as evidence. In
the same way, if history is to be constructed from the
sacred books which are more philosophical and religious
than historical or geographical, a true understanding
of the Puranas is highly essential.

! Refer to my article ‘ The Putanic Bharata Varsa’ in Adyar
Library Bulletin, Vol, XIII. Part 3, pages 151 to 158,
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The main internal evidence is supplied by the
Samkalpa of the Hindus. It runs thus:

“ 11 AT FtaqTR HAqaEsey da@ansaray AET-
fiafad sfegd 9@ ) SgEY aRa wWaER A
gfm qf gwed afmada saEEIRE  gwaEial gEa:
daeqqon A€y L L. . 73

- In this it should be noted that the time is given
first, and then the place beginning with Jambiudvipa ;
again, there is reference to time beginning with S'akabda,
which word is followed by the word ‘sgEgifE ’.  If the
Sarhkalpa were to be continued one can find the mention
of exact time e.g.:

favaad gfgomam afsRat REA@ (or HEATAR) YFIR
g galRdt PEEEwE WA . . . .

This is followed by the mention of the actual place
of performance of Karma. Why should the time and
place be given in two sections ? Why should they be
separated by the words ‘sgragiR®’. Hence is it not
reasonable to suppose that the time and place men-
tioned in the beginning are Paramarthika while those
mentioned later are Vyavaharika ? The word Sakabda
~ does not occur with the Paramarthika time, but at the .

! 1t means ‘ Now in the Brahma’s second Parardha, Sri Sveéta-
vardha Kalpa, Vaivasvata Manvantara, 28th Cycle, Kaliyuga, first
quarter, in Jambu dvipa, Bharata Varga, Bharata Khanda, on the
Southern (right) side of Meru, in the present S'akabda, according
to Vyavahdra among the Cycle of sixty years.’
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sathe time, it occurs before the word sgragifiF. So
should it not denote the semi-Paramarthika and semi-
Vyavaharika time ? In fact the S'aka is the connecting
link between the spiritual (mtmﬁqi) and the material
(sg@gifs) and the line of intersection of the spiritual
and the material planes.

The main defect of the highly scientific modern
research scholars-in history is their assumption that
the portions which baffle them are later interpolations,
though the sacred books are, unfortunately, not free
from them. At times they go even to the extent of
changing the readings to suit their preconceived theories.!
But for this they could have long ago taken up the
right track and understood what S'aka actually means.
Sri Ramayana says that the Yavanas are so called
because they were created from Yoni (womb)

' For example in the Syti Bhagavata the interval of time be-
tween the birth of Pariksit and the crowning of Nanda is given by
“ ARET AAAl S JERERIATTA |
qagees g a9 amgaaeg 0 (X11, 2, 26)

‘'which gives 1115 years. Owing to difference in readings viz.,
‘{9 qEHIT’, ‘T 9=WE@IAWT’, ¢ A 9FIFAW ), it may come
to 1015, 1050 or 1150. But this will not suit the purpose of the
historians. So they change this and similar passages in other
purdnas into ‘ ¥ 9=EANTEL . But in the Purdna it is clearly stated
that the seven sages were in Magha during the reign of Yudhigthira
and in Purvagadha when Nanda was crowned. As the sages move

through one asterism in a century the interval can not be more
than 1100 years.

¢ ggr aarear greafeq qataret qgda: |
aar ARARagAY Hfeafs afsafy | (S Bhagavata, X11, 2, 32)
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by the Kamadhenu and the Sakas got their name
because they were created from 3@z (Anus). We are
assured that the Mlecchas were created from the roots
of the hairs.'! The Yonidesa and Sakrddesa not only
denote spiritual connection being very near Miuladhara,
but also their purifying nature, not being an object
of enjoyment (WF) since cowdung and urine only
purify and are not food. So S'akas are those that are
attempting the purification of their body and have not be-
come Yogis being only near Muladhara. They try to
to purify themselves by gradually getting rid of the
material vasanas. The Mlecchas, who were created
from the roots of hairs, denote only Punyakarmas
being far away from Karmayoga, as signified by the
word 753 or those with &M (low) =7 (desires) re-
ferring to all sorts of virtuous enjoyment in this mate-
rial world. It must be remembered that even Mlecchas,
like all the apparent villains mentioned in the sacred
books, belong at the worst only to Punyakarma and
do not come into the sphere of Papakarmas, and so can-
not be identified with the bad people that we know,
The sacred books have nothing to do with any thing
below the rank of Punyakarmas, which are low.relative
to Karma Yoga. Soitis evident that Sakabda is semi-
spiritual and semi-material (pertaining only to Punya-
karmas) and its presence in the Samkala is quite proper.
So S'aka now means nothing other than a ‘ Spiritual Era’.
1 Nfkare qaar: AFIASF: T340 )

i}qaﬁg =+ Fdar afFraE!: |
e 4 (Ramayana, Balakapda, 55-3)
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Tradition recognises six kings of the Kali age as
the founders of S'akas or Spiritual eras. They are
Yudhisthira, Vikramaditya, Salivahana, Vijayabhi-
nanda, Nagarjuna, and Kalki. Of these the first three
are in existence and the others are yet to begin.

Of these different S'akabdas, that of Yudhisthira is
the earliest. It is generally believed to have commen-
ced a year prior to the Kaliyuga, which, according to the
ancient astronomical works commenced on the third of
Solar Caitra (Mesa) in the year 3102 B.c. The second,
viz., that of Vikramaditya, is reckoned from the Caitra
month in certain parts of India, and from the month of
Kartika in some other parts of India in 59 B.c. The.
third is the Salivahana Sakabda which commenced
from Caitra in 78 A.D. The other three are yet to come
and hence we have nothing to do with them.

It has been stated in the Hindu Pur@nas that
Brahma, the creator of the world has a hundred years
to live according to his reckoning of time, and his day
correspouds to one Kalpa. He has his night of the
same duration, during which time the three worlds
cease to exist. This Kalpa comsisting of 1,000 cycles
or Mahayugas is distributed among 14 Manus or rulers
in succession. Each Mahayuga consists of four yugas
viz., the Krta with 432 % 10® X 4 years, the Treta with
432 x 10® x 3 years, the Dvapara with432 x 10® x 2 years,
and Kali with 432 x 10® years. Thus there are 432 x 10*
years in each Mahayuga, and a Kalpa is equivalent to
432 % 10" years. The period of each Manu is known
as a Manvantara and, according to the Puranas, this is
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the Kaliyuga of the 28th cycle of the Manvantara of Vai-
vasvata (the seventh Manu) in the S'vetavariha Kalpa.

The exact time of the commencement of each
Manvantara and each Yuga is given in the sacred
books. Krtayuga commenced on a Kartika Sukla
Navami day with the asterism Sravapa and Vrddhi
yoga in the first yama. Tretayuga commenced
on a Vaisakha S'ukla Trtiya day with Rohini and
Sobhanayoga in the second yama on a Monday.
Dvaparayuga commenced on a Magha Krspa new
moon day with Sravistha and Variyan yoga on a
Friday. Lastly, Kaliyuga commenced on a Bhadra-
pada Krsna Trayodas1 day with Krttika and Vyatipata
yoga on a Sunday at midnight. Of these the com-
mencement of the first three, whether true or not, could
not puzzle the astronomers, while the data given for
the commencement of the Kaliyuga are absurd. If we
assume that Kaliyuga commenced on a Bhadrapada
Krsna Trayodasi it is impossible to have the asterism
Krttika or the yoga vyatipata. But in every Paficanga
we can see Kaliyugadi marked against the Bhadrapada
Krspa Trayodasi day. On the other hand, we gather
from the method given for calculating the Kali days
that Kaliyuga commenced on the 3rd Mesa at about
8.30 a.m. at the end of new moon. Thus the 1st of
Mesa in that year fell on a Krspa Trayodas'i day, and
hence Kali may be said to have commenced on Caitra
Krsna Trayodasi day corresponding to the solar year.
Combining these two, there is reason to believe that
two eras were established or rather conceived, one
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in the month of Bhadrapada on a Sunday with Krittika
at midnight, and another on 1st Caitra Krsna Trayo-
dagi day. As the two eras had only an interval of about
eight months, a confusion seems to have arisen and the
two sets of data were combined and given to mark the
beginning of Kali. It will be shown subsequently how
the two eras were fused into one.

Scientifically, a year begins with the month of
solar Caitra. This combined with the belief that S'ri
- Rama was born in the month of Caitra is responsible
for beginning the year in the month of Caitra. Assum-
ing for the present that the Mahabharata is historical,
or at least has a historical background, it is easy to
guess at which point of time Yudhisthira will begin
‘his S'akabda. Yudhisthira knew that S'ri Krsna was
the Paramatman whose grace alone brought him victory
in the Great War, and He blessed this world with His
holy feet on a STavana Krspastami day with the
asterism Rohinl at midnight. So is it not natural
to expect Yudhisthira to begin his era at midnight
on some birthday of St Krsna or a day or two
later to solarise, wvzz., that on Sunday 1st Sirhha
3103 B.C. (8 months prior to Kali). This according
to the system followed north of the Vindhyas, is the
‘Bhadrapada Krspa Astami day with the asterism
Krttika (Rohinf commending at midnight). Moreover,
is not the fifth month quite symbolic of the Pandavabda ?

But this combination does not admit the Vyati-
patayoga. The first of Sirhha was close to Bhadrapada
Krsnastaml da_y ‘according to Barhaspatya recknoning

F
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the Kaliyuga of the 28th cycle of the Manvantara of Vai-
vasvata (the seventh Manu) in the S'vetavaraha Kalpa.

The exact time of the commencement of each
Manvantara and each Yuga is given in the sacred
books. Krtayuga commenced on a Kartika S'ukia
Navami day with the asterism Sravapa and Vrddhi
yoga in the first yama. Tretadyuga commenced
on a Vaisdakha Sukla Trtiya day with Rohipl and
Sobhanayoga in the second yama on a Monday.
Dvaparayuga commenced on a Magha Krspa new
moon day with Sravistha and Variyan yoga on a
Friday. Lastly, Kaliyuga commencec on a Bhadra-
pada Krsna Trayodasi day with Krttika and Vyatipata
yoga on a Sunday at midnight. Of these the com-
mencement of the first three, whether true or not, could
not puzzle the astronomers, while the data given for
the commencement of the Kaliyuga are absurd. If we
assume that Kaliyuga commenced on a Bhadrapada
Krspa Trayodasi it is impossible to have the asterism
| Krttika or the yoga vyatipata. But in every Paficanga
we can see Kaliyugadi marked against the Bhadrapada
Krspa Trayodasi day. On the other hand, we gather
from the method given for calculating the Kali days
that Kaliyuga commenced on the 3rd Mesa at about
8.30 a.m. at the end of new moon. Thus the 1st of
Mesa in that year fell on a Krspa Trayodasi day, and
" hence Kali may be said to have commenced on Caitra
Krsna Trayodasi day corresponding to the solar year.
Combining these two, there is reason to believe that
two eras were established or rather conceived, one
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in the month of Bhadrapada on a Sunday with Krittika
at midnight, and another on 1st Caitra Krsna Trayo-
das’i day. As the two eras had only an interval of about
eight months, a confusion seems to have arisen and the
two sets of data were combined and given to mark the
beginning of Kali. It will be shown subsequently how
the two eras were fused into one.

Scientifically, a year begins with the month of
solar Caitra. This combined with the belief that S'ri
- Rama was born in the month of Caitra is responsible
for beginning the year in the month of Caitra. Assum-
ing for the present that the Mahabharata is historical,
or at least has a historical background, it is easy to
guess at which point of time Yudhisthira will begin
‘his Sakabda. - Yudhisthira knew that Sri Krsna was
the Paramatman whose grace alone brought him victory
in the Great War, and He blessed this world with His
holy feet on a Sravana Krspastami day with the
asterism Rohinl at midnight. So is it not natural
to expect Yudhisthira to begin his era at midnight
on some birthday of STt Krspa or a day or two
later to solarise, wviz., that on Sunday 1st Simha
3103 B.C. (8 months prior to Kali). This according
to the system followed north of the Vindhyas, is the
Bhadrapada Krspa Astami day with the asterism
Krttika (Rohini commending at midnight). Moreover,
is not the fifth month quite symbolic of the Pandavabda ?

But this combination does not admit the Vyati-
patayoga. The first of Sithha was close to Bhadrapada
Krsnastami day according to Barhaspatya recknoning

F | |
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of Northern India. But according to the lunar reckon-
ing this Bhadrapada Krspastami day which is also
Sihha Krsnastami fell on the last day of Sirhha with
the Vyatipata Yoga, or a few days earlier on a Sunday.
Thus in that year the Krsnastami day fell near the
first and near last of the month and on whatever day
Yudhisthira (if he is a historical person) observed it, at
the present time, if such a thing happens, there is bound
to be dispute and some person will surely observe
the earlier Sravana Krsnastami while others would
observe the later Sithha Krspastami. It may be taken
that Yudhigthira commenced his era on the first of
Simmha (near Stavana Krsnastami, when Kali also com-
menced, but who could not exert his influence owing
to the presence of S11 Krspa.! But the solar and
Kalpa adjustment made Kali commence on the first of
Mesa while lunar adjustment brought it to the third
of Mesa the intervening period being considered as
the transition period. The era commencing with first
‘Sirthha is the Pandavabda of the Kaliyuga, while the
era commencing with the first of Mesa is the astro-
nomical Kaliyuga. |

. According to the ancient Hindu Astronomy, the
moon makes 13 revolutions and 4'42583 Zodiacal
signs in one solar year. Thus in 19 years the moon’s
madhyama (mean position) will be about ‘09 sign
i.e., it practically comes to the same position. But

! grEemaRTEEAT TR @l |
qracEed gt qumRg @ =@ |
| (S'r1 Bhagavata, X11, 2, 30)
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this difference of about "09 sign per cycle of 19 years
will become greater and greater till 133 cycles are
over when the position of the moon will be about
‘08 sign, z.e. the moon once again comes to the same
position in 19x 133 years or 2527 years. This period
of 2527 years is similar to the Chaldaean Saros. Prob-
ably the Hindu astronomers named this S'ake and
hence the name Sakabda was given to the era com-
mencing after a Saka or 2527 years.

The Pandavabda and Kali are to be considered as
running together, and naturally in 2527th Kali on first
Sithha 2527 years would have elapsed since the com-
mencement of the Pandavabda, and hence the Krsna-
stami day would have fallen near the first as well
as the last day of the month.! Probably a dispute
arose and the era was commenced by some on the
first and others on the last day. Or rather some
commenced the year on the first Sirhha and the others
terminated the year on the last day of Sirhha, and thus
commenced the year on the first of Kannya. Thus
the establishment or the re-establishment of the
Pandavabda took place, and since one Saka or 2527
years had elapsed the era became known as Papda-
vasakabda or simply Sakadda. 1t is this Sakabda
that was made mention of by VarZhamihira {in his
Brhatsamhita.

, ! These facts can be vetrified not only by astronomical cal-
c¢ulation but also by referring to the Paficanga for Nandana
(1952-53 A.D.) and Vijaya (1953-54 A.D.) since another 2527 years
will be over by Nandana Kataka.
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The next to be considered is Vikrama Sakabda.
It commenced in 59 B.C. in the month of Caitra. After
the '“Saka era” was founded, astronomy as a science
had developed to a very great extent and the need to
begin the year in the month of Caitra was felt, and it
was brought about once again. It is quite certain
that the Romans also were adopting the same thing,
and Julius Caesar in 46 B.C. adjusted the deficiency of
more than two months and began 45 B.C. at such a
time that the Ides of March coincided with the Mesa
Visu of the Vikramabda year. The Hindu year is
slightly more than 365} days in length, while the
Gregorian year is slightly less then 365% days in length,
and the difference between them is about 1.4 days in
a century; and thus the period of 20 centuries has made
the Ides of March precede by about 28 days. Whether
Pope Gregory had done rightly or wrongly in revising
the Julian Calender is too big a question to be dealt
with here. Suffice it to say that the Julian Calender
had its basis in the Vikramabda. The Vikrama S'aka
took such a firm root that it ousted the Pandavabda
practically out of the north. However, there seem to
have been some places in North India where people
were not so ready to adopt this and so they began it

"The spiritual significance of the S'akabdas is as already ex-
plained the passing from the stage of Punya karma to Karmayoga.
Pandavabda is symbolic of passing from the perfect stage of Pupdwya
karmas to Karmayoga. The six S'akabdas, therefore symbolise the
passing from the six lower stagas of Punya karmas to Karmayoga.

The time before the commencement of the Sakabdas is only the
prolecnon of the spiritual plane on the material one.
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late commencing in the month of Kartika just after
Dipavali, their prime festival.

Vikramabda spread throughout India, but it did
not survive in South India and was driven away by its
more successful rival, the Salivahana Sakabda of
78 A.D. This, the historians assure us, was founded by
the Andhra king Salivihana, the only Dravidian king
who was able to bring North India under his sway. But
his era was not able to remain long in the north. So
a golden mean was struck and it was decided later that
Vikramabda of the Barhaspatya system should be
followed north of the Vindhyas and Salivahanzbda
of the lunar system should be followed south of it.

Such changes do not seem to have affected Kerala
-at all. It seems that, along with the whole of Bharata
Varsa or India Papdavagakabda of 2527, Kali was
adopted by Kerala also. But as itis done even now, the
centuries were left out in writing the year, the tens and
units digits alone being kept. In the course of 90 years,
when three generations were passed the century portions
would have been forgotten especially as there were no
regular records in those days, w1th the result that every
century commenced with 1 or 101 and ended with
100 to commence again at 101. But when 15 centuries
‘were over the sixteenth was commenced with 101 and
ended with 200 and thereafter the centuries were kept.

In 2527 Kali, when the S3ka era was established,
‘as already stated, Krspastami day fell on the first and
the last days of Simhha. On account of this, the
people of South Kerala observed it on the ﬁrst,,ana_
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commenced the year on the first of Sirhha, while those
of North Kerala observed it on the last day of Sirhha
and commenced the year on the first of Kannya.

In all places, except Tamil Nad and Malabar,
the reckoning of time is according to the lunar system
while the Tamil Nad follows the luni-solar system and
Malabar the solar system. So there is nothing wrong
is inferring that the Kollam Andu commencing on
the first of Sirhha in the South Malabar and on the
first of Kannya in the North Malabar is really the
Saka Era. which commenced in 2527 Kali with a
few centuries left out. It was the late Prof. P. Sunda-
ram Pillai who first pointed out that the Kollam
~era is the true Kollam era with centuries left out.
Sri K. Subramania Iyer (now retired from Travancore
Educational Service has) suggested that the Kollam
era is the Parasurama era (with the centuries left
out), marking the colonisation of Kerala by Parasu-
rama and his adherents. But I am inclined to believe
that the Kollam era is identical with the real Saka
era of 2527 Kali, since then only the Sirhha- Kannyi
dispute is easily solved.

Now, since the S'aka era is identified with that of
2527 Kali, Varahamihira’s mention of 427 Saka cannot
help in any way to fix hi$ date as the sixth century A.D.

But nobody can deny the fact that Aryabhata was
born in 475-476 A.D. Since VarZhamihira makes various
references to Aryabhata there is little doubt that
Varzhamihira flourished in the first half of the sixth
century A.D.
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Though immaterial, it would be interesting to
know to what particular religious sect among the
Hindus Varzhamihira belonged. -As one belonging
to Avanti, it will be natural to expect him to be a
devotee of either K3li or Siva. But in his astrological
works the Saivite fervour of a native of Avanti is
conspicuous by its absence. Though Kalidasa is
claimed by every sect as belonging to it, his salutation
verse in each of his works betrays his Saivite leaning,
though he can not be accused of want of devotion to
Visnu or the other deities of the Hindus. In fact, his
praise of Vispu in Raghavarhsa X canto is enough to
make the reader conclude that Kalidasa can be none
other than a Vaispavite. However there is no gain-
saying the fact that Kalidasa was a Saivite. But
Varghamihira does not give us any clue in this respect.
His salutation is in praise of the Sun, who, if identical
with the Sun of the Suryasiddhanta, is Visnu and no
other. In Brhatsamhita the chapters on Indradwaja'and

! AENOIGIEY WET, AW T AGUT A
gfaarafigaaeat atvgaw agaamEn: o
AT WA Y FIT: § T FI
g Freafy & Tgr Al eareafa @ 3@
seqaU: &8 wear ¥ gIG: U J=AT: |
sfacarg Fregan RRMERQEsT 1
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Naksatra Purusa vrata, seem to suggest,’ by the fervour
displayed by the author in praising Visnu, that Varaha-
mihira ‘was a Vaigpavite. The fact that he flourished
at a time when the Vaisnavite saints (Alwars) were
preaching the philosophy of Sri Vaignavism induces
me to believe that he came in contact with them.
Some of the verses in the Horasastra, as commented on
by me, seem to betray a knowledge of and belief in the
Sti Vaisnava philosophy. So, I am inclined to think
that his leanings were towards Vaispavism.

I have been impelled to undertake the work
and complete it only by the inspiration and sus-
tained pressure of my former guru Sti Rao Bahadur
K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar at whose feet I had the
privilege to study in the Training College, Tri-
vandrum, and under whose influence I have remained
ever since, and at whose suggestion the book was
accepted for publication by the Adyar Library. Hence
my debt of gratitude to him is beyond words.
My deep obligation is also due to Dr. G. Srinivasa
Murti, B.A., B.L., M.B. & C.M., Vaidyaratna, Honorary
Director, Adyar Library and General Editor of the
Adyar Library Series for encouraging me at every
step and for taking over the publication of the book.

- g fasuasTwansEs @ fead wrealy @Ead
toqatd Tl gf @S qATET gag as: |
(3. €. 40. 1 to 6.)
! greamagRia aQ grRag Al Ha)
Fard gafugey awg 1fy a3 7 f& sieast wag o
(3. 4. 105-16.)
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My thanks go also to Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, Honorary
Editor, Adyar Library for furnishing the Forum through
the “ Brahmavidya”. Iam deeplyindebtedtomy brother
Sri A. N. Krishna Aiyangar, M.A., L.T., Joint Editor,
Adyar Library, for carrying on the work in my place
when necessary, to Sri N. Ramachandra Bhat and
Pandit V. N. Sastri for the preparation of indices and
correction of proofs etc,, to Sri G. Srinivasa Raghava
Aiyangar, B.A., Trivandrum and to Sri R. Bangaru-
swami Aiyangar, B.A., Kodaganallur, for their valuable
suggestions, and also to Sri A. Krishna Bhattar, Quilon,
for his valuable suggestions and for allowing me the
use of his library. Lastly, I acknowledge my indebted-
ness to the Manager of the Vasanta Press, Adyar,
for the neat and expeditious work in the preparation
of the Horasastra, now presented to the public.

CERIEI (Rt CIPECAE Al
i qargmaRRedREzaEa: |

Quilon A. N. SriNIvAsA RAGHAvVA AIYANGAR
1-9-1951
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